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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


AS A RESULT of the judgment of the Court of Appeal in the 
case of Young v. Buckles, the Ministry of Works have made an 
announcement to the effect that professional fees are not part 
of the licensable cost of building work and they should, therefore, 
no longer be included in applications for building licences. p. 398 


IN THE ANNUAL ESTIMATES of capital expenditure for 
1952-53 the London County Council have made provision for 
the spending of over £22,000,000 on housing. p. 418 


HOUSING PRODUCTION BOARDS for Wales and for the 
Eastern Region of England, comprising the counties of Bedford- 
shire, Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, Norfolk, Suffolk and 
the greater part of Essex and Herts, have now been set 
up. p. 419 

IN AN ADDRESS to members of the North-Eastern Area of 
the L.M.B.A., Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, president, said 
that, provided continuous and adequate supplies of materials 
were available to the building industry, the whole momentum 
of the Government’s housing programme might well depend on 


the ability of builders engaged on housing work quickly to develop 
successful bonus schemes. p. 422 


REFERRING to self-help housing associations in the House of 
— on February 29, Mr. Ernest Marples, Parliamentary 
0H ary to the Minister of Housing and Local Government, 

that the Minister was considering issuing a circular to 
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local authorities for their guidance and setting out what should 
be done to assist self-help groups. p. 423 


PLASTERBOARD, building plasters, sanitary fireclay, asbestos 
cement, lead and cements are among materials off which (subject 
to assurances by the manufacturers) the Minister of Works has 
lifted price control. p. 424 


‘“ OF ALL the timber we buy from abroad we send 60 per cent. 
out again as packing for our exports—our engineering exports,” 
said Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, in London recently. A 10 per cent. saving in 
packing would provide timber for thousands more houses. p. 425 


THE BUDGET AND BUILDING 


R. BUTLER’S Budget at an initial glance will earn 
commendation, even from those hardest hit, as being 
a realistic effort to stem our national economic decline by 
measures fairly distributed over the broad mass of population. 
By and large, the proposals offer incentives for harder work, 
and this particularly is true of the lower-paid earners who will 
be able to retain a much higher proportion of their earnings 
for overtime and increased production. The effect on the 
building industry, not least that section engaged on the 
production of materials, should be considerable. 

Least satisfactory, perhaps, is the way in which the Budget 
provision will react upon management. The withdrawal by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer of a wide range of import 
licences—including those for hardwood, slates, turpentine, 
roofing tiles, certain kinds of paints and glass and parts of 
prefabricated houses for assembly—will, temporarily at any 
rate, increase the difficulties of materials supply, while a 
stoppage of certain types of imported machinery and the 
raising of the bank rate to 4 per cent., affecting the cost of 
overdraft accommodation, must tend to a sharp decline in 
the tempo and efficiency of mechanisation. When to this is 
added the increase in the cost of petrol, it is clear we must 
largely rely on an increase in manual productivity for stabilisa- 
tion or reduction of the cost of building. Fortunately, the 
compact to which the Minister of Works has come with the 
principal materials producers should give firm prices for 
home-produced building materials during the rest of the year. 

Mr. Butler’s welcome substitution of a policy of incentives 
for one of subsidies makes the more remarkable the recent 
proposal of the Minister of Housing and Local Government 
to increase the subsidies—both State and from the rates— 
on local authority housing. There seems to be complete 
incompatibility, on social or political grounds, between 
Mr. Butler’s policy of giving relief where needs are greatest 
and Mr. Macmillan’s declared intention of adding still further 
to the burden of housing subsidies without any real test as to 
the ability of those occupying council houses to pay an 
economic rent. It is not to be expected, perhaps, that the 
Opposition should raise this point but we trust that it will not 
escape the backbenchers’ attention and that some reconcilia- 
tion of Government policy may follow. That there should be 
so many people who, through the payment of rates and taxes, 
are helping in the rehousing of others better off than them- 
selves is both bad business and unfair. 


‘“ SELF-HELP” HOUSING 


NE significant result of the housing shortage has been 
the rapid growth, during the past three years, of what 

are known as “ self-build ” or “ self-help ” housing associa- 
tions. There are now about 100 of these at work in various 
parts of the country, with a large concentration in the 
Birmingham area, and they are said to be rapidly increasing 
in number. Though they differ in size, set-up and quality 
of personnel, all have the same object, namely, to provide 
housing accommodation for their members (who work on the 
houses mostly in their spare time) more quickly than it can 
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be forthcoming by the normal agencies of the local authorities 
and private enterprise. 

The general practice is for a group of such “ self-helpers ” 
to register as a housing society or trust, which agrees to vest 
the houses in the members collectively or in trustees, who in 
turn lease them to member-tenants at low rents. It 
is thus possible to obtain mortgage loans from the Public 
Works Loans Board on favourable terms and to qualify 
for the Government subsidy, and perhaps for the local 
authority subsidy as well. ‘The rent to members is generally 
less the saving attributable to their unpaid labour, which may 
mean a reduction on the standard rent of as much as two- 
fifths. 

Share capital to provide tools, equipment and enough 
materials to start work has to be subscribed, and this may 
amount to about {60 or £70 per member, which generally 
means that a period of several months will elapse between the 
formation of a group and the beginning of building operations. 
Some large firms are said to be assisting employees who form 
self-help associations with legal, financial and technical help. 


There are obviously many snags in the setting-up and 
running of such organisations, and Mr. Marples, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
has stated in Parliament that the Minister is considering the 
issue of a circular to local authorities for their guidance and 
setting out what should be done to assist self-help groups ; 
he also drew attention to the fact that the only body so far 
recognised for the purpose of giving guidance is the National 
Federation of Housing Societies, to which many of the 
associations already belong. 

Commendable as this movement is, its growth tends to 
create new problems in connection with standards of design 
and workmanship and the supply of materials. Is there a 
sufficient surplus of materials, after the urgent needs of the 
industry have been met, to keep an increasing number of 
self-help organisations going? If not, what steps are being 
taken to increase supplies? ‘Then as to the quality of work- 
manship. This is bound to be variable, and one society has 
already decided to let out all its plasterwork to contract. 
In some cases the labour is said to be provided largely or in 
part by former building tradesmen, but generally, apart from 
one or two trained supervisors, who may work continuously 
on a scheme, it consists of factory and office workers, elec- 
tricians, mechanics, upholsterers, Post Office workers, etc. 
Some of these, no doubt, quickly adapt themselves to the 
conditions of housebuilding, but a good deal of preliminary 
training must often be necessary even for the simpler jobs, 
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and this may be given in the worker’s spare time up to , 
period of six months—hardly long enough to make a com. 
petent craftsman. There is an obvious risk here of the waste 
of valuable time and materials. Self-help building has , 
further drawback. Members of some societies are said to do 
about 24 hours spare-time work a week, spread over the 
evenings and week-ends. This may well mean a working 
week of 68 or more hours, and may possibly result in some 
loss of industrial efficiency. 


Apart from such practical considerations, there is ground 
for disquiet with regard to the design and layout of the houses, 
Some societies take competent architectural advice, but there 
is always a danger that bad advice may be taken, and perhaps 
at an exorbitant fee. It would be deplorable if the societies 
were to be exploited or if there were to be a loss of quality 
in design or layout after the great improvement which has 
been achieved, under architectural direction, by the local 
authorities. Is this a case where the R.I.B.A. might help by 
getting its Allied Societies to provide type designs and 
periodical supervision at a reduced fee ? 


All the societies so far formed appear to have adopted 
traditional building techniques. Why should they not provide 
the prefabrication industry with further scope for usefulness? 
In other countries—Sweden and the United States, for 
example—much greater progress has been made than here 
with the type of prefabricated house consisting of units that 
can be easily assembled by semi-skilled labour. It would be 
a great advantage to the self-helpers, and indeed to the 
national economy, if—always, of course, under competent 
architectural guidance—this type of house could be developed 
and made available in sufficient quantities to meet this 
pressing need, since it would make less exacting demands on 
the labour available as well as on traditional building materials, 
which are already sufficiently scarce. Incidentally, a little 
healthy competition might help to bring down the inflated 
cost of building. 


Nothing that we have said must be regarded as hostile to 
the self-help housebuilding movement, which, under existing 
conditions, is obviously one to be encouraged ; our purpose 
has been to point out some of its dangers and defects and to 
suggest how they might be remedied, at least in part. We 
trust that the Minister of Housing and Local Government 
in the circular which he proposes to issue to local authorities, 
will take account of the points we have raised and give such 
guidance to the self-help societies as will enable them to 
function efficiently and to the advantage of the community 
as a whole. 





of how such things should be done. 





NOTES & NEWS 


BUILDING LICENCES AND 
PROFESSIONAL FEES 


IN A LEADING ARTICLE in our issue of 
February 15 last we drew attention to the 
judgment of the Court of Appeal in the 
case of Young wv. Buckles, which estab- 
lished that the professional fees of an 
architect are not deemed to be included 
in the amount of a building licence unless 
it is otherwise stated. At the same time, 
we pointed out that it remained to be 
seen whether the Ministry of Works 
would make an announcement to this 
effect. 

This the Ministry have now done. 
In a Press notice (MOW /21/52, P.I. 49) 
they state that “‘ this judgment made it 
clear that professional fees were not part 
of the licensable cost of building work, 
and they should, therefore, no longer be 
included in applications for building 
licences.” 


The Ministry indicate that the above 
remarks apply equally to “‘ surveyors and 
other professional advisers’ as to archi- 
tects. 


DRAWINGS IN GUILDHALL 


GUILDHALL has witnessed many scenes, 
but never has it been put to its present 
use as a place of exhibition for an architec- 
tural competition. The display of the 177 
designs admitted to the Golden Lane 
competition (open until tomorrow, 
Saturday) might be taken as a model of 
how to place drawings on exhibition, even 
though exigencies of space are responsible 
for a few strainers being “‘ skied,” while 
the opening ceremony (in which the Lord 
Mayor, Sir Leslie Boyce, K.B.E.; Mr. 
T. L. Harrowing and Mr. E. T. Wilkins, 
chairman and immediate past-chairman 
respectively of the Public Health Com- 
mittee ; and Sir Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., 
deputising ably for the President R.I.B.A., 
all spoke) was likewise a perfect example 


Many of the competitors had accepted 
the invitation to be present, and seemed 
appreciative of the Lord Mayor’s genial 
welcome. 


The Lord Mayor gave some interesting 
details of the City Council’s responsibilities 
as a housing authority, not only to the 800 
families dispossessed through blitz damage, 
but to the children of those families, 
many of whom were now married with 
families of their own. There appears to be 
a widespread desire of such City dwellers 
to live near their work. This point was 
reinforced by Sir Lancelot Keay, who 
issued a warning that housing sprawl 
at 12 to the acre, or even less, could not 
go on much longer. High densities were 
essential if people were to retain that 
pride in home, family and borough, 
which was so admirable a part of the 
British character. The Golden-lane 
scheme, with a density of 200 persons t0 
the acre, shows what can be done. 
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UNESCO BUILDING, PARIS 


TuE United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation of the 
United Nations is contemplating the 
erection of a headquarters building in the 
Place Fontenoy, Paris, adjoining the 
Eeole Militaire, and on the axis of the 
Palais de Chaillot and the Eiffel Tower. 

The French architect, M. E. Beaudouin, 
has been entrusted with the preparation 
of sketch plans for a first-stage examina- 
tion of the possibilities. Mr. Eero Saar- 
inen, of Detroit, U.S.A., and Mr. Howard 
Robertson, of London, have been ap- 
pointed to consult with M. Beaudouin 
over the preparation of the plans, and 
have already visited Paris for this purpose, 


LC.c’S SOUTH BANK SCHEME 
Tue LONDON CoUNTY COUNCIL’s in- 
trim scheme for laying out a large part 
of the South Bank site as a public river- 
side promenade and open space, with 
gardens and a children’s playground, was 
announced on March 8. Clearance work 
on the site began on Monday, and it is 
hoped that the promenade will be open 
to the public by Easter. 

The gardens in the downstream section 
between Waterloo Bridge and Rodney 
Pier (the pier nearest the bridge), are 
expected to be complete by May 24. 
Those upstream from Rodney Pier will 
not be ready until about the end of July. 
The whole scheme is of a temporary 
nature and is designed to make the site 
attractive and useful until plans for its 
permanent development are ready to 
be put into effect. 

The Rodney Pier is to be retained and 
operators of passenger river boats will be 
encouraged to make it their main base. 
The Thames-side Restaurant, which affords 
sme excellent views across the river, 
is also to be kept intact. Some of the 
other features that will remain include 
the Press Club (which may be used by 
Civil Defence authorities), the heat pump, 
the viewing platforms and some of the 
fagmasts in front of the Royal Festival 
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Hall, the Shot Tower, 1951 Centenary 
Pavilion, sports arena, the pools and the 
Telekinema. 

The L.C.C. has also undertaken the 
demolition of the Nelson Pier and of the 
Bailey Bridge and approaches. The 
Council has decided to take no further 
action to save the Dome of Discovery. 

Before preparing their interim scheme, 
the council had the advantage of con- 
sidering a report on the subject prepared 
by Sir Hugh Casson, F.R.I.B.A., the 
chief Festival architect, Mr. Robert H. 
Matthew, A.R.I.B.A., architect to the 
L.C.C., and Mr. L. A. Huddart, chief 
officer of the council’s parks department. 


RJI.B.A. CRICKET CLUB 


THE R.I.B.A. Cricket Club held its 
annual dinner at the ‘‘ Marquis of 
Granby,’ Cambridge Circus, on March 6. 
There were 27 members and _ guests 
present, amongst whom were Mr. Eric 
Bird representing the R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
H. J. W. Alexander and Mr. George 
Wiltshire from the Architectural Asso- 
ciation. The Captain of the Club, Mr. 
D. S. Taylor, mentioned that the member- 
ship of the Club is now 42, and new 
members are always welcomed. An inter- 
esting fixture list has been arranged. 
Applications for membership should be 
addressed to R. R. Fairbairn, Hon. Sec., 
R.I.B.A. Cricket Club, 81, Piccadilly, 
London, W.1. 


SCULPTURE IN WHITEHALL 


THE BUILDING on which Mr. James 
Woodford’s sculptures are placed (illus- 
trated in these pages last week) is in 
Whitehall-place, S.W.1, and the architect 
is Mr. C. E. Mee, A.R.I.B.A., of the 
Chief Architects’ Division, Ministry of 
Works. 


A PLANNING APPOINTMENT 
Mr. G. J. BarRINGTON, principal 
planning assistant in the Coventry City 
Architect’s department, has been appointed 
deputy planning officer for Cornwall. 
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the L.C.C.’s interim development scheme. 





access to the area. 










THE SOUTH BANK SITE : The hatched areas on this plan of the South Bank site 
indicate the sections to be laid out as public open space, with paved areas and gardens, under 
The broad arrows show the various points of 


(See note.) 
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Acanftos— 
“ What with the housing situation and the 
price of petrol we thought wed go 
abroad.” 





COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, MARCH 15 
INCORPORATED BRITISH INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED 
CARPENTERS.—Annual dinner. Aldwych Brasserie, 


iba, 2 
MONDAY, MARCH 17 
ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PAINTERS IN WATER COLOURS.— 
Opening of 140th exhibition. 195, Piccadilly, W.1. 
Daily 10 a.m.—5 p.m. Continuing open until April 29. 
ECCLESIOLOGICAL SOcIETY.—A.G.M. and Conver- 


sazione. Archbishop Davidson Institute, Lambeth- 
road, S.E.1. 7 p.m. 
TUESDAY, MARCH 18 
R.I.B.A.—‘‘ Some Scientific Aspects of the Design 


of the Royal Festival Hall,” by Dr. J. L. Martin, M.A., 
F.R.I.B.A. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 
R.1.C.S.— Valuations for Rating,” by Mr. H. D. S. 


Stiles, F.R.I.C.S. 12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 
5.30 p.m. 
MANCHESTER AND DISTRICT BUILDING ‘TRADES 


EMPLOYERS ASSOCIATION.—Golden Jubilee dinner and 
dance (postponed from February 15). Free Trade Hall, 
Manchester. 

WALLBOARD IMPORTERS’, DISTRIBUTORS’ AND MER- 
CHANTS’ ASSOCIATION OF THE U.K.—Annual dinner. 
Grosvenor House, Park-lane, W.1. 7.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19 

WALLBOARD IMPORTERS’, DISTRIBUTORS AND MER- 
CHANTS’ ASSOCIATION OF THE U.K.—Annual meeting. 
Brettenham House, Lancaster-place, Strand, W.C.2. 


1l am. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 20 

R.1I.B.A.—Dinner. Grosvenor House, Park-lane, 
W.1. 7.15 p.m. 

ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE.—‘“ Rural Planning with 
Particular Reference to National Parks,” by Mr. 
Geoffrey Clark, L.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I. Town Hall, 
Tavistock. 10 a.m. 

SOcIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—‘ The Constitu- 
tion and Properties of Sand-Lime Bricks,” by Mr. G. E. 
Bessey. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

SCIENTIFIC FILM ASsSOCIATION.—Special programme 
of international scientific films. Institut Francais, 
Queensberry-place, S.W.7. 8 p.m. Repeat on March 22. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 22 

LONDON SOCIETY.—Visit to Southwark Cathedral. 

Assemble at Cathedral. 2.30 p.m. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, March 13, 1852 


LECTURES BY WoRKING MeEn.—The 
foremen in the employ of Messrs. William 
Cubitt and Co., Gray’s-inn-road, have 
recently made an arrangement, under the 
sanction of the principals, for the. head 
of each department to deliver a lecture 
on the principles and practice of his trade 
and the nature of the materials employed, 
etc., to the sons of workmen and the 
juvenile assistants throughout the estab- 
lishment, in connection with the school 
and library which were formed on the 
premises two years ago. The first of these 
lectures was delivered on the 4th instant. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—As the comment upon _ your 
leading article of February 22, 
and the excellent graphs prepared by 
Mr. Venning has so far been rather 
disappointing, may I join in this discus- 
sion? Surely everyone who has been 
intimately connected with the finances of 
the industry during the past two decades 
will know that both ‘‘ Onlooker” and 
Mr. Tolley have completely missed the 
main cause of high building costs. Unfor- 
tunately, output per man hour has been 
roughly inversely proportionate to the 
increases in rate which have taken place 
since 1939. 

In order to place building costs in’ their 
true perspective, it is necessary to calculate 
the wages curve on the increase per unit 
of work executed and not on the increase 
per hour as Mr. Venning has done. As 
the present output is about 56 per cent 
of what it was in 1939, the real increase in 
wages is now just about 400 per cent as 
compared with 100 per cent in 1939, and 
not 225 per cent as shown on the graphs. 

Present day costs are therefore about 
74 per cent less than we might reasonably 
expect, and I would attribute this to :— 

(a) Increase in mechanisation since 

1939. 

(b) Improvements in management. 
(c) Better estimating due to improved 
and more generally used Bills of 

Quantities. 

I am of the opinion that improvements 
in management will have a far greater effect 
in a few years time, provided another war 
does not again upset training arrange- 
ments. 

The rather grave charges made by 
Mr. 'Tolley—that building supervisors 
prefer inefficient foremen and are prevent- 
ing proper training—seem to be a complete 
travesty of the facts. There is a great 
shortage of experienced builders who are 
willing and able to devote the time to 
teaching work. Though the picture of the 
management side of the industry is by no 
means as black as your correspondents 
would paint it, I think everyone who is 
actively engaged would agree that there is 
no room for any complacency. Somehow 
output must be brought back to its pre- 
war level, but how this can be achieved is 
another matter. 

Georce T. West [F.I.Q.S.] 

10, Rhyne-terrace, 

Uphill, Weston-super-Mare. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The “ Cost of Building ” charts 
prepared by Mr. H. J. Venning 
reveal a condition that has puzzled me, 
and that is the relatively high cost of 
materials compared with the wages of 
the building operative actually erecting 
those materials. Since the cost of all 
materials, and that includes plant and 
fuel, is basically one of labour, why is 
it, when building trade operatives’ wages 
have risen by 115 per cent, that materials 
should have risen (since 1939) by such 
percentages (approximately) as cement 
130 per cent, bricks 130 per cent, sand 
130 per cent, lime 260 per cent, steel 





THE BUILDER 


180 per cent, timber 500 per cent, lead 
760 per cent, slates 180 per cent, tiles 
175 per cent, and paint 300 per cent.? 

The accepted ability of firms turning out 
materials under factory conditions (where 
the flow of production can be better 
supervised and costs thereby controlled 
and reduced) contrasts with that of the 
builder who has to cope with climatic 
conditions and labour and material upsets; 
and yet the former appears to have jumped 
ahead in costs. 

The recovery after the 1914-18 war 
showed peak costs in 1920 with a recovery 
two years later. Despite all our modern 
innovations, incentive systems and new 
machinery, we do not appear to be able 
to do likewise. Assuming decreased 
productivity is common to all production 
units, who is really receiving the increases 
on materials—the direct material worker, 
the miner, the docker, the transport 
worker, the treasury, or the industrialist ? 
And are we being held to ransom by 
other countries whose products we must 
import? Will the experts kindly explain? 

R. H. Wituis [F.R.I.C.S.] 

Vincent-square, S.W. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I find that my letter of March 7 
has been held to imply criticism of 
“The Council for Training of General 
Foremen,” and to suggest that this 
Council is deliberately appointing the 
wrong class of teachers for this training. 
This was not at all in my mind when I 
wrote to you, as I know that they are 
doing their best in difficult circumstances 
to get efficient training for young foremen. 
I trust that you will publish this letter to 
clear up any misunderstanding on this 
matter. 
W. TOLLEY. 
38, Queenswood-road, S.E.23. 


WAGES AND INFLATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I cannot allow Mr. Heumann to 
get away with his inaccuracies by 
adding to them. Does he really ask us to 
believe that wage demands are made 
because of rising costs only? He had 
better tell this to the members of the 
various unions. 

But let me proceed to the second para- 
graph of his letter in which he states my 
‘‘ wild and inaccurate” statements are 
easily verifiable. He seems to lose sight 
of what he really did say in his original 
letter, published in your issue of Febru- 
ary 22, so let me re-quote: “If you 
examine industry throughout, you will find 
that profits are exorbitant everywhere.” A 
sweeping statement of this description 
cannot go unchallenged, and I repeat 
it simply is not true. I particularly 
object to the words in italics, and would 
inform Mr. Heumann that I can now 
quote over 50 companies who have made 
losses over the last 10 years, and not paid 
any dividends during that period, so hope 
he will retire graciously on this particular 
subject. 

With regard to the last paragraph of 
Mr. Heumann’s letter in which he con- 
tends that ‘“‘our economic distress is 
mainly due to the wastage of our resources 
on what is called defence,” it is quite 
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evident he does not like the word defence 
but his dislikes or anyone else’s wil] not 
get us out of our difficulties. I submi 
that our present financial situation is no 
due mainly to defence ; it has been with 
us a long time, for did we not devaly 
the pound? I would quote what Sj 
Stafford Cripps said about the economic 
situation on October 26, 1949 (Hansard) : 
“We can express our present situation 
robbed of all its technical surroundings 
and explanations in quite simple terms. 
Unless we can all quickly produce more 
and get our costs down, we shall suffer 
a tragic fall in our standard of life accom. 
panied by all the demoralising uncer. 
tainty of widespread unemployment.” 

So, Mr. Heumann, goto it and encourage 
everyone to do likewise ;_ therein lies the 
solution and our only hope of permanent 
recovery. V. Stmmons, 

27, Hampton-road, 

Worcester Park, Surrey. 


SALARIES OF CLERKS OF WORKS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I enclose copy of a letter which 
to-day [March 7] has been sent to the 
Town Clerk of Ealing Borough Council, 
in reply to their advertisement for a clerk 
of works. My Board have instructed me 
to ask if you will kindly publish it in 
your newspaper. 
W. J. Grssins, 
General Secretary, The Institute 
of Clerks of Works of Great 
Britain Incorporated. 
5, Broughton-road, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey. 


COPY 


E. J. Cope-Brown, Esq., 

Town Clerk, 

Town Hall, Ealing, W.5. 

Sir,—The general meeting of the 
Institute of Clerks of Works have noted 
with considerable concern your Council’s 
advertisement in The Builder of February 
29, wherein they have invited application 
for appointment as Clerk of Works at a 
salary of £400 per annum, rising to £515 
per annum, plus £30 London weighting. 
The salary converted to a weekly wage 
becomes £8 7s. 8d., rising to £10 9s. 8d., 
including the London weighting. 

The wages of a craftsman for a normal 
44-hour week are £7 14s., and that ofa 
trades’ foreman £8 5s. Surely a person 
who is “ thoroughly conversant with the 
duties of a clerk of works ’”’ deserves better 
recognition of his knowledge and abilities 
than a reward of 2s. 8d. per week above 
the wages of a trades’ foreman ? 

We respectfully suggest that you are 
making a grave mistake in offering such a 
low salary for the following reasons, viz.: 

(a) You will not attract experienced 
and qualified Clerks of Works with the 
result that your building projects will 
lack adequate and expert supervision. 

(b) As, through the advertisement, 
the Clerk of Works’ salary will be 
public knowledge, we consider that the 
selected person will not command the 
full respect of the contractors or theif 
operatives whose work he is to supéf 
vise. W. J. GIBBINS. 

(Continued on page 414.) 
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THE BUILDER 


Restoration of St. Alfege’s, Greenwich 


A. E. RICHARDSON, RA, AND E. A. S. HOUFE, FRIBA, ARCHITECTS 


gree an air raid on the night of 

March 19, 1941, incendiary bombs 
fell through the roof of the parish church 
of St. Alfege, Greenwich, and burnt 
out the interior almost completely. For- 
tunately, the shell of the building— 
which is of very massive construction, 
the walls varying from 2 ft. 6 in. to 5 ft. 
and more in thickness—remained intact 
and the exterior was virtually undamaged. 
Thus there was no hesitation in deciding 
to restore the church to its former 
splendour, and this work is now 
well in hand under the direction 
of Professor A. E. Richardson, 
R.A., and Mr. E. A. S. Houfe, 
F.R.I.B.A. 

First of all, a few words about 
the church’s history. St. Alfege, 
which was building from 1711 
to 1718, replacing a late twelfth- 
century church which collapsed 
in a storm in November, 1710, 
isone of the fifty new churches 
commissioned under Queen 
Anne’s Act of 1708, Nicholas 
Hawksmoor, its architect, having 
succeeded in 1716 with John 
James, of Greenwich, as joint 
surveyor to the commissioners 
on the resignation of James Gibbs. 
In addition to St. Alfege, 
Hawksmoor designed five other 
London churches under the Act: 
St. Anne’s, Limehouse, 1712-24; 
St. George’s-in-the-East, 1715- 
23; St. Mary Woolnoth, 1716-19; 
St. George’s, Bloomsbury, 
1720-30; and Christ Church, 
Spitalfields, 1725-29. 

St. Alfege, though not perhaps 
quite so remarkable as_ these 
others, is a work of great archi- 
tectural distinction. Hawks- 





moor’s problem here was similar to that 
which confronted Inigo Jones at St. 
Paul’s, Covent Garden, namely, to design an 
orientated church with its east end towards 
the street. Jones made no attempt to 
devise access from his principal frontage, 
where he provided a rather meaningless, 
if powerful, portico with blind doorcases 
in the wall behind, backing on to the 
altar. Hawksmoor, however, at Greenwich, 
made the difficulty an opportunity for an 
original and completely successful plan, 
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extending the north and south walls east- 
wards, and forming within them a quasi- 
portico containing lobbies which are 
entered laterally by facing doors. Entrance 
to the church is also gained through transep- 
tal projections, north and south, containing 
lobbies and staircases, and through a 
door under the tower at the west end. 


UNUSUAL DESIGN 


The tower itself, a work in the Gibbsian 
manner and rather out of accord with 
Hawksmoor’s virile design, incorporates 
part of the tower of the old church, 
and was added by James of Greenwich 
in 1730. 

In plan the church is rectangular and 


; 


Above : View of exterior from 
S.E., showing new copper roof. 


Left : Ground-floor plan. 


marks a departure from the conventional 
basilican type of plan favoured by Gibbs 
and others, with colonnades to sup- 
port roof and galleries and, of course, 
partially obscuring the view. St. Alfege, 
in fact, is the only church built by Hawks- 
moor without internal columns, the 
galleries being supported independently 
by curious downward tapering columns. 


SPACIOUS INTERIOR 


At the west end, on either side of the 
vestibule, are the choir vestry and the 
clergy vestry. The east end is closed by a 
short elliptical tunnel-vaulted sanctuary, 
with a great window above the altar 
opening into the quasi-portico beyond. 
The interior has an unusual spaciousness 
of effect, the unobstructed view from the 
galleries being particularly impressive. 

After the bombing, as soon as the debris 
had been salvaged or cleared away, the 
church was provided with a temporary 
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The fibrous plaster ceiling under construction. Detail showing enrichment. 


iron and asbestos roof, and space under 
what had been the south gallery was 
converted into a temporary chapel, where 
services have since been carried on. The 
serious work of restoration began about 
two years ago. For the permanent roof 
it was decided to use oak trusses with 
sheradised steel rods for the tension 
members. ‘There are six of these trusses, 
each having a width of 72 ft., including a 
3 ft. bearing at each end. They are of 
solid timber, the tie-beams being in three 
pieces, with scarfed joints. The roof is 
oak boarded and covered with copper. 


THE NEW CEILING 


One of the most striking features of the 
restoration is the suspended fibrous- 


View showing detail of new truss and light steel grille of 


suspended ceiling. 


plaster ceiling, which is now finished. 
Carefully based on Hawksmoor’s original 
design, it measures 84 ft. by 66 ft., its 
principal feature consisting of an immense 
oval ‘‘beam”’ (it is not a true ellipse, yet 
the curvature is unbroken) set out to 
three radii, and imposed upon a con- 
taining rectangular ‘‘ beam,” the soffits 
being enriched with a repeating pattern 
of Tudor roses and acanthus leaves and 
the sides with a dentil moulding. Sur- 
rounding the ceiling are 22 lunette vaults, 
also of fibrous plaster, resting on enriched 
corbels. These features have no struc- 
tural value, but zsthetically they serve a 
useful purpose in relating the ceiling to 
the walls. Each is made in one piece, 
secured to steel angles built into the brick- 
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work and tied into the steel bracketing 
in the ceiling. Technically as well ag 
zsthetically, the ceiling is a work of 
great interest, showing how modem 
technique can combine depth and rich. 
ness of effect with lightness of materials 
and great strength of construction. The 
whole ceiling is suspended from the tie 
beams by means of a light steel grille: 
the construction may be clearly followed 
in some of the accompanying illustrations. 
Points of technical interest are the casting 
of the enrichment of the beams in jelly 
insertion moulds and the filling of the 
plain-face centre of the ceiling, an area 
of more than 400 yds. super, with sheets, 
about 1 in. in thickness, using sisal fibre 
instead of jute scrim. The soffits and 
sides of the “‘ beams ”’ were cast in 12-ft, 
lengths. 


THE FURNISHINGS 


Internally the church has to be virtually 
rebuilt and _ refurnished. Fortunately, 
some of the old carving and joinery was 
salved, and this is being cleaned and 
repaired and will be re-used wherever 
possible. The pulpit, for example 
(attributed to Grinling Gibbons), was 
broken into fragments, which are being 
carefully pieced together again. Galleries 
are being largely rebuilt. The nine- 
teenth-century wrought-iron supporting 
columns will be recased with Hawksmoor’s 
curious tapering oak columns which, with 
their richly carved capitals (also attributed 
to Gibbons), are being reassembled. The 
panelling around the gallery walls will 
be part old and part new. The old 
work is now being cleaned and repaired 
by the general contractors preparatory to 
refixing. 


QUEEN ANNE’S PEW 


The Royal pew, which, put in by the 
order of Queen Anne, was formerly in 
the west gallery, is being remade and will 
be reinstated in the south gallery. All 
the gallery flooring is being renewed in 





The suspended fibrous plaster ceiling in course of 
construction. Note lunette vaults. 





Marct 


Katon 
All jou 


On 
in two 
while 
on eit 
each \ 
forme 
fine e} 
craftsn 
used a 
In the 
pews, 
return 
the sa 
an an 
compl 
except 
new th 
existin 
bodied 
the we 
east €! 
Comm 
mansh 
restore 


The 
had be 
were C 
the ea: 
They | 
Gener: 
church 
baptise 
85), th 
who w 
old ch 
windov 
apse tl 
James 
and wil 


The 


indirec 


14 1952 


bracketing 
iS well as 

work of 

modern 
and rich. 
materials 
ion. The 
m the tie 
eel grille: 
y followed 
ustrations, 
he casting 
1s in jelly 
ng of the 
x, an area 
ith sheets, 
sisal fibre 
offits and 
st in 12-ft, 


S 


e Virtually 
ortunately, 
yinery was 
‘aned and 
wherever 
example 
ons), was 
are being 
Galleries 
“he nine- 
supporting 
wksmoor’s 
‘hich, with 
attributed 
led. The 
walls will 
The old 
d repaired 
aratory to 


W 

in by the 
yrmerly in 
le and will 
llery. All 
enewed in 


if 





March 14 1952 


Katon, a wood of the mahogany family. 
Alljoinery is in oak. 


On the ground floor the seating will be 
in two groups separated by a gangway, 
while under the galleries at the east ends, 
on either side of the choir, small chapels, 
each with its altar and reredos, will be 
formed. ‘The original Holy Table, a 
fne example of early eighteenth-century 
craftsmanship in oak, is at present being 
used as the altar in the temporary chapel. 
In the gallery there will be three rows of 
pews, with some seating in small galleries 
returned along the walls on either side of 
the sanctuary arch. The organ, in part 
an ancient and historic instrument, was 
completely destroyed in the bombing 
except for a new electric console. A 
new three-manual instrument, in which the 
existing temporary organ will be em- 
bodied, will be installed in the centre of 
the west gallery, with the console at the 
east end, as before. The wrought-iron 
Communion rail, a fine specimen of crafts- 
manship of the Tijou school, is being 
restored. 


THE WINDOWS 


The stained glass windows, all of which 
had been put in during the iast 60 years, 
were completely destroyed and, except for 
the east window, are not being replaced. 
They represented, among other subjects, 
General Wolfe, who is buried in the 
church; General Gordon, who was 
baptised here ; and Thomas Tallis (1505- 
85), the Father of English church music, 
who was buried beneath the chancel of the 
old church. The artist for the new east 
window has not yet been chosen. In the 
apse there was a mural painting by Sir 
James Thornhill. This was destroyed 
and will be reinstated by Mr. Glyn Jones. 


THE LIGHTING 


_ The new general lighting will be mainly 
indirect, the ceiling being flooded from 


The interior as it was (from an old photograph). 
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The interior under reconstruction. The view 


bowls on the walls. There will be light- 
ing fixtures under the galleries, and the 
pews in the centre of the church will be 
lit by standards. The new flooring will 
be of Portland stone slabs, about 2 in. 
thick, and heating will be by gas-fired 
floor panels. 


minor works of repair 
replacement of the stone 
vase on the south-west angle of the 
parapet, which was badly calcined; the 
new work is being carved by Mr. Philip 
Bentham. 


Externally, 
include the 


THE RESTORATION FUND 


The War Damage Commission pay- 
ment will not cover the total cost of 


Grinling Gibbons. 
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shows the fibrous plaster ceiling as completed. 


restoration, and it is estimated that at 
least a further £9,000 will be needed. The 
Vicar of Greenwich, the Rev. G. S. Nasop 
is therefore inviting contributions to- 
wards this amount. Cheques, payable to 
the Westminster Bank and crossed St. 
Alfege Church Restoration Fund, may 
be sent by any who would like to be 
associated with this work to the Treasurer, 
Mr. H. A. G. Hodges, Westminster Bank, 
2, Church-street, Greenwich, S.E.10. 
The aim is to complete the work, which is 
proceeding steadily, not later than April 19, 
1953, the anniversary of the martyrdom 
of St. Alfege. 

The long-term policy is to improve the 
appearance and the amenities of the parish 
hall and to build two houses on either side 





The pulpit (seen in greater detail in the right-hand illustration) is attributed to 
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Detail of decorative motif on soffit of fibrous plaster ceiling “‘ beam.’ 


of the Roan-street entrance, and so pro- 
vide accommodation for church staff, and 
also to complete the precincts of the church 
as an architectural whole. Plans for this 
work have been prepared by Professor 
Richardson. In the meantime it is good 
to know that so much care and skill is 
being devoted to the restoration of 
Hawksmoor’s splendid church. 

The consuiting engineers for the roof 
truss design were Messrs. Collins and 
Mason. 

Messrs. Dove Brothers, Ltd., who are the 
general contractors for the work, are 





’ 


also carrying out the joinery. Other 
firms are as follows: Eaton Contractors, 
Ltd., fibrous plaster ceiling; Fredk. 


Braby and Co., Ltd. copper roof ; Hollis 
Bros., Ltd., gallery floors; Rosser and 
Russell, Ltd., heating installation; E. J. 
and A. T. Bradford, Ltd., repair of old 
and provision of new carving; Wain- 
wright and Waring, Ltd., restoration of 
windows ; A. W. Sclater and Son, Ltd., 
electrical installation. Mr. “T. aH. 
McIntosh is the general foreman, and 
Mr. C. H. Hill the clerk of works. 
G. J. How inc. 





Holy Table (carved oak, early eighteenth century), now used as altar in temporary chapel. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF ‘ST. ALFEGE’S CHURCH, GREENWICH 
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IMPORT CUTS 


Changes in Open General Licences 


[TEMS which will be immediately affected 
by the Chancellor’s decision, announced 
in his Budget speech, to cut imports by 
further £100m., are given in Notice to Im. 
porters No. 478, issued by the Board of 
Trade, which lists cancellations and amend- 
ments to open general licences covering a 
wide range of goods. All open individual 
licences permitting the importation of 
hardwoods have also been withdrawn. 

The following items are among those 
which have been deleted from the list of 
open general licences: Shellac; marble, 
rough or rough sawn, not carborundum 
sawn and not pitted, bevelled, shaped or 
otherwise prepared; slate and roofing slates; 
turpentine; tiles, glazed and unglazed; tiles, 
roofing; and cork and cork manufactures, 
including raw and granulated cork, cork 
shavings and waste and cork manufactures, 

The following items are those for which 
amendments in the list of open general 
licences have been made: Painis and 
painters’ materials; “glass and glassware” 
—glass bricks, glass wool, plate glass, and 
glass of certain other descriptions, to be 
deleted from the heading; the heading 
“nails, rivets, tacks and staples (excluding 
cut nails: and cut tacks of iron and steel),” 
to read “ nails, rivets, tacks and staples... 
cut nails and cut tacks of iron or steel”: 
“parts of prefabricated dwelling houses, 
being houses imported complete but 
unassembled ” is one of the deletions under 
the heading “wood and manufactures, 
wholly or mainly of wood . . .”; and the 
item “refrigerators” has been amended to 
read “refrigerators of a capacity exceeding 
Teu, it.” 

Goods which are shown to have been in 
transit by March 12 will be admitted with- 
out an import licence, but goods not in transit 
by that date, even if paid for, will require 
an import licence. . 

Pending a further notice, to be issued 
before the end of April, the Board of Trade 
will be prepared to consider applications to 
import gocds other than in respect of exist- 
ing contracts only in the most exceptional 
circumstances. 


Duty-free Licences 


THE CHANCELLOR has also decided not to 
exercise for the time being his discretionary 
powers under Section 10 of the Finance Act. 
1932, to issue duty-free licences in respect of 
certain consignments of imported machinery. 
and no applications posted after March 1] 
will be considered. 


R.I.B.A. 

Examination in Professional Practice 

Tue R.I.B.A. Examination in Professional 
Practice and Practical Experience was held 
in London on March 3 and 4. Of the 62 
candidates examined, 52 passed and 10 were 
relegated. The successful candidates are as 
follows :— 

E. R. Adlam, D. J. Arnold, R. Attridge, E. Bowman, 
L. W. Brimley, A. S. Burn-Hill, R. E. Carn, S. Carron, 
L. R. Chapman, L. E. Clothier, S. H. Cox. 

S. F. De’ath, D. S. Deeley, R. C. Dent, G. L. Down, 
L. Eckersall, N. R. Fearey, A. G. Fletcher, F. E. Ford, 
J. W. Fraser, G. E. Freeman, J. G. Fryman. 

K. G. Gibbs, P. F. R. Glossop, F. G. Gold, P. S. 
Goodman, D. T. Grove, T. Hall, J. Hanson, R. “ 
Hargreaves, G. H. Haynes, R. H. Henley, D. B. Hill, 
C. Holt, C. J. Karpinski, W. Kennedy. ; 

J. R. Leeks, H. H. Macdonald, B. P. G. a 54 
W. Morling, D. C. Packer, S. F. Peck, T. H. Pottie, R. E. 


Radway, F. H. Saunders, F. H. Skinner, C. B. Smart, 


G. F. Stanley. 


J.C. Tilley, W. T. Vale, F A. Williams, J. S. Wootton. 
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Fig. 1. Foyer to the reception room. 


RECONSTRUCTION WORK, GOLDSMITHS HALL, EC2, 


for the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths 


C. H. JAMES, RA, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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Fig. 2. Permanent exhibition room. 


HE work involved in the restoration of this 
building included taking down the external 
masonry, stone by stone, from the cornice to the 
granite plinth for about one-sixth of the perimeter 
of the building, and rebuilding everything within 
the area enclosed by these walls. The stonework, 
which was extremely massive, was all taken down by 
electric hoist. 

Fig. 1 shows the foyer to the reception room. 
The figure against the curtain is that of St. Dunstan, 
the patron saint of goldsmiths. The electric light 
fittings are kept flat against the ceiling to avoid 
interfering with the vista of the great crystal 
chandeliers which form a feature of the reception 
suite. The panelling is of English walnut figured 
veneer with Australian walnut solids. The floor 
is of Indian silver greywood. 

The new permanent exhibition room is shown 
in Fig. 2. This room takes the place of the gourt 
luncheon room which was completely destroyed by 
a bomb. It has now been redesigned in a totally 
different manner with a view to holding permanent 
exhibitions of the company’s magnificent plate. 
The small wall cases are let into the thickness of the 
surrounding brick walls which were rebuilt to their 
original sizes. The larger case is fixed but is not 
embodied in the wall. All have the latest type of 
illumination and dustproof doors of plate glass, 
behind which are small steel rolling shutters. 

The materials used are exactly similar to that in 
Fig. 3. A built-in wall fitting. the reception room foyer. The pattern on the wall 
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is made by inlaying straight-grained Australian 
walnut into the figured English walnut. The 
fireplace is of Nabresina marble with an inlay and 
surround to the fire of Swedish green. The grate 
is a stock Regency pattern. 

The torchéres, the bowls of which are finished in 
satin brass, are the principal source of illumination 
for the room, as the candelabra (which were fortu- 
nately saved) have only candles as illuminants. 

Fig. 3. This photograph shows a detail of one of 
the built-in wall fittings taken during an exhibition 
of ecclesiastical plate at the time of the millenary of 
St. Dunstan. The surround of the case is in 
Australian walnut inlaid at the top with brass, and 
the linings of the case are in English sycamore which 
are reversible to give an English walnut background, 
if desired. 

Part of the exhibition and reception room for the 
Goldsmiths Hall Design and Research Centre is 
shown in Fig. 4. Mr. Stanley Wright, Director of 
the Centre, was responsible for arranging the display 
of exhibits, while Mr. J. D. Lennon, M.C., 
A.R.I.B.A., acted in an advisory capacity on the 
decoration of the room generally. 

Figs. 5 and 5a illustrate the new secondary staircase 
to the design and research section at the top of the 
building. The space in which it is contained is 
circumscribed by three existing walls and the 
position and size of the large service lift which adjoins 
it. The balustrade is in wrought iron with bronze 
handrail and the stairs are finished in terrazzo. 

Fig. 6 shows the centre room of the reception suite. 
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Fig. 4. Exhibition room for the Design and Research Centre. 


Right : Fig. 5. The new secondary staircase. 


RECONSTRUCTION WORK, 
GOLDSMITHS HALL, EC2 


C. H. JAMES, RA, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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The decorations were designed by the late Mr. 
Fernand Billerey. The superb carpet with the crest 
of the Company in the centre was made for the Hall 
when it was rebuilt by Philip Hardwick, R.A., in 
1832-35. This room will be further improved when 
it is possible to obtain gold leaf instead of the bronze 
paint which is now used to pick out the mouldings. 

The general contractors for the work were Messrs. 
Trollope and Colls, Ltd. They were responsible 
for replacing any missing stonework and all the 
necessary carved brackets, etc., as well as for the 
rebuilding of the internal walls and all the reinforced 
concrete work in floors and staircases. They also 
carried out the whole of the plasterwork in the 
drawing room. 

The architect was assisted by Mr. A. F. Westmore, 
F.R.I.C.S., F.F.A.S., the surveyor to the company. 
The quantity surveyors were Messrs. Widnell and 
Trollope. 

The principal sub-contractors were as follows :— 

John P. White and Sons, Ltd., Bedford, wood panelling ; 
Fenning and Co., Ltd., marble mantelpieces and terrazzo 
work; E. Pollard and Co., Ltd., showcases ; Deane and 
Beal, Ltd., central heating plant ; Belshaw and Co., Ltd., 
electrical work ; Stevens and Adams, Ltd., floors ; William 
Pickford, Ltd., wrought iron and bronze staircase balus- 
trading. 

Bratt Colbran, Ltd., hob grate ; Waygood-Otis, Ltd., 
passenger lift ; Nettlefold and Sons, Ltd., general iron- 
mongery ; Comyn Ching and Co. (London), Ltd., iron- 
mongery to panelled rooms; Horsley Smith and Co. 
(Hayes), Ltd., wood block flooring ; Everseal Products, 
Ltd., roofing ; C. E. Welstead, Ltd., steel casement door ; 
London Sand Blast Decorative Glass Works, Ltd., 
decorative glass work ; Merryweather and Sons, Ltd., new 
dry main, etc. ; Associated Clay Industries, Ltd., sanitary 
fittings ; Haywards, Ltd., lantern lights. 
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Fig. sa. Another view of the new secondary staircase. 


RECONSTRUCTION AT GOLDSMITHS HALL 














Fig. 6. Centre room of the recreation suite. The decorations here were designed by the late Mr. Fernand Billerey 





March 














THE BUILDER 





.? = —— . . 7 i oh 





























The screen and communion rails have been installed to form a memorial side chapel at 

Christchurch, Gloucester. The screen is of pine painted parchment tint and enriched with gilded 

fillets and venetian red to the soffit of the cornice. The work was carried by Messrs. W. F. B. 
Halls, Ltd., of Gloucester. The church itself is chiefly of the Regency period. 


MEMORIAL SIDE CHAPEL, CHRISTCHURCH, GLOUCESTER 


STRATTON DAVIS AND YATES, FFRIBA, ARCHITECTS 
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NORTHAMPTON’S DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND 
CURRENT EXHIBITION 


Reviewed by A. DOUGLAS JONES, Dip.Arch.(Liv.), FRIBA 


LL Local Planning Authorities have 
a statutory obligation to submit 
planning proposals for their respective 
administrative areas to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government by 1951- 
52. Itisthe Minister’s intention that these 
plans should show the proposals for the 
next 21 years in outline form only. 

The County Borough of Northampton’s 
development plan, which is now on 
exhibition at the Guildhall until tomorrow 
(March 15), has been prepared for this 
purpose by the Borough Architect and 
Planning Officer, Mr. J. L. Womersley, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., with his former 
Deputy, Mr. G. Hopkinson, B.Arch. 
(Liv.), A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I.; by Mr. 
H. A. Walton (Principal Senior Assistant 
Architect in charge of the Planning 
Section from 1949 to the present time), 
and by an able team of assistants. Mr. 
Womersley and Mr. Hopkinson will be 
remembered as the winners of The Builder 
low-cost housing competition. 


A SUCCESSFUL ARRANGEMENT 


Northampton is one of the very few 
Boroughs in which the Borough Archi- 
tect and the Town Planning Officer are 
one and the same person (Coventry is 
another), and the success of this arrange- 
ment can already be seen in the layout of 
their Dallington housing estate which was 
awarded a Ministry Bronze Medal. It 
is not difficult to see why this award was 
made, as Dallington reaches a very high 
standard of achievement and much of it— 
such as Heath Green—has great charm. 

It may not commend itself in every 
detail to all the ‘‘ élite”? of the modern 
movement, nor to some of the students 
in our more progressive schools ; but, 
nevertheless, Dallington is a fine achieve- 
ment and it is a great pity that all the 
housing going on in this country doesn’t 
come up to this standard. 

The Northampton development plan 
itself—of which Dallington forms only 
a small part—is not a flight of fancy 
“thrown off”? by someone living in 
another part of the country ; instead, it is 
a good, “solid” plan based on hard 
facts which have been ably put together 
by Miss K. Turner, the economist 
member of the planning team. I do not 
think that Northampton has _ necessarily 
produced a work of genius, but it has 
produced a common-sense plan which 
should be readily acceptable, and which 
should be capable of realisation, though 
the rate at which development will take 
place will depend mainly on the state of 
the national economy. 


THE PLAN 


The exhibition of the plan—which 
consists of relevant maps, drawings and 
photographs—centres round a large well- 
made model of the town centre to a scale 
of 1:500. This model covers the area 
of the town which used to be bounded by 
the old walls and is roughly the same as 
the area embraced bv the proposed new 


Inner Ring Road. This road is indicated 
on the model by a Perspex band which is 
poised just above it and which makes it 
very easy to follow. Aviewis reproduced. 

Northampton is a town of pleasant 
proportions, with a population of about 
105,000, to which it has grown from a 
figure of 41,000 in 1871. Although the 
“built up ” area of the town has doubled 
since 1918, many attractive old buildings 
remain and the market square and All 
Saints church give character to the town 
centre. , 


TRAFFIC 


Like most large towns, it suffers from 
a traffic problem as it has grown up 
around the pattern of radial roads that 
cross each other in the middle of the town. 
A large part of the traffic that passes 
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through (and causes congestion) does so 
only because there is no suitable alterna- 
tive route. It is intended toovercome this 
problem by constructing an Inner Ring 
Road round the town centre; for most of 
its length this road will follow an existing 
street pattern so that it can be achieved 
without a great deal of demolition of 
existing property. This should be a 
more economical and suitable solution to 
this part of the traffic problem than the 
alternative one of substantial road 
widening. 

Further new roads are required to 
connect certain parts of the town which 
are of more recent growth, and a well- 
placed Outer Ring Road is included in 
the plan, though it will not be carried out 
in the development of the next 20 years. 


HOUSING AND OPEN SPACE 
The approximate overall picture of the 
ousing situation in Northampton is 
that by 1971 about 19,000 people wil’ 


have to be housed or rehoused. On the 
basis of the calculations set out in their 





The model of the town centre which forms the focal point of the Northampton development 
plan exhibition. 
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written analysis, in which a density of 
14 dwellings per net housing acre is pro- 
posed, approximately 4,500 of the 19,000 
people to be housed will have to be 
accommodated outside the Borough. It 
is assumed that building for these people 
will have to begin in 1960. The area of 
public open space is to be increased slightly 
and redistributed within the Borough, 
but the area of “‘ open land ” will have to 
be reduced to make room for new building, 
and agricultural land within the Borough 
“* will be greatly reduced at the end of the 
20-year period covered by the plan.” 
A further 26 acres are to be allocated for 
the extension of existing cemeteries. 


The solution to our planning problems 
is—inevitably—a compromise between 
blacks and whites, and one has every 
sympathy with planning officers who have 
to resolve the serious problem of grabbing 
land from the agriculturalist to build 
outwards (which seems to satisfy nearly 
everybody, because it is so obvious) with 
the apparently less attractive solution of 
building upwards. It appears that each 
year a further 50,000 acres of land are 
swallowed up for building in this country 
... Half a million acres every ten years! 

As far as one knows, there is no national 
policy except to go on till we burst at the 
seams and to hope that something will 
turn up before we do. The Planning 
Officer at Northampton wants to take the 
minimum amount of land and to have the 
highest reasonable density possible. 
Already two six-storey blocks of flats for 
childless couples are about to be built 
and there is a scheme for eight-storey 
blocks ready and biding its time in a 
locker ; but it is not possible to plan too 
far and too fast ahead of public opinion. 

The largest suitable remaining area of 
undeveloped land lies within the north- 
east part of the Borough boundary. This 
land is made up of the Northampton and 
the Kingsthorpe golf courses together 
with an adjacent farm and part of a 
further farm. 

It is proposed to re-allocate this land 
to provide one golf course, three residential 
areas and some public open space. 


INDUSTRY 


The town of Northampton concentrates 
on the production of men’s leather foot- 
wear and produces 80 per cent. of the 
national output. The personnel of the 
boot and shoe industry is declining because 
of increased productivity per operative, 
but the introduction in recent years of 
engineering, clothing, and printing indus- 
tries has helped to reduce the town’s 
dependence on the boot and shoe industry 
as the main source of employment. 
About as many people are employed in 
the boot and shoe industry as are employed 
in other Northampton industries, and this 
combined total about equals those em- 
ployed in the service industries of 
transport, the retail trade and so forth. 

Industry in the town is mostly located 
in scattered units, although in some cases 
it is “‘ grouped sufficiently to indicate an 
area of primary industrial use.’ Some 
of the scattered industries are unable to 
expand because of adjoining houses, and 
sometimes residents in predominantly 
industrial areas may wish to move away. 
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In the development plan, some) areas 
of mixed development have been marked 
as primary industrial areas. 

In addition to this, land has been 
reserved for industries which need to 
expand and are unable to do so on their 
present sites, and for new industries 
which may come to the town. 


CIVIC BUILDINGS, OFFICES 
AND SHOPS 


Little change is provided for in the 
pattern of the shops, but near to the 
centre of the town an attractive little 
Memorial Square has already been laid 
out with grass and trees, and the sites 
around it are to be reserved for civic 
buildings and for offices for professional 
and business purposes. 

There is much in the town of North- 
ampton that is attractive, and the develop- 
ment plan will help the town to retain 
this character; and if the team who 
produced this plan remain to see it carried 
out, Northampton’s new building will be 
far and away above the national average. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
(Continued from page 400). 


PROPOSED REGISTRATION OF 
CLERKS OF WORKS ACT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Modern society seems cursed 
with a mania for registration. We 
have ‘‘ registered architects” and “‘ regis- 
tered plumbers.” All that registration 
tries to ensure is a tolerable degree of 
competence. The safeguarding of a 
title is no guarantee of excellence. Why 
should it be desired, as suggested by Mr. 
Frank H. Peck in your issue of February 22, 
to preserve an archaic title like ‘“‘ Clerk 
of Works,” anyway ? 

Advertisements in your newspaper in- 
dicate that clerks of works are not valued 
very highly for supervising works of some 
importance, often worth many thousands 
of pounds. It is doubtful whether even 
the magic prescription “‘ registered ’’ would 
be of any real benefit. 

R. V. Epwarps. 

54, Brewer-street, W.1. 


IRON AND STEEL DISTRIBUTION 
SCHEME: STEEL TRENCH 
SHEETING 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I, through the medium of 
your newspaper, endeavour to remove 
confusion among those building con- 
tractors who desire to purchase steel 
trench sheeting in regard to the surrender 
of iron and steel authorisations? The 
confusion is caused by the instruction of 
the Ministry of Works to the manu- 
facturers and distributors of steel trench 
sheeting that it must not be sold without 
the collection of iron and steel authorisa- 
tions, conflicting with the contents of 
the publication “‘ Iron and Steel Distribu- 
tion—Notes to Consumers,” published in 
January by H.M.S.O. for the Ministry of 
Supply, and the ‘Amendment No. 1, 
February 1952.” Appendix III of the 
““Notes to Consumers” itemises the 
articles for which bulk authorisation is 
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issued to manufacturers and, therefore, no 
iron and steel authorisation is needed when 
the goods ate sold to the consumer. 

Included in Appendix III (page 37) in 
index 44 is Steel Trench Sheets which, 
according to the Ministry of Works, is an 
error, and it will be omitted in a revised 
publication not yet available to industry 
or the public. In the meantime, written 
applications for iron and steel authorisation 
should be made to the Ministry of Works, 
Lambeth Bridge House, London, S.E.1, 
marked for the attention of “‘ The Plant 
Officer’ and giving the weight of steel 
trench sheeting required and the particu- 
lars of the contracts for which it is needed, 

C. E. Green [A.M.I.Mech.E.] 
60, Bancroft-avenue, 
London, N.2. 


ARCH AT HARLINGTON CHURCH 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Referring to Mr. Cecil Clutton’s 
query (The Builder, February 29), 

local tradition has long recognised this 
arch as of Saxon origin, confirmed by 
antiquarians’ claim that the arch was one 
“which belonged te a much earlier 
Saxon church previously occupying the 
site.” Moreover, the carving is strikingly 
similar to Saxon in its general design. 

Mr. Clutton is, of course, quite entitled 
to his own opinion; but he appears to 
infer, in comparing the example at the 
small church at Escombe with the “ rich 
carving at Harlington,” that the Saxons 
were incapable of such elaborate workman- 
ship. I perceive no reason to believe that. 
In all probability the quality and intricate 
detail put into such a job would necessarily 
be governed by the amount of money 
available and offered by the church 
patrons, as it would today. 

A. LEONARD SUMMERS. 
Hayes, Middlesex. 


LETHABY SCHOLARSHIP 


Tue Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings wishes to ensure that 
the accumulation of knowledge gained 
from its long and varied experience in the 
treatment and repair of old buildings is 
not lost, and to secure its continuance in 
the work of the younger architects. 

With this end in view, and in memory 
of the late Professor W. R. Lethaby, the 
society awards a scholarship to enable 
selected students to study the actual repair 
works under the direction of the com- 
mittee. 

The society now wishes to make a 
further award and invites those who are 
interested to make application. 

“The conditions of the scholarship are 
that the selected student is expected to 
live where the work is being done and every 
opportunity is given by the society for 
him to examine the processes of repair in 
as varied a way as possible and under 
different masters. 

The scholarship carries with it a grant 
of not less than £80 payable in monthly 
instalments, and covers six months. , 

The closing date for the receipt of 
applications is April 16, and these should 
be made to the Secretary, The Society for 
the Protection of Ancient Buildings, 
55, Great Ormond-street, London, W.C.1. 





Mar 


7 
durin 
vided 
Profe: 
F.R.I 
“Tw 
the R 
66, F 
and f 
extrac 
Hend 
Sir Pz 
My 
Twent 
That 
subjec 
day to 
all the: 
20 yee 
immor 
teers.” 
before 
Rasmu 
that he 
Paris ¢ 
transpc 
the les 
century 
in place 
of the 
This 
plannin 
the per: 
War—t 
period 
roughly 
Twenty 
is 1938 
lonne, s 
think th 
Whor 
Muskete 
I put fo: 
Geddes, 
Unwin, 
we say 
ning? ] 
George | 
It mai 
there y 
20 years 
importan 
ideas anc 
Let m 
glimpse 
with whi 
me remir 
I think + 
of those ¢ 
World W 
Was the f 
Secondly, 
Town P} 
Which we 
Town Pla 
lamiliar t 


#0 housin 


0 Cor 
t Britis 
Internatio; 
fate impo 
Value of 
Magnificer 
Academy, 


























ec, no 
when 


7) in 
hich, 
is an 
vised 
justry 
ritten 
sation 
/orks, 
3.E.1, 
Plant 
steel 
rticu- 
‘eded. 
E.] 


JRCH 


itton’s 
y 29), 
d this 
ed by 
‘as one 
earlier 
ng the 
ikingly 
mn. 

ntitled 
ears to 
at the 
» rich 
Saxons 
rkman- 
ve that. 
ntricate 
essarily 
money 
church 


MERS. 


tion of 
ure that 
gained 
re in the 
dings is 
ance in 
cts. 
memory 
aby, the 
) enable 
al repair 
he com- 


make a 
who are 


rship are 
yected to 
and every 
ciety for 
repair in 
id under 


it a grant 
monthly 
hs. p 
eceipt of 
se shou 
ociety for 
Buildings, 
n, W.C.L. 





March 14 1952 


THE BUILDER 


“ TWENTY YEARS AFTER” 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie’s Paper at the R.I.B.A. 


HE progress made in the inter-related 
spheres of architecture and planning 
during the first half of this century pro- 
vided the theme for the paper given by 
Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie, 
F.R.I.B.A., for which he chose the title 
“Twenty Years After,” at a meeting of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, at 
66, Portland-place, W.1, on March 4, 
and from which we take the following 
extracts. "The President, Mr. A. Graham 
Henderson, A.R.S.A., was in the chair. 
Sir PATRICK ABERCROMBIE said : 

My title may seem slightly ambiguous. 
Twenty years after what? After to-day ? 
That might seem to be a very suitable 
subject, considering the appearance from 
day to day of development plans. Will 
all they show to-day have been realised in 
20 years? My title is based upon the 
immortal trilogy, ‘‘ The Three Muske- 
teers.’ It was, I must confess, chosen 
before the publication in England of Mr. 
Rasmussen’s book. You will remember 
that he has a charming chapter on the 
Paris of the three Musketeers! I am 
transposing the periods. I am _ taking 
the less exciting life of the twentieth 
century with its architecture and planning 
in place of the swashbuckling and intrigue 
of the seventeenth century. 

This is how my 50 odd years of British 
planning works out. The first period is 
the period to the end of the First World 
War—the Three Musketeers period, the 
period to 1918. The second period is 
roughly between the wars—1918 to 1938— 
Twenty Years After. The third period 
is 1938 to date—the Vicomte de Brage- 
lonne, still unfinished. In fact, I do not 
think that I ever did finish that book ! 

Whom shall we suggest as the three 
Musketeers of planning in this country ? 
I put forward the following three names— 
Geddes, Ebenezer Howard and Raymond 
Unwin. And d’Artagnan? Whom shall 
we say was the d’Artagnan of the plan- 
ning? I can think of no one better than 
George Pepler. 

It may seem surprising to say so, but 
there were achievements during the 
2) years between the wars. But most 
mportant, there were forecasts of present 
ideas and practice. 

Let me for one brief moment take one 
glimpse at the first period—not the one 
with which I am dealing to-night! Let 
me remind you of three historic features ! 

I think the three most important events 
of those early far-off days before the First 
World War are these. First of all, there 
Was the founding of Letchworth in 1903. 
secondly, there was the first of the English 
Town Planning Acts, the Act of 1909, 
which was known as the Housing and 
Town Planning Act, a title that seems very 
umiliar to us to-day, with its emphasis 


1 “housing. Thirdly, there was the great 


0 Conference of the Royel Institute 
% British Architects. That was an 
itetnational event of absolutely _first- 
"le importance. There was the lasting 
due of the report, and there was the 


magnificent exhibition at the Royal 
Academy, 


THREE MAF¥OR ACTS 

These three periods drape themselves 
around three major Acts. The first I 
have already mentioned—the 1909 Hous- 
ing and Town Planning Act. There was 
the 1932 Act, preceded by two minor 
consolidating Acts. ‘There was the 1947 
Act, the present one. 

The 1932 Act came late in the period. 
What I want to talk about is what the 
Act could not do rather than what it 
could do. The first thing the 1932 
Act could not do was to plan the town. 
That is quite evident. A beginning had 
been made with the London Plan, but 
there were no proposals whatever on that. 

Secondly, the Act was very inefficient 
with regard to the planning of the coun- 
try. There were very considerable powers 
for detailed planning of suburbs. It was 
really still a suburban Act for developing 
suburbs, but there was nothing what- 
ever for determining where they should 
come in in any broad scheme of planning. 

What were the real causes of the ineffec- 
tiveness of the 1932 Act? I think that 
the first was the fear of compensation. 
Secondly, no interest was taken at that 
stage in agriculture. Next, everything 
had in practice to be tied up in a rigid 
statutory scheme which had almost the 
importance and firmness of an Act of 
Parliament once passed. There was a 
general absence of direction with regard to 
regional and national population grouping. 
Finally, there was no proper machinery 
for programming. Every part of a scheme 
might be supposed to take place simul- 
taneously, and that was one of the greatest 
defects of the Act. 


REGIONAL PLANNING 


These were bare statutory schemes and 
negative control, but they were supple- 
mented by a number of plans and pro- 
posals of a very much wider vision. 
Joint committees were set up for regional 
planning and grouping, and reports were 
prepared. 

Although I am not talking about the 
1947 Act, I think I might say that in my 
opinion it is retrograde as compared with 
the 1932 Act with its regional councils. 
I think I am correct in saying that there 
are no regional planning committees at 
work to-day except in the counties without 
county boroughs. It is a pity, because 
the counties, although I have great respect 
for them and like to see a Lord Lieutenant 
in his full panoply, are somewhat anti- 
quated as units for planning purposes. 

The grouping of local or planning 
authorities is not enough. I have hinted 
that these groups of local authorities 
prepared advisory reports, and you will 
find a large number of them upstairs in 
the library. They made a _ definite 
contribution towards planning. 

There was a gap between these reports 
and the statutory schemes—a very serious 
gap. That was because of the fear of 
compensation, and so forth. Raymond 
Unwin suggested the preparation of what 
is called a preliminary statement. This 
was intended to give the public an idea 
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of what the planning scheme would con- 
tain. A kind of threefold stage was 
envisaged : an advisory plan on the basis 
of these reports, a preliminary statement 
extracted from it and given the approval 
of the planning authority, and _ finally 
the statutory scheme. Unfortunately this 
suggestion was not carried out. Unwin 
was conscious that there was a danger of 
interim planning going on for years and 
years without anything being done on it 
at all. It was on the basis of that principle 
that when the London County Plan was 
drawn up we looked into the bottom drawer 
to see what was there, and we found 


absolutely nothing. It was based on 
nothing at all. In other words, it was an 
improvisation. I do not myself like 


interim planning on an empty bottom 
drawer. 

Those are the main features, one might 
say, of the legal side of this period. Under 
what auspices did these 20 years of active 
planning and building start ? I will just 
give you three or four. 

NEW TOWNS 

First there was the Geddes Survey 
and Exhibition and his teaching of the 
Triad—the home, place and work. There 
was then the Housing and Town Planning 
Act of 1909 and there were the advisory 
reports I have already mentioned. Next 
there was Ebenezer Howard with his 
ideas on grouping as interpreted in actual- 
ity by Parker and Unwin at Letchworth 
and as a general concept. At the end of 
the war my friend Osborn, whom I hoped 
would be here to-night, carried out a 
tearing campaign for building a hundred 
new towns with great good humour. He 
thought as the result of a tour in the north 
of England that he had got people to 
agree. Osborn came back thinking he 
had converted the country, and found 
that that incorrigible old realist, Ebenezer 
Howard, had bought a site for a second 
new town. It was a complete blow to 
him to have one instead of a hundred 
possible towns! But Ebenezer Howard 
said that one in reality was worth a 
hundred in the brain of Mr. Osborn. 
The amazing thing about that episode was 
that here was this old man who had not a 
penny in his pocket and who bought 
four square miles in Hertfordshire al- 
though he could not even pay the deposit, 

and got the estate agent who had been 
bidding for him to find the money out of 
his own purse. But he bought well, and 
he got his town built. 

Then there was an almost forgotten 
report which is of great importance, the 
Tudor Walters report. Finally, a number 
of admirable and charming smaller 
schemes, such as the Hampstead Garden 
Suburb, were already in existence. 

Never were good and fertile and prac- 
tical ideas more completely neglected or 
prostituted. Four million houses were 
built. The fact that four million houses 
were built is, of course, something; 
333,000 houses were put up per annum 
in the last five pre-war years, which is 
more than we can do to-day. Rather 
more than a quarter of these houses were 
planned, designed and built by local 
authorities. | Almost invariably they were 
good standard houses. More than half 
were built by private enterprise with the 
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financial aid of the building societies. 
Over two million houses were built which 
represented the wishes of the great semi- 
detached heart of the smaller bourgeoisie. 

What were the chief features cf this 
outburst of inter-war house building ? 
There was, I think we may say, no con- 
sidered choice of site whatever, except 
that it was one suitable for building and 
at a good price. 

The next feature was the destruction 
of far more farmland than the actual 
house plots required. There was no 
social grouping of any sort and no con- 
nection whatever between home and work. 
There was a random system of decentral- 
isation and a flocking to certain centres 
of both industry and population. 


THE INTER-WAR DELUGE 


In that inter-war deluge there were, 
it is true, certain islands. Welwyn was 
begun, and enough was built to show the 
qualities of the second Howard new town. 
The old man was justified. He has 
proved to be justified financially as well. 
In addition, there were many admirable 
small house groups within a tactical scale. 

In this welter of largely indiscriminate 
building, really valuable and important 
technical idezs and ideals were realised 
and adumbrated. These are well worth 
studying. They can conveniently be 
grouped under three heads in descending 
scale of magnitude ; the general disposi- 
tion of population on a regional basis ; 
neighbourhood or site grouping; and 
detailed arrangement of blocks and plots. 

As regards regional planning, Howard’s 
ideas were being realised at Letchworth 
and Welwyn, and to a certain extent 
at Wythenshawe. 

I now come to neighbourhood grouping 
and site planning. There has been a great 
deal of facile criticism of the actual standards 
and methods we have been adopting so far in 
trying to plan our neighbourhood units 
and groups. A great deal of research 
has gone into these standards, and you 
will see them put forward in the Dudley 
report, but much earlier in the pericd 
they were written about and attempted 
and planned, though perhaps not on a 
complete basis. I am a firm believer in 
the neighbourhood unit group, but I do 
not think we have said the last word 
about it. 


NOTABLE DEVELOPMENTS 


When we come to the more detailed 
features of these schemes, the street, the 
block and the super-block, the contribu- 
tion which was made during this period 
was of first-class importance. One of the 
earliest and most interesting experiments 
was by that remarkable soapboiler, Mr. 
Lever, at Port Sunlight—the block of 
houses with a great garden placed between 
the solid building. Then there was the 
cul de sac. 1 think those which were 
developed at Welwyn are some of the 
most charming in the world. Another 
development that was very interesting 
and connects up with what we are trying 
to do today was Parker’s close-fitting 
house-front and street-plan. The pattern 
for houses and roads was brought as close 
together as it could be. It was the early 
motor age, and there were the pre- 
supposed precincts as regards through 
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trafic. So you got the corridor street, 
the very thing people are down on today. 
But why? Were they not a feature of 
the mediaeval town? If there is no 
motor traffic to block it and only the 
occasional milk cart or car, what is the 
objection ? 

The next step was the super-block. 
Perhaps the most interesting example of 
the great super-block with the open space 
is the extension of the Hampstead Garden 
Suburb. If you look up the plan you 
will see that you have only to reverse the 
direction of the houses facing round the 
local green and have two roads instead of 
outlining the green on the far side of the 


houses, and you have practically the 
modern American idea of the super- 
block. 


The 20 years may, from my picture, 
appear to have produced a flood of 
sprawling houses. Nevertheless, one- 
third of the total population of England 
and Wales has been rehoused at densities 
of about 12 houses to the acre, thanks 
to one section of the Tudor Walters 
report, which was used to excess with all 
the accompanying requirements of group- 
ing. 

The period comes to an end, before the 
outbreak of the second war, with three 
great investigations—testimonies to our 
national discontents—the Barlow, Scott 
and Uthwatt reports. These three reports 
told Parliament and the country at some 
length what was wrong—and made sugges- 
tions as to how to set things right. The 
technicians were ready with fuller equip- 
ment than ever before, though not 
perhaps in sufficient numbers. They had 
before their eyes warnings about what to 
avoid, but also examples cf ideas success- 
fully realised, in this country and abroad. 
Then came the war—and we are still 
struggling with reconstruction. 


DISCUSSION 


In moving a vote of thanks to Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie, Str GEORGE PEPLER, 
C.B., P.P.T.P.I., said he thought they 
had all been fascinated by his address, 
although if they knew which 20 years 
he had been talking about, they were 
wiser than he was ! In any case, they were 
all very interesting years, and Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie had himself played a great 
part in them. 

*T think Sir Patrick will entirely agree 
with me that we must revive regional 
planning,” Sir George Pepler went on. 
“The Minister looks after planning, but 
it is the duty of the local planning 
authority ; and the boundaries of the 
counties bear very little relation in most 
cases to a planning unit. We must 
therefore get the local planning authorities 
to join together and built up regional 
plans. The national plan will then 
emerge. This will be a very much better 
way than merely sitting down in London 
and trying to devise a plan.” 

Mr. A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, F.R.I.B.A. 
who seconded the vote of thanks, said they 
had learnt a considerable amount from 
what the speaker had told them about the 
20 years following the first world war. 
‘“ We all realise its defects and we still, if 
we see something that is pretty poor in 
design, say it is good old by-law planning 
or suburban planning, or something of 
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that kind, which are things we are trying 
to avoid,” he said, ‘‘ It is interesting to 
hear that they were good projects, and it 
is up to us to try to rectify the defects 
which he talked about. 

“* Another fact that has been recognised 
is that work should be near the home. 
In most new towns, the establishment of 
industry has come first, and the houses 
follow afterwards. I think that is the 
right way round.” 

Mr. A. W. Kenyon, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A,, 
said it was interesting to hear the names 
put forward by Sir Patrick. People 
like Ebenezer Howard might not be very 
well known at the moment, but his book 
was well worth reading, and was extremely 
interesting. ; 

Welwyn might sometimes be looked 
upon as something rather passé and 
Georgian, but it was still worth looking 
at, especially on a lovely June day when 
the trees were out, and the gardens were 
kept beautifully. Those who had not 
seen it might learn something from it. 

On the subject of the super-block, 
Mr. LIoNeL Brett, A.R.I.B.A., said 
that the idea was, of course, most effective 
on paper and would no doubt be most 
attractive in practice. But there were two 
objections to it which seemed nowadays 
in this country to be fundamental. One 
was the lowness of density that resulted, 
and one was the upkeep of that green space 
which was not large enough for proper 
sports grounds and was more amenity space, 

Mr. T. F. THompson, L.R.I.B.A.,, said 
that sufficient stress had not been laid in 
subsequent remarks on the tremendous 
contribution that Sir Patrick himself 
had made to planning from the archi- 
tectural point of view. He had welded 
together the architectural and _ planning 
aspects. 

Mrs. C. M. Munns, A.R.I.B.A,, said 
in Eltham they had the corridor street 
and it was surprising how it appealed to 
everybody—architects, planners and lay- 
men. 5 

Str Patrick ABERCROMBIE said in 
reply that Mr. Kenyon’s remarks on 
Welwyn were very interesting. At one 
time Welwyn was a Gospel piece. You 
had to accept Welwyn completely. “ Now 
we look at it with critical eyes. We 
appreciate its good points and see certain 
features we do not like so much—not 
necessarily the design of the houses, 
but certain features of planning. That is 
the way in which we must, and do, appre- 
ciate these works of art and architecture 
as they are carried out.” 

He was glad that one of the younger 
speakers said a word for the corridor 
street which had been anathema. Mum- 
ford, he said, had only to see the word 
“corridor”? and he almost foamed! 

“What you try to do is to plan the 
unit so that it does not attract through 
trafic. I did not mention it, but it 3 
necessary to say that a good deal of that 
corridor planning and precinct planning 
which was_so carefully thought out 
those days has faded out. ‘The engineers 
insisted on having an unnecessarily wide 
and expensive road. 

“Gordon Stephenson has pointed out 
recently that a great deal of the space We 
want for playing-grounds could be taken 
off the roads.”’ 
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THE BUILDER 


THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 


Its Past, Present and Future 


“ “\UO VADIS Architectural Associa- 
tion ?”’ was the title of a debate at 
the Architectural Association, 36, Bedford- 
square, on February 27. It was a students’ 
evening and the formal business having 
been concluded the President, Mr. 
Anthony Chitty, handed the control of 
proceedings over to Mr. S. G. Rosenberg, 
chairman of the Students’ Committee. 

Mr. ANTHONY Cox, who was the first 
speaker, sketched the history of the 
Association from its beginning over a 
hundred years ago, when a number of 
young men had come together into a sort 
of self-help society for young architects. 
These young men, said Mr. Cox, had set 
themselves projects which they worked 
out and brought to the meetings for 
cfiticism. From this small beginning 
had developed the Architectural Associa- 
tion of today. 

Speaking of recent times Mr. Cox said 
that a little before the war the students 
began to formulate proposals for changes. 
One of these was the experiment of 
dividing the five year course into 15 term 
or unit divisions, each such division 
marking a different stage of the school work. 
So long as that system continued work was 
more vivid. It was also possible for unit 
one and unit fifteen to work in the same 
studio. There was far more contact and 
discussion between students at different 
stages than under the five-year system. 
In 1937 it had been suggested that the 
basis of the school must lie in the effort 
to produce a living contemporary architec- 
ture, and a change had followed, the 
results of which could now be seen in 
Hertfordshire and on the South Bank. 


THE PRESENT 


Mr. JoHN Kay dealt with the present. 
He said that although the principal of the 
school had been changed five times in the 
last five years, it was encouraging to find 
the degree to which the continuity of 
educational development had been main- 
tained. This was partly because ex- 
students maintained an interest in the 
school, and partly it was because the 
students had been able to initiate important 
changes. Through the International 
Union of Students it was possible for 
those studying at the Architectural Asso- 
ciation to meet students from abroad and 
compare the architectural education of 
different countries. Students had benefited 
from this and also from the employment 
of foreign architects on the staff of the 
school. 

Speaking of the contribution of the 
Association to architectural education, 

t. Kay said that co-operation of staff 
and students was the basis of its educa- 
tional system. Then there was the closest 
Possible link with the profession and with 
the building industry as a whole. Students 
had benefited from site work and could 
benefit from a closer link with big public 
offices. Thirdly came group working. 
There was a belief that this submerged 
the individual, but he thought the opposite 
was true. Having to bring the"members 





of his group to his own point of view 
the student clarified this for himself and 
improved his own abilities both to design 
and to persuade. The unit system had 
been a good one. It had worked. at its 
best when the school was about 250 
strong; this was the number to which 
the school would come in two or three 
years’ time. Another contribution of the 
Association to architectural education was 
the very wide general education given by 
its lectures and the activities of the 
Students’ Committee in trying to bring 
the Association more on to the level of a 
university. 


THE ASSOCIATION’S 
AUTONOMY 


The Association was unique in that it 
had been founded by students and had 
pioneered in many aspects of architectural 
education. . It enjoyed a relative autonomy 
from the universities, the Government and 
the R.I.B.A., and was in the position to 
lead on a large number of matters. What 
should now be its role? Primarily its 
responsibility must be to the school, to 
extend and deepen the education there. 
Its responsibility began before the course 
started, with pre-entry training. More 
consideration should be given to the 
problem of grants and fees, so as to ensure 
that the students were those who would 
benefit most by their education and not 
merely those who could afford it. The 
link with the living actualities of the 
profession and with the building industry 
should be strengthened. During and 
after the course there should be a greater 
development of post-graduate education 
so that the Association might become a 
design research centre. But clearly the 
responsibility of the Association to its 
members did not end there. It should 
remember that its students were the 
favoured few ; most students training to 
be architects studied under difficult con- 
ditions. 

It should consider the present state of 
the building industry, which was the 
largest in this country and the least 
planned. There was the greatest demand 
for buildings of all kinds and the least 
supply. Machines existed but the indus- 
try was less mechanised than any other. 
There was talk of economy and pro- 
ductivity, but were these being judged on 
the standards of the people who would 
live in the buildings ? The Association 
must see that the abilities of the students 
it trained were used to the best advantage 
to themselves, the profession and the 
people whose lives would be moulded by 
the designs those students made. 

Mr. Terry KNIGHT said that the 
conception of the design and programme 
of the A.A.’s future must concern its 
students, the school staff, the members 
and the Council. All must play a part 
in determining what the future would be. 
The ideas he was to express were personal 
ones, but they were shared by his fellow 
students in varying degrees. Many of 
them, nearing the end of their school 






417 


course, were alarmed by their lack of 
competence to play their part as architects. 
The deficiency had been recognised by 
the R.I.B.A., as was demonstrated by its 
attempt to extend the period of training 
by a year. But the students did not see 
the deficiency as one that could be 
remedied by a year or two in an office ; 
they saw it as a fundamental issue. In 
their view the whole profession had failed 
miserably to equip itself to face the 
problems of the age, although few 
architects realised that fact. 

The A.A. students were not satisfied 
with their education. They objected, 
not on such matters of detail as whether 
they should do one or two term theses, 
or whether programmes should be larger 
or smaller; they were not quarrelling 
only with the ways and means of thei: 
education, but with the very aims of their 
educational system. They did not agree 
that the type of person that the system 
was trying to make of them was the kind 
the world needed, and they did not feel 
that out of the present educational 
system they would be equipping them- 
selves to face the problems that awaited 
them. 

The role of the architect was changing 
and his education should change 
accordingly. The problems facing the 
architect today were vastly different from 
those facing architects in the early days 
of the Association. There were now 
different ways of regarding the individual 
and the community from those which 
had then prevailed. It was now considered 
that the architect had a duty not only 
towards his patron, but towards all his 
fellow men. His terms of reference were 
not confined to one building, he must 
extend his vision and recognise that 
everything he did must be considered in 
relation to the whole basis of our life 
pattern. The techniques available to 
architects had increased enormously in 
quantity and complexity, so that they 
were in a position where they could 
neither formulate the problem clearly 
nor master the techniques, and they 
would continue to fail so long as they 
allowed narrow professional prejudice to 
prevent them co-operating fully with 
others who provided building accommoda- 
tion. Did this mean that the architect 
must abandon his role of professional 
gentleman ? Must he come down and 
see himself as a member of a team which 
was in a position both to formulate and 
to solve the problem? Some thought 
yes, some no, and some had reservations. 
Mr. Knight said he would not attempt to 
offer a final solution, but he was certain 
that the Association should be trying to 
discover the answer to these questions. 
Its members should be experimenting to 
work out a more logical way to do things. 
Had the Association any contribution to 
make in the future? He believed it had 
the potentiality to tackle the problems. 


THE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS 


One of the weaknesses of the school 
way of education was that there was 
insufficient contact with the practical 
problems of building. The President had 
said that the problem which stood above 
all others was how to link five years of 
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academic training with the rough and 
tumble of the office. Attempts had been 
made to bring the practical problems into 
the school. They had had real clients, 
a real site, a practical training site and 
work on building sites, but practical 
problems brought into a school missed 
essential reality, and it was a mistake to 
try to learn how to solve them there. 
Techniques could only be learned by 
tackling them in conjunction with an 
experienced person. Nevertheless the 
school had a very important part to play 
in education. In the school the student 
would be studying problems in their 
widest aspects, in a way which would be 
impossible if fettered by day to day 
distractions. But the process must not 
go on too long, and most students were 
convinced that five years was too long. 
Intermingled with this cloister-like atmos- 
phere there should be an experience of 
practical problems in the office and on the 
site. Work in the school would take 
almost entirely ‘the form of theses. This 
kind. of thing could best be done under 
the unit system. The student might 
become an apprentice, not to an individual 
but to the Architectural Association 
which would afford him facilities for 
practical experience of the trade and study 
in the challenging atmosphere which should 
pervade a school. In such circumstances 
ene might hope that the dividing line 
between student and practising architect 
would become blurred. What prevented 
the Association from taking this step ? 
He feared it was a desire to be respectable 
and to submit unchallengingly to authority. 
But it must make up its mind whether 
it would submit to outside influences and 
become a dreary professional club with a 
school attached, turning out technical 
assistants for the industry, or whether it 
would: take bold measures to meet the 
future in its own way. The Architectural 
Association had no future unless it was 
willing to lead. 

‘THE CHAIRMAN said he welcomed those 
who put forward considered views and 
told the Association it must face the 
future. As to co-operation, whether be- 
tween staff and students, between mem- 
bers and staff or between any two people 
or bodies, co-operation could not be 
achieved by talks and meetings. ‘There 
must be a common ground of work. In 
the present case the work should be 
aichitectural if possible. Combining work 
in school and office would be an advantage 
to the student and to the architect with 
whom he worked. Five years was too long; 
if the course must last five. years, let 
students have a break to work in offices. 
The idea of apprenticeship to the Asso- 
ciation was, he thought, wonderful. 


£22m. FOR L.C.C. HOUSING 
Capital Expenditure Estimate 

IN THE annual estimates of capital expendi- 
ture for 1952-53 the London County Council 
have made provision for the spending of over 
£22,000,000 on housing including £19,500,000 
for building works, etc., at sites already 
acquired. Education will absorb £5,000,000, 
approximately £4,000,000 of which will be 
spent on the erection, alteration, reinstate- 
ment and adaptation of schools. 

It is expected that £450,000 will be needed 
for loans under the Housing Acts. 
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The pair of ‘‘ People’s Houses” which have been erected for the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government at Olympia. 


THE “PEOPLE’S HOUSE” 
Housing Ministry’s Exhibit at Olympia 


ONE of the principal centres of attraction at the Ideal Home Exhibition, now running at 
Olympia, is the stand on which the Ministry of Housing and Local Government are 
showing two examples of “‘ The People’s House.”’ There are a two-bedroom type (under 
the gable in the above illustration) and a three-bedroom type, erected side by side. Plans 
of both appeared in ‘‘ Houses, 1952,”’ which was published recently by the Ministry as a 
supplement to the ‘‘ Housing Manual, 1949.” The gabled house is described as being 
suitable for a youngish 
family numbering about 
four and living in town. Temporary opening 
Its area is 679 sq. ft and its . 
aggregate ground floor 
living area 289 sq. ft. The 
living-room runs from 
front to back. The out- 
buildings comprise a 50 
sq. ft. store and space for 
fuel. There are two 
double - bedrooms on 
the first floor, and a 
combined bathroom and 
w.c. 





shy FIRST FLOOR 2 8EDROOM HOUSE —- 3 BEDROOM HOUSE 
The adjeining house, 
it is suggested, could be 
for a country family of. 
five. Its area is 863 sq. St. 
ft., plus 51 sq. ft. store 
space within the four t. 
walls of the house anda — 
12 sq. ft. fuel store 
outside. 
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In addition, the Min- 
istry are also showing a aay, 
a. bungalow designed exnisiTion. 
especially for an elderly 
couple capable of look- : 
ing after themselves. ' 
It has a_ living-room, 
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Each of these exhibits ’ ‘ Entrance Front facing Road 
was built by John 
Laing and Son, Ltd. GROUND FLOOR-) 28EDROOMHOUSE — 3 BEDROOM HOUSE 
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THE HOUSE-BUILDING 
PROGRAMME 


Advantages of Non-Traditional Ways 
of Building 


R. HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, 
who on March 7 opened six houses of 
“No-Fines” concrete construction built 
in seven weeks at Eastcote, Ruislip, Middx, 
has sent a circular to local authorities call- 
ing attention to the advantages of non- 
traditional ways of building. The circular 
(No. 28/52, dated March 6) states :— 

In Circulars 70/51 and 9/52 the authority 
were urged to adopt the ideas behind the 
new designs in “Houses, 1952,” and to 
review local arrangements with the object 
of securing the completion as quickly as 
possible, in this year and in 1953 and 1954, 
of.as many houses as local resources allow. 

Authorities with no experience of the suc- 
cessful ““ non-traditional ” methods developed 
since the war may be limiting their review 
to the materials and labour available for the 
building of traditional houses. It is im- 
portant that these resources should be used 
to the utmost. But in many areas—and 
indeed in the country as a whole—they fall 
short of requirements. It was because the 
building industry was overloaded that all 
building work subject to the starting date 
procedure—except for defence and other 
purposes essential to the national interest— 
had to be deferred. It follows that there 
will be avoidable delay in relieving the 
hardship and anxiety of those on waiting 
lists and others in need of homes unless 
the maximum output of traditional houses 
attainable in present circumstances is 
supplemented by the use of established 
“non-traditional ” methods. 


Proved Methods 


As a number of authorities know from 
their own experience, these proved “ non- 
traditional”? methods provide thoroughly 
satisfactory houses at prices fully competitive 
with traditional methods and, given judicious 
and careful lay-out, of not less satisfying 
appearance. They take up to 50 per cent. 
less man-hours on the site and an even lower 
proportion of skilled labour in certain trades. 
As national statistics show, they are on 
average completed in four-fifths of the time 
similar traditional houses take to build. 
Most of the established types can now be 
had in a variety of designs, conforming to 
the plans and sizes recommended in current 
Housing Manuals, and they include semi- 
detached houses, terraces of various lengths, 
two-storey flats and single-storey dwellings 
for old people. 

Arrangements will on request be made by 
the Ministry’s principal regional officer, in 
collaboration with the owning local authori- 
ties and the firms concerned, to show 
examples of all or any particular types of 
non-traditional house that representatives of 
the authority would like to see. 

To secure correlation between supply and 
demand, the Minister has asked the firms 
mainly concerned what. increase in produc- 
tion they can make, beginning this year. 

To reduce the time taken in approval of 
contracts, and to give assurance to the firms 
that they may confidently proceed with 
their production plans and to local authori- 
lies that they will not waste time on schemes 
Which may later be rejected, the Minister 
Proposes to agree with the firms on prices 
for each type in each region. Contractors 
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would not always tender at these prices, with 
site and other variations; but where a tender 
price for the basic items is at or below the 
agreed figure approval can be given more 
quickly. 

In view of the saving in man-hours 
required on the site, the Minister feels justi- 
fied in offering increased programme instal- 
ments to those authorities who employ in 
their current or future programmes the new 
methods of building for some or all of the 
houses they had intended to build by tradi- 
tional methods. Authorities will thus be 
able to get more houses under contract. 
The size of the increase in each case will 
depend on the ability of the firms to-expand 
their production in each region, on the total 
requirements of all authorities in the region, 
and in some places on the extra strain 
imposed on building resources generally by 
special housing needs—e.g., for coal miners 
and workers on defence projects. 


The ‘most effective results and the best 
prices are likely to be secured by building 
large groups of houses and so giving the 
contractors reasonably long and certain pro- 
duction runs. Further, the increase in pro- 
duction the firms concerned are likely to 
be able to make will be bigger in 1953 and 
1954 than in 1952. For these reasons the 
Minister looks primarily to authorities with 
substantial programmes for 1952 to take 
immediate action under this circular. But 
since the progressive expansion of authori- 
ties’ housing programmes in 1953 and 1954 
will, in the circumstances explained above, 
put an increasing strain on the resources 
available for building by traditional methods. 
all authorities are asked to consider the 
extent to which non-traditional houses will 
be needed in their areas next year and in 


1954. Several of the available types are 
suitable for small schemes and _ for 
in-filling. 


The principal regional officer will follow 
this circular by approaching individual 
authorities in the order indicated in the pre- 
ceding paragraph. He will seek information 
as to:— 


(a) The number of “non-traditional ” 
houses which the authority were already 
proposing to build as part of their current 
programme. 

(b) The additional number in their 
current programme which they will be 
prepared to build by the new methods. 

(c) Whether the authority desire to 
receive an addition to their current pro- 
gramme, also to be built by the new 
methods. And 

(d) The extent to which the authority 
are willing to build non-traditional houses 
in future expressed as a proportion of the 
total programme for their area, including 
the part to be allocated to private licences. 
(This will be taken into account when 
future instalments of the local programme 
are being made.) 


The authority will be able to allot private 
enterprise licences up to one-half of any 
approved increase in their programme, but 
it will be appreciated that: local resources 
may not permit the building of more houses 
in the district by traditional methods. It 
would be open to the authority to issue 
some of the licences for building by one of 
the new methods. Indeed, the ~authority 
might well encourage use of the new methods 
for private building by firms already operat- 
ing in their area on council housing. They 
should, in particular, consider the possibili- 
ties of giving block licences for such build- 
ing, and help in the provision of sites. 
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The Minister hopes that the authority will 
give these matters urgent consideration. He 


‘does not expect them to wait until ap- 


proached by the principal regional officer 
before entering into new or further con- 
tracts for houses to be built by the new 
methods. He believes that the authority 
will agree with him that the facts given 
above demonstrate that more use should be 
made of these methods from now on. Any- 
thing the authority may do now in that 
direction will be taken fully into. account 
when increases in programmes are being 
considered. 


REGIONAL HOUSING BOARDS 
Eastern Region and Wales 


TTTHE Housing Production Board for the 

Eastern Region of England, comprising 
the counties of Bedfordshire, Cambridge- 
shire, Huntingdonshire, Norfolk, Suffolk and 
the greater parts of Essex and Hertfordshire, 
has now been set up. Its headquarters will 
be in Cambridge, and the independent chair- 
man is Alderman W. Bird, M.B.E., J.P., 
Representatives of the building trades 
employers are Mr. H. D. Ridgeon and Mr. 
P. J. C. West; and representatives of the 
operatives are Mr. H. Kelly and Mr. E. S. 
Blake. Mr. V. I. Gaster, Principal Regional 
Officer, will represent the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government; and Mr. J. 
Astbury, O.B.E., the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. Brigadier R. Briggs, C.B.E., 
D.S.O., M.C., Regional Director, M.o.W. is 
also a member. 

The Housing Production Board for Wales 
has its headquarters in Cardiff, and the 
independent chairman is Sir Leslie Joseph. 
Representatives of the building trades 
employers are Mr. E. J. Smith, C.B.E., and 
Councillor Glyn Davies, J.P.; and representa- 
tives of the operatives are Mr. H. E. Edmonds 
and Mr. W. Cotter. Mr. J. D. Morris, 
Principal Housing Officer in the Welsh 
Office; will represent the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government; and Mr. 
O. N. Taylor, the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. Mr. G. G. Walters, Direc- 
tor, M.o.W. is also a member. 
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THE COST OF BUILDING 


Obstacles in the Way of Greater Productivity 
By L. A. TAYLOR, LIOB 


HE editorial and the short report 
upon the cost of building by Mr. 
H. J. Venning, F.R.I.C.S., in The Builder 
of February 22, indeed provides plenty of 
food for thought not only by builders, but 
by officials and operatives and all who are 
associated with building. I was struck 
not only by the story of the charts, with 
which I am very well acquainted, and 
which though incomplete is nevertheless 
valuable as it stands, but also by the 
appearance of the charts in the same issue 
with other pertinent aspects of this 
important subject. 

I refer to the paper delivered recently 
by Mr. W. H. Rothwell, B.Sc., F.R.I.C.S., 
on the “ Theory of Valuations : the Effect 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947”; to the abridged report of a 
paper by Mr. L. W. Elliott, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.I.C.E., on “The Influence of 
Design on Productivity’; and last but 
not least to the letter on ‘“‘ Building Wages 
and Inflation,’ by Mr. H. Heumann, 
F.R.S.S. 

Now there is a distinct relationship 
between all these facts, figures and view- 
points, though it is obvious that there is 
not much comfort to be drawn from any 
one of the gentlemen concerned. There 
are many gaps, some of them wide, which 
I would like to attempt to fill. 

First the ‘‘ chart”? and that gap be- 
tween the Wages-Materials lines and the 
Building Cost Line. Those people who 
do not know are now asked to take notice 
of the fact that a very large slice of this 
gap is accounted for by the fall in ‘‘ average 
unit productivity’ since 1939. Let us 
not boggle at this disclosure; it can 
unfortunately be so readily proved by 
many examples. The chart could there- 
fore have been improved if a line showing 
the rise in cost of labour had been plotted. 
Such a line would have taken its place 
higher in the graph than the wages line. 

Whilst the following figures are not 
offered as conclusive proof of the situation, 
estimating surveyors will know that they 
represent a close assessment taken over 
all the trades. 


RELATIVE COST OF LABOUR 




















1939 s. d. 
Craftsman 1Okc. By 
Unskilled 5 hr. 8 
25 
Benefits 5 per cent me “ ss 14 
2 6b 
1952 s. d 
As before 1.0 hr. ; 3 6 
Unskilled 66 hr. say 21 
7 
Add.—50 per cent (representing a fall in 
productivity of 33 per cent) “a 94 
8 44 
Add.—10} per cent for benefits we < 104 
9 3 





The relative cost of labour would 
therefore appear to be 365 per cent of 
1939. The figures shown are not unfairly 
posed since they have been drawn from 
experience. 

The cost of labour line, thus plotted, 


would appear higher on the chart than the 
building cost line. The gap between the 
materials line and the latter can of course 
be accounted for partly by the margin of 
excess just dealt with; the dispropor- 
tionate increases of oncosts and freight 
charges ; and by profit. 

Since 1939 particularly, we have wit- 
nessed a growing army of officials, both 
those with technical training and other 
attainments, and those whose main quali- 
fications are an ability to wield a rubber 
stamp and enter us and our activities 
in a neat card index. 

The identity card; the coupons for 
this and that ; the abortive W.B.A. (which 
died by its own hand—drowned in detail) ; 
licences for this and that, etc., etc.— 
many of which are unhappily still with us, 
their cloying tentacles still playing havoc. 
Yes—I know that some form of control is 
needed, and needed quickly! Need I 
explain ? 

But my main concern is to establish 
the fact that filling in these forms ; dealing 
with holidays with pay, P.A.Y.E., returns 
etc. has resulted in no mean increase in 
oncosts, which of course is directly reflected 
in tenders. I am aware that Mr. Venning’s 
chart makes allowance for the “ prime 
cost ”’ of H.W.P. stamps. 


THE FLUCTUATION CLAUSE 


I cannot agree with what seems obvious 
in Mr. Venning’s observation about the 
incidence of the “ rise and fall ”’ clause. 
To my mind the chart seems to confirm 
that by 1921 the cost of wages and mater- 
ials had begun to decline, and this together 
with the obvious feeling of stability no 
doubt led to the abolition of the clause 
without much opposition from the con- 
tractors. The falling market provided 
them with part of their profits. 

With the coming of the war it was 


obvious to everybody that the period of 


** steadiness”? in prices would, or had, 
come to an end and so, we have the need 
once again for the fluctuation clause. I 
do not question that the abolition of this 
clause would exert some discipline, but 
this I am afraid would only militate 
against the contractor. Selling organ- 
isations operate price controls now, which 
did not operate in anything like the same 
degree formerly. There is no doubt that 
the removal of the clause now would 
meet with terrific opposition, and very 
rightly so; it would be iniquitous and 
could only result in a decline in the 
number of businesses—certainly not in 
prices. People are liable to overlook the 
fact that a contractor doés not profit by 
an addition to the contract sum on account 
of the increases under discussion. But 
he does suffer a loss if he is not covered 
by the clause. Would anyone say that 
such a risk was a fair one for the con- 
tractor to carry, especially in the present 
times ? 

Let no one suggest that there is even 
the possibility of a “‘ featherbed ”’ mental- 
ity amongst builders. The experience of 
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estimating for work over the past five - 


years has been unique. Look at that 
chart again and then reflect upon the job 
of the estimator. He had quite enough to 
do to compete for jobs, and to spend some 
time probing and feeling at this “ new 
productivity level,” to have much inclina- 
tion towards featherbeds. Padded walls 
would fit more suitably into the metaphor, 
And all the time that margin of profit js 
2 per cent maximum ! ; 

As for the incentives scheme, one could 
write a lot about this, and its constant 
headaches, and my experience has been 
that such a scheme needs close and con- 
stant nursing. If you do this, and are 
prepared to operate it with flexibility, 
then it is quite likely you will ensure at 
the most that you will come out with 
labour costs not exceeding those you 
“dared yourself you were going to 
target down to ” when you built up your 
estimate. 

There is a time lag of course, in feeling 
your way down the “ labour costs ladder” 
when building-up prices. Even assum- 
ing there had been a general though 
moderate success in incentive schemes, 
any reductions directly due to this alone 
would only just begin to show up ina 
graph. But incentives schemes are neither 
generally applied, nor are they attended 
by startling successes. 

There has been a striving for economies 
in the field of design, both by public 
departments and private organisations, 
and much benefit will no doubt accrue. 
But the economies achieved do not com- 
pare with the increases. which have 
resulted from some of the causes outlined 
above. This, it appears to me, suggests 
that we should have spent a little more 
time upon the human element without 
which no production at all is possible. 

In these days we have witnessed the 
work of “‘ giants ’’ dwarfed, or stultified, 
by the “‘ pigmies ”’ by the simple expedient 
of withholding co-operation. Which 
brings me to Mr. Heumann’s letter. 


WAGES AND PROFITS 


Mr. Heumann is of course right that 
increased wages do not lower the standard 
of living. Laziness will achieve this 
more quickly, more directly and effectively; 
as will a major war which, depriving the 
nation of so many of its producers of 
consumable goods for a time, creates the 
same shortages as the former. 

He observes that in making large 
profits, those responsible exhibit a lack 
of consideration for the public weal and 
are guilty of immodesty. This may or 
may not be a fair and just observation, 
depending upon what is meant by large 
profits. . Profits can be judged against 
so many factors—capital employed, the 
inherent risk, whether heavy or light, the 
turnover, the amount of profit per unit, 
or per worker engaged, etc. But fair 
minded persons know what Mr. Heumann 
has in mind, and to some extent would be 
ready to agree with him. 

It is not realised enough, I think, that 
the making of immodest profits can create 
in the mind of the worker a sense more 0 
indignity than jealousy—itself an un- 
pleasant bedfellow. 

Mr. Heumann is wrong however when 
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making the observation about ‘ when 
something will smash, but that is not the 
workers’ responsibility.”” He must realise 
that the workers have only to slow down 
output, for the sake of argument say 
50 per cent, to bring about that awful 
calamity that would lay any industry 
in the dust, whether privately or nationally 
owned. 

Mr. Heumann will also agree, I think, 
that strong claims on a weak or false 
premise are immodest and not the least 
bit helpful. 

Then we come to the “ Act to enact 
the inactivity of ~industrious persons,” 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947. What a “ vehicle ’’—now riding 
roughshod over all classes in an effort 
to ‘protect’ a minority public from a 
smaller minority of land profiteers. This 
Act is 200 years behind the times. What 
about an act to instal “‘ depreciation ”’ to 
its rightful place in the minds of men, 
especially those with cars or dilapidated 
houses for sale. Mr. Rothwell’s exposi- 
tion deserves very wide public attention. 


SOME SUGGESTIONS 


To sum up, we all have a great responsi- 
bility towards one another, and a need 
for a greater feeling cf friendship, under- 
standing and tolerance, and of pride in 
one another. Obstruction, difficulty and 
suspicion will fly out of the window when 
the freshness of a good spirit enters the 
door. Any worker who is intelligent and 
responsible will admit that there has been 
a drop in the average unit production 
(though he may not express it this way), 
but for the sake of avoiding an injustice, 
not by all operatives. 

There is no such thing as Utopia except 
the word itself, and that which exists in 
the minds of wishful thinkers. 

There are innumerable difficulties in 
running any sensible or equitable profit- 
sharing scheme and the rewards are of 
course small, but there is a greater 
psychological value attached by workers 
to small dividends than many would 
think. 

No, I cannot attempt to provide a 
solution, though with others I perceive 
the problems, but I do make the following 
suggestions in the hope that they may set 
the spark to a mind that can throw 
greater illumination on the subject than 
mine and show us the way to the solution. 

First I would suggest the streamlining 
of the “‘ vehicles” to the work required 
tobe done ; by the Government and by 
organisations of employers and employed. 

us : 

(a) The Government can follow up the 
fecent start they have made in pruning 
_o or ineffective formulae and 
Staffs. 


(6) They could also streamline the 
business of licence issues by allowing 
more local control within limits set by 
the central administration. This would 
telease staff for work in industry also. 


_(© Abolish or suspend, or very effec- 
tively reduce, the Development Charge 
for new houses. Alternatively, give up 
the whole provision and pay back charges 
already collected. It might be the cheapest 
Way out yet, and it would certainly save 
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the taxpayer £300m.—which is not certain 
otherwise ! 

(d) Encourage better productivity of 
the whole field of workers (i.e., not 
excluding so called non-productive 
workers since fewer non-productive means 
more productive). Not easy this, but one 
might start off with : 

(i) Publicity in the Press or on the 
radio of the efforts of individuals or 
groups of individuals, reported by 
employers’ or employees’ organisations, 
and not forgetting all names concerned 
(within sensible limits). This is bound 
to premote pride.and dignity and might 
do a whole lot of good. 

(ii) Publish figures of numbers of 
staff of service departments who have 
become redundant and released to 
industry. 

(iii) Encourage by publicity or other- 
wise the virtues of the payments-by- 
results of team work. 

(iv) Publish at intervals comparative 
charts of a list of common consumable 
goods and their prices in terms of 
minutes of effort, bringing into com- 
parison not only America whom we have 
come to regard as a “ supercharged ”’ 
nation, but also, say, the Continent or 
Scandinavia. It is the best means of 
showing us our position. 

(v) Publish more Income Tax sum- 
maries for different trades showing 
turnover, profit and tax paid and 
dividends on which further tax may or 
may not have to be deducted. I consider 
such figures would remove a lot of 
grieving. 

(e) Remove by legislation any attempt 
by an association to compel by rules, 
punishment, or coercion of any kind, 
against selling at prices below those 
fixed by the association. Competition 
must not be the prerogative of the 
contractor. 

Finally, it seems that not any one factor 
alone is the flyin the ointment, such as the 
Korean war, or anything that I have 
mentioned, but it does seem to me that a 
better feeling of tolerance, understanding 
of the situation and forbearance would be 
the main factors in arriving at a solution 
of our economic difficulties. 


TIMBER QUOTAS 


“No Interference with Stocks ” 


ORD SWINTON, Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, said at the annual 
dinner of the Timber Trade Federation of 
the United Kingdom, which was held in 
London on March 5, that it was not the 
Government’s intention to interfere with the 
quotas for 350,000 standards of timber 
which had been distributed to the trade, and 
which were of course valid to cover pur- 
chases made any time during the year. 


There were, fortunately, large stocks, 
totalling to-day 700,000 standards. This put 
us in a much stronger position than we 
were in a year ago, when total stocks were 
fluctuating round about 200,000 to 210,000 
standards. The timing and method of 
release of Government-owned timber would 
be fully discussed with the trade’s decontrol 
negotiating committee. 

Referring to the balance of payments, 
Lord Swinton said that we had to live within 
our means, and this would mean that we 
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would not be able to buy as much timber 
as he had hoped. He regretted that exchange 
stringency made it impossible to restore 
trade in “bread and butter” square-edged 
hardwoods from U.S.A. and Canada, which 
were so economical in use. 

He had recently received an interesting 
memorandum from the Timber Development 
Association on the substitution of softwood 
for steel. The immediate problem was how 
to make the best use of two essential com- 
modities, one of which, steel, was still 
insufficient for essential needs, and the other, 
timber, where for currency reasons we had 
to restrict imports. Economy in the use 
of steel was and would remain very im- 
portant. This whole problem was being 
reviewed by a small practical committee 
under Mr. Marples, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, and he had asked Mr. Marples 
to take this memorandum into his considera- 


tion. 
TIMBER STOCKS 


Hardwoods and Softwoods “Plentiful”’ 
[From 4 Correspondent | 


REPORTS which reached London recently 
indicated that approximately. 15m. 
feet board measures of eastern Canadian 
softwood had been sold at the end of Janu- 
ary to the United Kingdom for shipment 
in 1952. The “Maritime Lumber Bureau 
Log” expresses the opinion that importers 
in the United Kingdom will be frugal in the 
use of their import permits, with strong 
possibilities of further restrictions in the 
second half of the year. In view of the small 
maritime softwood production up to the end 
of January, moreover, and heavy sales to 
Ireland (reported to be in the vicinity of 
50m. feet board measure) it does not seem 
likely that maritime shippers will have a 
great deal more of upper quality to offer. 
With regard to the establishment of 
monetary ceilings in the United States, 
it is felt that this will have some repercus- 
sions on the export of Canadian softwood. 
Demand for Canadian softwood from the 
USS., it is thought, is almost certain to be 
below the 1951 level, and prices payable 
by United States importers will have 
difficulty in reaching the levels now estab- 
lished by the United Kingdom and Ireland. 
The opening week of March showed that, 
in general, softwood stocks in this country 
are plentiful and there is a wide range- of 
availability of specific sizes. This applies 
in equal measure to plywood and hardwood. 
Considerable interest has been aroused in 
the plywood trade by a statement made in 
the House of Commons by Mr. Henry Hop- 
kinson, the Secretary for Overseas Trade. 
Mr. Hopkinson stated that plywood of all 
standard grades, thicknesses, and quantities 
was at present imported by private importers 
from all sources except North America, the 
U.S.S.R., and Finland. This year’s supplies 
from the U.S.S.R. and Finland and certain 
supplies from Canada had been bought and 
consideration was being given to complete 
reversion to private import before new 


purchases were made. 


The importance of this statement lies in 
the fact that it is the first official intimation 
that complete de-control of the plywood 
trade is being seriously considered. 

In the hardwood trade interest has been 
revived in the question of the national stock 
of hardwoods following reports that discus- 
sions have taken place between the trade and 
the Timber Control on the most expeditious 
methods of disposing of the residue of this 
stock, estimated at some 4m. cubic feet. 
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abroad at some later date. _Mr. Elmes are familiar with the obligations that they 
CHOOSING A CAREER stepped in to answer the last question; he og under these contracts _ know that ‘ 
ities i ilding Explained to said he thought that the building industry the terms are appropriate and equitable, 
ee se provided a better background for going and have been agreed on their behalf by the Or 
Schoolboys abroad than any other industry. National Federation with the R.I.B.A.” calle 
OYS from the Hampstead and St. A film of men at work in various building assoc 
B Pancras areas in hoor last year at trades was shown before the meeting con- Bonus Schemes and Production up 4 
school had an opportunity last week to cluded. ME. D. E. WOODBINE PARISH, presi- oy 
learn by way of demonstrations and by dent of the London Master Builders’ , 
asking questions from building apprentices L.M.B.A Association, was the guest of honour at a the 
what the building industry has to offer in eT aon tes Be luncheon held by the North-Eastern Area at belie 
the way of a career. The occasion was a Local Authorities and Builders’ Snaresbrook on March 4. Mr. L. H. Man- for 
meeting at the Richard Cobden School, ning, chairman of the area, presided. 
N.W.1, called on the initiative of the Accounts In an address to members, Mr. Woopsing oak 
Hampstead and St. Pancras Youth Employ- BUILDERS would welcome the recent PARISH said that, provided continuous and - - 
ment Committee, at which the London assurance given in the House of adequate supplies of materials were avail- their 
Master Builders’ Association collaborated Commons by the Minister of Housing and @ble to the building industry, the whole relati 
in providing the chairman, in the person Of Jj ocal Government that he would approach momentum of the Government’s housing trusté 
Mr. A. W. Yeomans, a vice-president of the the Association of Local Authorities with Programme might well depend on the ability there 
Association, and the L.C.C.’s Brixton School 4 yiew to overcoming the present dilatory of builders engaged on housing work quickly ing t 
of Building provided the apprentices and payment of builders’ accounts together with to develop successful schemes of bonus H 
demonstrations. : other difficulties that arose from existing Payments. ; fe 
Mr. E. J. Elmes, of the Brixton School contract procedure, said Mr. D. E. Woop- “One of the cardinal needs of everyone -! 
of Building, was present to speak on the pine ParisH, president of the L.M.B.A., engaged on building, from management down meee 
work of the various trades in the industry, recently. He was speaking at a meeting of to the youngest apprentice as well as the at 
_ to help in answering the questions of Central Area No. 2, at which Mr. F. Illidge, many architects, surveyors, and local 1 
the future building craftsmen. Also pre- chairman of the area, presided. authority representatives concerned, is to tor; 
— Brixt ae “3 “g eit, principal of This was encouraging news, said Mr. become ' far more * productivity-minded,’ self-t 
>. E Woe dbi te “ h vie rr got ~e Woodbine Parish, and should materially and to take a real pride in the individual con- the ke 
“iter e oodbine’ Parish, president of the accict in speeding the housing programme. tribution which he can make in increasing Frc 
tis saibeeis ins ii el Dacian With the increases that have occurred the present tempo of building operations year- 
Fin sacl 2 ae oe ee os during the past year in the costs of labour from first inception to ultimate completion fant 
ic RS Rieger Ba seo snap + ee sn and materials, the available working capital and occupation,” continued the speaker, Sat a 
seamen ep ee so ieee es ; a 7 Of the _ industry had been increasingly “The tempo of building work could be con- ie 
re eed explained frozen in unpaid balances, and with the siderably increased if the administration of , | 
The nico ee th d : Government’s policy of credit restriction the existing regulations, enactments and bye- “4 
: S pen. emonstratioOns the planned expansion in the housing pro- laws were streamlined; if site planning were free | 
seme gree — from the Brixton gramme might soon be disorganised and undertaken on a systematic basis; and if and \ 
ce? Seademspatic ye Pres a te undermined unless suitable action was taken. bonus schemes were fully operated in a 8 pul 
YEOMANS gave a five-minute talk on the ib wat most surprising | thet: these “ware mar . — ee Sew with 
importance of finding the right job.in life. He some local authorities, anxious to secure the There is no doubt that when careful is 
ice hind -anaeale-aaned to. bk: aden latest technical improvements and to em- Work-programming and_ organisation is if 
tor, but that had aA been possible and ploy oe antes eeete ees of nygernall em eee — ee nn ap 
rt ag lang a tee pean tion so as to provide the maximum num- sufficient Supervision is provided, and when ten 
iediten- at Sabines i thes eam 7 Li as a Ot Of houses and flats, still rigidly insisting the building work in hand is considered as 
pat Me ~ a8 seat ee in fact, 08 the use of archaic, ambiguous and in- 3 complex assembly process requiring care- yg 
he had come to look upon nent a build- i Pen es tf a ~— ae ee ens a wetood char; 
stiles ease ten a ed Pipe sampling nll these aims. These forms of contract were ning for each operation, extraordinary — 
Big or aoa a life Engle 3 aes os detrimental to the reduction of costs in the savings, both in time and material, can be ae { 
iP ‘dik seihiateaiiaeen cdineien tiles cate Seal industry, and led inevitably to _complica- effected. And there is a great deal that all tin 
lage sea oa eae nyer nod te to : tions and delays in settlement. In a num- engaged on building could and should learn vi rd ’ 
calle » His ~ ra Poorly Parag US 0 ber of instances the form of contract used from other industries both in this country build 
wisaattar yp ipod h “si career, by local authorities was considered so un- and abroad, and particularly from those ig " 
at P tions when he Was a satisfactory that many reputable firms were industries which have found the secret of ing t 
y- unwilling even to tender, let alone undertake stepping up production without increasing mt hb 
ict dhieatiines — under the unilaterally imposed yd costs, hem during this acute period oe 
conditions. of post-war inflation. _ Ane 
Lantern slides of the various crafts were “The R.LB.A. Standard Forms of Con- “As master builders we shall not fail in ties in 
then shown and explained by Mr. ELMES, tract provide a fundamentally equitable accepting the challenge of an expanding plann 
after which the apprentices present gave basis of agreement for building work,” Mr. housing programme if we loyally direct our Work: 
their reasons, with commendable frankness, Woodbine Parish continued. “They have energy and ingenuity towards increasing these 
for having chosen their particular craft in been evolved as a result of experience gained efficiency, raising productivity and reducing encou 
the building industry. In stating their on countless building projects over a period building costs by operating on the widest could 
reasons, two or three of the apprentices of many years, and they are continuously possible basis the bonus payment schemes to the 
spoke of the opportunities they saw open under review by the Joint Contracts agreed by both sides of the industry in Mr. 
for advancement for those with ambition. Tribunal in the light of changing conditions. accordance with the National Joint Council memb 
Next came the opportunity of the school- The tribunal is composed of representatives Agreement.” inghar 
boys to ask the apprentices questions for of the National Federation of Building Fl tE as shc 
the reasons for their choice. “‘ How much Trades Employers, the Royal Institute of oreat Ktona sequer 
do you earn?” was the gist of many of British Architects, and the Royal Institution | EACH YEAR marks a change in the L.M.B.A. house: 
the questions, and it was admitted by some of Chartered Surveyors, and from time to note-paper, as president succeeds president, built. 
that building wages do not stand very high time it issues Practice Notes dealing with writes a correspondent. This year the ing la 
to-day compared with wages in certain other matters arising under the various forms of change is more than merely formal. For ample 
industries. Nevertheless, the apprentices contract. with the arrival of Mr. D. E. Woodbine not tk 
seemed well pleased with their lot, and dis- “The L.M.B.A. makes the strongest Parish, the youngest president, and an Old many 
played obvious pride in their craftsmanship. appeal to local authorities in London to use Etonian at that, has gone the rather snob- it wo 
There were several questions on the oppor- unamended the R.I.B.A. form of contract bish “Esq.” which in the past has drawn these 
tunities for advancement in the industry; on on all their housing projects. This form of attention (for such must have been the it extent 
the trades where machines could be used; contract has been specially adapted for their tention in origin) between the different should 
on travelling allowances and general condi- use, and it is to be hoped that the Minister status of the “honorary » and the paid schem 
tions of work; and there was also an inter- will be able to persuade them to see the servants of the association. A small change? they ¥ 
esting question on the opportunities that wisdom of adopting it. In this way con- Perhaps. But a significant one, worthy and was d 


typical of the democratic inclinations of the 
new president. Floreat Etona! 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Self-Help Housing Associations 


On February 29, Mr. MarTIN LINDSAY 
called attention to the self-help housing 
associations which, he said, were springing 
up all over the country, and he asked the 
Government to state their policy in regard 
to them. There were some 100 in differ- 
ent parts of the country, and he was sure 
the number would grow rapidly. He 
believed, therefore, that the time had come 
for the Government to give considerably 
more thought to the housing contribution 
which these groups were capable of making, 
and to the problems which they brought in 
their train. The most important of these 
relations was with the trade unions, and he 
trusted the time would never come when 
there would be opposition to free men build- 
ing their own houses in a free country. 


He wanted the Minister to realise what 
an immensely valuable building potential 
these groups were at a time of great national 
labour shortage. In his constituency of 
Solihull he hoped they would complete 80 
to 100 houses this year and about 150 in 
1953. Taking this figure of 150 houses, if 
self-help groups would average only half 
the level of production all over the country, 
it would be equivalent to 47,000 houses a 
year—a bonus of 16 per cent. on the Govern- 
ment target of 300,000 houses a year, with- 
out any call on the normal building labour 
force. 

In Solihull, enterprising men spent their 

free hours building houses for themselves, 
and were now working by arc lamps until 
8 p.m. at week-ends. Large Birmingham 
companies were assisting their employees 
with legal and technical help, but the Min- 
istry and local authorities should give more 
guidance. One of the things they needed 
to ensure at this stage was that it should be 
made as difficult as possible for undesirable 
people to get hold of these associations. By 
that he meant people who grossly over- 
charged these men in return for piloting 
them through the veritable mass of legal 
and financial difficulties connected with get- 
ting a building scheme going, and for pro- 
viding technical assistance in the course of 
building operations. He was not suggest- 
ing that unscrupulous promoters had, as yet, 
got hold of these societies, but there was a 
great danger. 
_ The local authorities had big responsibili- 
ties in regard to the designation and amenity 
planning, subsidy and mortgage facilities. 
Working together, the local authorities and 
these self-help housing groups, with proper 
encouragement and help from the Ministry, 
could make a great and novel contribution 
to the solution of the housing problem. 


Mr. J. SILVERMAN, a Birmingham Labour 
member, said that the bottleneck in Birm- 
ingham was not so much building material 
as shortage of building labour. The con- 
sequence was that these people were building 
houses which would not otherwise have been 
built. In areas where the shortage of build- 
ing labour was the key problem there was 
ample scope for these organisations. He did 
Not think there would be a demand from 
many other areas, and he was not sure that 
it would be altogether desirable to allow 
these schemes to develop to an unlimited 
extent. It was important that every scheme 
should be scrutinised, because if such 
schemes were limited to the places to which 
they were proper—and he did not think there 
was danger of excessive extension — there 
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would not be any clash with the building 
unions. It was obvious that the minds of 
members of these unions must always hark 
back to the position which existed in the 
early “thirties when many thousands of men 
were thrown out of work, and the days 
before the war when it was true to say 
that at no stage were there fewer than 10 
per «ent. of the building workers of this 
country unemployed. It was very natural 
that they should be on the defensive because 
of the fear that those times might perhaps 
come again. That was perhaps why they 
looked askance at these schemes. He did not 
think they need have any fear for a long 
time to come. 


BRIGADIER TERENCE CLARKE, a Con- 
servative, said this form of encouragement 
had one novel aspect. A man had the incen- 
tive to build a house for himself, whereas 
if he worked overtime his money was 
immediately taxed and half of it taken away. 
He could not have the sweat of his brow 
taxed, but he could build a house in which 
he could live for the rest of his life. 


Mr. MARPLES, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, said that the National Federation of 
Housing Societies was the central association 
which gave guidance, and it was the only 
body so far recognised for this purpose, and 
which had headquarters in London. The 
duty of seeing that self-help groups were 
encouraged rested primarily on the local 
authorities, and the Minister was considering 
issuing a circular to local authorities for 
their guidance and setting out what should 
be done to assist self-help groups. But the 
local authorities, in respect of those houses 
which they built to let, must see that they 
housed the people whose needs were most 
urgent, and, if they gave private licences, 
they must also see that the needs of the 
selected applicants were comparable with 
those of people on their own waiting lists 
for council houses. Local authorities must 
satisfy themselves by an examination of the 
constitution of the self-help group, its 
resources, financial arrangements and the 
obligations of its members, that there was 
a reasonable expectation that the group could 
complete a given number of houses in a 
reasonable period of time. If they did that, 
and if they found that they wanted au extra 
instalment, in order to give the self-help 
group some work to be going on with, he 
hoped they would go to the principal 
regional officers of the Ministry in their 
district, when the Ministry would see what 
could be done to give them an additional 
instalment. 


He agreed that it would be very undesir- 
able if the self-help groups were to get the 
wrong advice at a very high fee, and it might 
be that undesirable people got hold of a 
main housing association and gave advice at 
a fee which was much too high. There- 
fore, he suggested that hon. members should 
advise their local authorities that, if a self- 
help group wished to work efficiently and 
expeditiously, it should apply to the National 
Federation. The Minister was anxious to do 
all he could to help these associations. 


The Housing Subsidy 


On March 4, MR. MACMILLAN, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, replying to 
questions by Opposition members about the 
recent increases in the rate of interest on 
housing loans from the Public Works Loan 
Board, said he always understood the ex- 
pression “ housing subsidy ” to mean a pay- 
ment to support the rent structure, of which 
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three-quarters was always paid by the Ex- 
chequer and one-quarter by the rates. 

Mr. Jay said that on a previous occasion 
the Minister gave a misleading answer on 
this subject and that there would have been 
less blatant advertisement for the Govern- 
ment’s confusion on the issue if he had given 
the correct one. Other Opposition mem- 
bers maintained that the Minister’s previous 
statement conveyed the impression that local 
authorities would be completely reimbursed 
for the increased housing subsidy. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he was sorry if there 
had been any misunderstanding. No local 
authority had ever asked for the whole of 
the subsidy to be paid by the Exchequer. 
They knew that one-quarter would fall on 
the rates. 


Mr, BLENKINSOP gave notice that he would 
raise the matter again. 


On March 4, Mr. Sparks asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government what 
was the total subsidy paid from Exchequer 
funds upon housing schemes completed since 
November 7, 1951; and the comparative 
figure for the same period from November 
7, 1950. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that information 
precisely in the form requested was not 
readily available, but Exchequer subsidies 
under the Housing Acts payable in respect 
of houses completed in England and Wales 
in the period from November 1, 1951, to 
January 31, 1952, were at the rate of 
£668,000 a year approximately. The corres- 
ponding figure for the period November 1, 
1950, to January 31, 1951, was £606,000. 


Building Labour 


On March 4, in answer to Mr. BENCE, the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
Mr. MACMILLAN, said that in districts where 
building labour was scarce, and indeed else- 
where, he was encouraging building by so- 
called “non-traditional” methods. This 
would supplement the maximum attainable 
production of traditional houses. Several 
well-proven types were available in a variety 
of designs at about the same cost as ordin- 
ary brick-built houses. They saved man- 
hours on the site and so could be put up 
more quickly. He was addressing a circular 
to all local housing authorities on the sub- 
ject in a day or two. [See p. 419.] 


Inspection of Completed Buildings 


_ On March 4, Mr. Awsery asked the Min- 
ister of Housing and Local Government if 
he would, when granting building licences, 
make it a condition that the completed 
buildings must pass the test of a qualified 
building inspector when they were ready for 
occupation. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that local authorities 
by whom licences were issued were asked 
already to exercise supervision equivalent to 
that laid down in the scheme of the National 
Housebuilders’ Registration Council. 


Private Building Licences 


On March 4, Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how many local authorities had in- 
creased the proportion of private building 
licences; and how many had submitted pro- 
posals for the sale of council houses since 
October, 1951. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that as regards the 
first part of the question he regretted that 
the information was not available. Time 
would show. As regards the second part a 
considerable number of local authorities had 
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made inquiries, but he was preparing to 
issue a circular on this subject shortly. 
Bombed Cities 

On March 4, Mr. Foor asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government what was 
the allocation under the capital investment 
programme for reconstruction in bombed 
cities during the year 1951; and what was 
the comparable figure proposed for the year 
1952. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the allocation for 
1951 was £44m. As regarded the second 
part of the question the capital allocation 
for 1952 would be settled from time to time 
in accordance with the steel available. 


Rent Restriction 

On March 4, Mr. ARTHUR Lewis asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment when he intended introducing his 
promised amending legislation of the Rent 
Restriction Acts; and if he would give an 
assurance that it would deal with the anom- 
alies associated with the tied house and 
cottage problem. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he had never prom- 
ised to introduce legislation, but to review 
the problem. In the light of this review, a 
decision would be taken by the Government 
as to whether legislation was required and 
if so what it should be. It would cover the 
whole of the subject. 


Removal of Controls 

On March 4, Mr. MULLEY asked the Min- 
ister of Works which controls he proposed 
to remove in order to secure an expansion of 
building materials and equipment. 

Mr. Ecctes said he presumed the hon. 
member referred to his request to brick 
manufacturers for information regarding 
controls on the building industry in general. 
These controls were operated by a number 
of departments. So far as his Ministry was 
concerned price-controls and licensing were 
the main controls. He was considering 
whether price-control could be removed. 
Licensing was being reviewed to see whether 
it could be simplified. 

Mr. MULLEy asked the Minister whether. 
in his view, the ordinary physical controls 
over building had a direct relation to the 
building materials industry and would he 
not apply himself to trying to expand build- 
ing materials which in the present, as in the 
past, had held up building. 

Mr. Ecc tes said that the output of build- 
ing materials was increasing very satisfac- 
torily. 

Dome of Discovery 

On March 4, Mr. Key asked the Minister 
of Works what were the practical objections 
to granting the request of the London 
County Council that the Dome of Discovery 
should remain on its present site for two or 
three years, subject to a full technical in- 
vestigation to show that its removal for use 
elsewhere when national conditions permit 
was a practical proposition. 

Mr. Ecctes said that whatever might be 
the cost and technical difficulties in re-erect- 
ing the Dome he was unwilling to become 
the caretaker of empty and deteriorating 
structures, more especially because the site 
should be cleared and put to a good purpose 
in time for the Coronation. 

Mr. Key asked whether it was the urgency 
of the development which the Minister had 
in mind which made it impracticable to have 
further negotiations. 

Mr. Eccies: The urgency is that we want 
the site cleared and laid out, possibly as a 
garden, in time for next year. I do not wish 
to become the caretaker of a slum. 
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In reply to Mr. GEORGE STRAUSS, MR. 
EccLes said that on December 10 he asked 
the London County Council to give him their 
decision on the future of the Dome by 
February 6. They then said, could they have 
to March 5—that was three months in which 
to discover the technical possibilities. He 
had offered to support a licence to re-erect 
the building now if they so wished it, but 
he must have the site cleared. [See Note on 
page 399.] 


Housing Fitments 

On March 4, in reply to Mr. MULLEY, the 
Minister of Works, Mr. Ecc.es, said that 
his Department was responsible for the allo- 
cation of steel to 1,170 firms making housing 
fitments, and all had received a reduced 
allocation as compared with 1951. But he 
hoped that, including those made of sub- 
stitute materials, there would be sufficient 
fitments for the house building programme. 


Gutters and Pipes 


On March 4, in reply to MR. NABARRO, the 
Minister of Works, Mr. EccLes, said he was 
aware of the saving in ferrous metal which 
theoretically could be obtained by substi- 
tuting pressed steel for cast iron for gutters, 
pipes, etc. There were, however, certain 
drawbacks. The steel product was not 
always as Satisfactory in use as cast iron. 
There was a shortage of zinc for galvanising. 
There was no surplus of steel sheet, and in 
some cases retooling would be involved. He 
could not risk any shortage of fitments for 
building. He would continue to watch the 
matter closely and secure economies where 
these were practicable. 


Rio de Janeiro Embassy 


On March 4, in reply to CAPTAIN DUNCAN, 
the Minister of Works, Mr. Eccies, said 
that the original estimated cost of the new 
British Embassy at Rio de Janeiro was 
£150,000; its final total cost was £414,000, in- 
cluding architect’s fees and expenses. £25,000 


was paid in architect’s fees; a British archi- 
tect practising in Rio de Janeiro was 
employed. 


REMOVAL OF PRICE CONTROLS 


Mr. GILBERT LONGDEN asked the Minister 
of Works on March 11 what changes there 
had recently been in the price control 
arrangements for the building materials for 
which his department was the production 
department. 

SQUADRON LEADER Cooper asked what 
changes in prices for building materials 
controlled by the Minister’s department were 
contemplated, and if he would make a state- 
ment. 

Mr. Ecctes, replying to both questions, 
stated: I was anxious to remove price con- 
trols where they have outlived their useful- 
ness and therefore have consulted the 
producers of building materials concerned. 
Most of these industries would have been 
granted increases of price to cover increased 
cost of coal, freight, raw materials, etc.; 
they have now given assurances that they 
will keep such increases to a minimum and 
will establish prices which will remain firm 
during 1952, unless there are further major 
increases in cost. 

On the basis of these assurances I have 
removed price control from plasterboard, 
gypsum rock, building plasters, sanitary 
fireclay, asbestos cement, lead sheet and 
Pipe, sanitary earthenware, cement (ordinary 
Portland and rapid hardening) and certain 
types of flat glass. 
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A PILE-DRIVING HOIST 


An interesting application of prestressing 
is the use of prestressed concrete sheet piles 
in the construction of the new Iron Ore 
Quay at Tyne Dock, where they are being 
used to form a curtain wall. The piles are 
40 ft. long, with a section of 23% in. by 
9 in. A tongue and groove is formed on 
the narrow faces of the piles, so designed 
as to permit the introduction of a seal of 
colloidal grout between each pile and its 
neighbour after driving. There are 84 No, 
0.2 in. dia. high tensile wires in each pile, 
and additional mild steel is provided in the 
head and toe as well as stirrups throughout 
the length of the pile. The head is slightly 
reduced in section and the toe is pointed 
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Pile ready for driving 


and bevelled so as to force it against the 
adjacent pile and maintain contact during 
driving. No shoe is fitted. The piles were 
manufactured at the Tallington works of 
Messrs. Dow-Mac (Products), Ltd., and the 
driving was done by the Yorkshire Henne- 
bique Contracting Co., Ltd. The piles 
were designed by the joint engineers, R. B. 
Porter, M.Inst.C.E., chief engineer, Tyne 
Improvement Commission, and Messrs. 
Rendel, Palmer and Tritton, consultants. 


STANDARD METHOD OF 
MEASUREMENT 


Revision to be Considered 


THE standing joint committee for the 
Standard Method of Measurement of Build- 
ing Works state that they receive from 
time to time requests for reconsideration 
or clarification of specific items in the 
Standard Method of Measurement; 
addition they have before them the recom- 
mendation of the Anglo-American Produc- 
tivity Team’s Report which states that 
“Consideration should be given to the sim- 
plification of the Standard Method of 
Measurement.” 

To enable them to give the fullest 
possible consideration to these matters and 
to the principles involved, the committee 
say that they would welcome detailed 
suggestions from those interested. These 
should be sent by May 31 next to The 
Registrar, S.M.M.C., Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, 12, Great George 
street, S.W.1. 
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UNTRUE REPRESENTA- 
TION AS TO TIME 
WORKED 


“Trade Custom ” Pleaded by Glaziers 


A SUBMISSION that the defendants had 
merely been following a trade practice 
was not accepted by the magistrate (Mr. 
Frank Powell) at Clerkenwell on March 1 
when four glaziers—one of them a foreman 
—and a motor driver employed by Messrs. 
J. M. Newton and Sons, Ltd., plate-glass 
merchants and glaziers, of Greville-street, 
Hatton Garden, were charged on remand 
with attempting to obtain money by false 
pretences from their employers. The fore- 
man was fined £5, and five guineas costs, 
and the other four defendants each £2, with 
three guineas costs. All the defendants had 
pleaded not guilty. 

Evidence had been given that the four 
glaziers formed a team and were taken to 
Geir work of repairing and fitting plate- 
glass windows at various premises in a van 
driven by Brown. Observation was kept 
upon them to check the number of hours 
they worked, and it was said that they had 
charged for a greater number of hours on 
heir time-sheets than they had actually 
worked. 

Giving evidence for the defence, Thomas 
Sullivan, London district’ secretary of the 
Plumbing Trades Union and joint secretary 
of the Plumbing Trades Joint Industrial 
Council for London, produced a minute of 
the Joint Industrial Council and said it was 
his experience that under present conditions 
employers did not stick rigidly to agree- 
ments, but that in order to keep their men 
they gave more favourable terms of employ- 
ment than those contained in the agree- 
ments. Extra payments were made “ on the 
side,” and the idea had grown up in the 
trade that payment was not strictly limited 
to the time spent on the job. 

Evidence was given by two _ fellow- 
employees of the defendants, who said they 
understood they were entitled to charge for 
the time they would have spent on “ hacking 
out” work at glazing jobs, even if the work 
had been done by others (not glaziers) before 
they got to the job. 

Various submissions were made on behalf 
of the defendants. Mr. Oliver Stocker, 
counsel, who appeared for all except the 
motor driver, objected among other things 
to “cross-examination” of the defendants 
and their witnesses by the court before they 
had concluded their own evidence, and to 
prosecution evidence which he declared was 
“ inadmissible.” 

The magistrate said it was agreed by the 
defendants that they had charged for time 
they had not actually worked, but they 
justified this by the claim that there was a 
trade practice recognised by the employers. 
They first of all relied on a statement alleged 
to have been made by Mr. Mason, manag- 
ing director of the company. “I absolutely 
reject the suggestion that Mr. Mason ever 
explicitly or by implication gave the de- 
fendants the right to do what they have 
been trying to do,” said Mr. Powell. 

He also declined to accept that there had 
been any agreement on the part of the 
employers through the Joint Industrial 
Council which gave them any sort of justifi- 
cation for their conduct. He thought that 
one of the defendants had “ spilt the beans ” 
when he said that the men thought the 
employers were charging their customers for 
“hacking out” which had been done by 
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somebody else, and they did not see why 
they (the employees) should not get “a bit 
of bunce ’—something for nothing—out of 
it as well. 

There was no evidence ‘before him that 
the. employers did in fact make such a 
charge. With regard to the claim that there 
was “a custom of the trade,” it was_per- 
fectly clear that there had been a practice, 
but the practice had been among the de- 
fendants themselves and it was a practice 
of mis-stating the facts. The'defendants, by 
their time-sheets, had made lying and untrue 
representations to their employers with 
intent to cause the employers to pay money 
as a result of those statements, said Mr. 
Powell. He found them guilty of the 
charges. 

All the defendants were stated to be of 
previous good character and to have been 
employed for a number of years by the 
company. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 
Minister on outlcok for 1953 and 1954 


Mr. HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, speaking 
in London on March 5 at a meeting of Con- 
servative women, referred to the urgent need 
for building materials. “I can have very 
little effect on this year’s programme,” he 
said. “It is 1953 and 1954 that we have 
got to be judged by. What will happen I 
do not know. We are short of everything 
—steel, bricks, timber and all the rest of it. 

“We are besieged for the moment 
exactly as we were in 1940, not now by 
the German submarines which prevented 
materials from reaching our shores, but by 
the shortage of foreign currencies which 
makes us unable to buy them. Of all the 
timber we buy from abroad we send 60 per 
cent. out again as packing for our exports 
—our engineering exports.” A 10 per cent. 
saving in packing would provide timber for 
thousands more houses. 

Mr. Macmillan said that he had the high- 
est regard for the instrument chosen to 
manage the construction of houses—the 
1,500 local authorities up and down the 
country. ‘“ We must use the local authorities 
as the instrument in this period,” he con- 
tinued, “but we can give to the local 
authorities, and entrust them with, a flexi- 
bility of judgment and variation of method 
which they have not been given during the 
last six years.” 
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CAST-IRON BUILDING 
FITMENTS 


Position Clarified 


Mr. H. V. SHELTON, chairman of the British 
Iron Founders’ Association and chairman of 
the British Bath Manufacturers Association, 
said in London on March 6: “ The Minister 
of Works clarified the position regarding the 
substitution of steel for iron castings when, 
in answer to a question from Mr. Nabarro, 
the Member for Kidderminster, he stated 
that there were certain drawbacks about such 
proposals. 

‘The steel product was not always so 
satisfactory in use as cast iron. There was 
a shortage of zinc for galvanising. There 
was a shortage of steel sheet and in some 
cases re-tooling would be involved. In 
such circumstances the Minister could not 
risk any shortage of fitments for building.” 


AUSTRALIAN IMPORTS CUT 
Effect on Building Components 


UNDER the Australian Government’s 
decision, announced on March 8, to reduce 
imports immediately by approximately half, 
imports have been placed in three categories: 
A, B and C. Category A, which allows the 
importation of 60 per cent. of the value 
of orders placed in the financial year 1950-51, 
includes: steel pipes or tubes, cast iron pipes, 
wire-netting, woven wire, bolts, nuts, rivets 
and nails, many types of hand tools and 
certain oils, paints and varnishes. 

——— B, which allows the importation 

of 20 per cent. of the value of orders placed 
in 1950-51, includes: clothes - washing and 
dish-washiag machines, refrigerators, cooking 
stoves and plywood and veneers. 

In Category C are imports which cannot 
be handled on a quota basis, and which 
will be dealt with administratively. Goods 
affected include: gas cooking and heating 
appliances, sheet glass and prefabricated 
houses and buildings. 


STEEL PRICE INCREASES 
Strong Protest Made 


STRONG PROTEST at the increasing price 
of steel used in building was made by 
COUNCILLOR E. J. HAYNES, when the report 
of the Sites and Buildings Sub-Committee 
came before the Birmingham Education 
Committee at a meeting on March 4. 

It was anomalous, said Councillor Haynes, 
that the price of steel should rise simul- 
taneously with the Government’s pressure 
for economies in educational building. Even 
necessary maintenance work in such build- 
ings required a considerable amount of 
steel, and ultimately the increased cost had 
to be borne by ratepayers. 

With regard to Birmingham's school build- 
ing programme, it was announced at the 
same meeting that as-a result of repre- 
sentations made to the Ministry, three more 
grammar schools had been sanctioned for 
the city’s comprehensive programme, which 
substantially increases the educational build- 
ing projects in the city for the next few 
years. 


Plumber: Choice of Careers Series 


A new booklet, The Plumber, has been 
published in the “ Choice of Careers” series 
of booklets which are issued by the Central 
Youth Employment Executive, price 1Is., and 
published by H.M. Stationery Office. 
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BUILDING SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTE 


Inaugural Meeting 


THE INAUGURAL MEETING of the Building 
Surveyors’ Institute was held at the College 
of Technology, Sheffield, on March 1. The 
meeting was attended by about 50 repre- 
sentatives from many parts of the country. 

A temporary executive council was elec- 
ted with powers to co-opt additional mem- 
bers and it was proposed that they would 
meet to organise and promote the institute, 
frame articles of incorporation, and elect, 
from invited applications, founder members. 

It was agreed that the objects of the insti- 
tute should be :— 

1. To provide an organisation for build- 
ing surveyors and generally to do all things 
necessary to elevate the status and procure 
the advancement of the profession; (2) To 
seek the assistance of employers in recom- 
mending suitable courses of study and train- 
ing: (3) To provide for the beiter definition 
and protection of the profession by a system 
of examinations and issue of certificates; (4) 
To promote and foster in building a higher 
sense of the importance of the profession 
and to encourage a greater degree of effi- 
ciency in those engaged in this profession; 
(5) To provide opportunities for intercourse 
amongst the members and to give facilities 
for the reading of papers, delivery of lec- 
tures, and for the requisition and dissemina- 
tion of relevant information to the pro- 
fession. 


FUEL RESEARCH 
1949 TO 1950 


A D.S.LR. Report 


TTHE last report ef the Fuel Research 

Board was for the period 1946-1949 and 
dealt largely with the transition from short- 
term wartime researches to post-war recon- 
struction projects. The present report covers 
the period April 1, 1949, to December 31, 
1950, and paves the way for the resumption 
of the pre-war practice of presenting reports 
annually. 

The main effort has been concentrated on 
the more efficient use of fuel, and investiga- 
tions having this object have yielded results 
which to a growing extent are being applied 
successfully in industry. : 

Work on the elimination of smoke from 
hand-fired boilers has been extended to show 
that the reduction in smoke is accompanied 
by an increase of efficiency of up to 10 
per cent. Since at least 20,000,000 tons of 
coal are burnt annually in Great Britain 
a saving of 5 to 10 per cent. would be a 
valuable contribution to our fuel economy. 

Since about 37,000,000 tons of coal are 
used directly for domestic heating in this 
country it is clear that some economies in 
fuel consumption, with increased comfort 
in our houses, can be effected by the intro- 
duction of improved appliances for burning 
solid fuels. With this in view work on the 
testing of stoves and grates designed to burn 
solid fuel with higher efficiency has been 
continued actively both at the Fuel Research 
Station and at the Scottish Branch Station 
at Thorntonhall, near Glasgow. Appliances 
that pass the specified tests are included in 
the “List of: Improved Solid Fuel, Appli- 
ances” which is circulated to local authori- 
ties and others concerned with housing. This 
list, together with a list of rather more 
elaborate models, is included on a list of 
“Recommended Domestic Solid Fuel Appli- 
ances” (see this page). 
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SOLID FUEL APPLIANCES 


C. U. C. Recommendations 


THE COAL UTILISATION COUNCIL have now 
published List No. 4 of their “ Recom- 
mended Domestic Solid Fuel Appliances.” 

Prepared in consultation with the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power, the list, which super- 
sedes No. 3 (issued in November, 1950) gives 
details of all domestic solid fuel appliances 
which comply with prescribed standards of 
efficiency and also provides information 
about the types of fuel suitable for them. 

The categories of appliance covered by 
the list are: Continuous burning open fires 
with and without back boilers, intermittent 
open fires without back boilers, heating 
stoves with and without back boilers, free- 
standing continuous burning cookers, com- 
bination grates (side-oven, oven-over-fire and 
back-to-back), and independent boilers. 

The names and addresses of manufac- 
turers are also listed. Appliances which are 
recommended by the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power for local authority housing are 
specially marked. 

Architects and builders may obtain a com- 
plimentary copy of List No. 4 from the. 
Publicity Officer, Coal Utilisation Council, 
3, Upper Belgrave-st., London, S.W.1. 


Need for Proper Fixing 


THE IMPORTANCE of the proper installation 
of solid fuel appliances was stressed by Mr. 
H. V. SHELTON, chairman of the technical 
and education committee of the Coal Utilisa- 
tion Council, at a meeting at the Council’s 
training centre, Vauxhall-walk, S.E.11, on 
February 26. 

Much research had gone into the produc- 
tion of the efficient appliances which were 
now on the market, he said, and it was there- 
fore essential that builders, who were mainly 
responsible for fixing them, should know 
how to instal the appliances so that the best 
possible results could be obtained from them. 
The efficiency of an appliance might be 
seriously affected if it was wrongly installed. 
The C.U.C., he said, would intensify its 
efforts to make more widely known the 
proper methods for fixing. 

At the same meeting the Council’s film, 
“ Pictures in the Fire,” was shown. In this 
feature the advantages of solid fuel appli- 
ances in the home are described in an inter- 
esting and entertaining manner. 
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FOREMEN AND CLERKS OF 
WORKS 
Annual Ladies’ Night 


NEARLY 450 people were present at the 
very enjoyable annual ladies’ night dinner 
and dance of the Provident Institution of 
Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works, 
which was held at the Café Royal on 
March 8. 

The chairman this year was Mr. P. F, H. 
WYKEHAM, M.C., M.1.0.B., who during the 
course of the evening was presented with 
a certificate signifying that he had been made 
a life member of the Institution. In thank. 
ing Mr. F. C. Tayvor, the president, for 
making him a life member, Mr. Wykeham 
said that if any of those present could put 
in a good word for the Provident Institution, 
he hoped they would do so. 

Mr. D. E. Woopsine ParisH, M.I.0.B.. 
president of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, who was proposing the toast 
of the Provident Institution, said that since 
its founding in 1842, the Institution had 
raised £57,000. 


THE FIVE-DAY WEEK 


A County Protest 


Mucu unfavourable criticism has followed 
the decision of the Coventry Corporation 
Building Works Section to inaugurate a five- 
day week. At the annual general meeting 
of the Coventry and District Association of 
Building Trades Employers, representing 
approximately 100 local builders, on Febru- 
ary 29, two letters were read to members, 
one from the Coventry City Engineer, Mr. 
G. Berry, and the other from a local builder, 
Mr. G. Nicholls. The letter from Mr. Berry 
informed Mr. Nicholls of the proposed five- 
day week working. Mr. Nicholls’ letter, 
addressed to the Association, said that he 
understood the weekly working hours of the 
Corporation Building Works Section would 
remain the same by starting at 7.45 a.m. and 
having only 30 minutes mid-day break, thus 
saving 45 minutes a day. In his opinion, 
the matter was extremely serious as it was 
entirely against national interests that the 
building industry should move on to a five- 
day week. 


PNEUMOCONIOSIS SCHEME 


Benefits for Uncompensated Cases 


THE Pneumoconiosis and _ Byssinosis 
Benefit Scheme, 1952, made by the Minister 
of National Insurance, Mr. Osbert Peake, 
comes into force on March 10. The scheme 
provides an allowance of 40s. a week (which 
may be increased in certain circumstances) 
for persons who are totally disabled. by 
pneumoconiosis or byssinosis, and who 
have never received workmen’s compensation 
or industrial injuries benefit for their disease. 

The scheme also provides a death benefit 
of up to £300 for the dependent members of 
the family of a person dying from either 
disease, where neither workmen’s compensa- 
tion nor industrial injuries benefit is payable 
for the death. Deaths which have occurred 
on or after January 1, 1950, are covered. 

Anyone who thinks he may be entitled 
to benefit under the scheme should apply 
to the nearest local National Insurance Office 
for a copy of leaflet P.N.1. This explains 
the scheme and contains an application form 
for benefit. 

Pneumoconiosis is fibrosis of the lungs 
due to silica, asbestos or other dust, and 
includes the condition of the lungs known as 
dust reticulation. Byssinosis is a respiratory 
disease caused by cotton dust. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


«legally Acquired Steel ” 


In connection with a law report headed 
“Illegally Acquired Steel—Engineer Fined 
£200” in our issue of February 29, Messrs. 
Richard Crittall and Co., Ltd. (whose 
address is 151, Great  Portland-street, 
London, W.1) inform us that they were not 
connected with this case in any way. 


A Factory at Cwmbran 


The factory illustrated in the article in 
our last issue on the Cwmbran New Town 
was built for the Board of Trade by Wales 
and Monmouthshire Industrial Estates, Ltd., 
of Treforest Trading Estate, Pontypridd, 
and leased by them to Alfa-Laval, Ltd. 


Wood Preserving Association Convention 


The British Wood Preserving Association 
has issued the Record of the First Annual 
Convention of the Association held at Cam- 
bridge in June, 1951. Copies, price 7s. 6d., 
may be obtained from 21, College Hill, 
London, E.C.4. 


Housing Conference 


In conjunction with the Labour Research 
Department, the Birmingham Trades 
Council is to hold a one-day conference at 
the International Centre, Birmingham, on 
March 30, when all aspects of the problem 
of housing, including building, cost of 
repairs, land charges and equalisation 
schemes are to be discussed. 


University College Annual Report 


The University of London Annual Report 
for 1950-51 has been published. Following 
the exhibition of drawings from the Bartlett 
School: which was held at Sydney University 
last year, it is hoped to hold an exhibition 
of drawings from schools within the Com- 
monwealth at the Bartlett School of Archi- 
tecture. 


Canadian Housing Costs Steady 


According to the latest issue of “ Housing 
in Canada” (quarterly report published by 
Central Mortgage and Housing Corpora- 
tion), house-building costs tended to level off 
during the third quarter of 1951 after having 
tisen steadily for about 18 months from the 
end of the first quarter of 1950. The com- 
bined index of prices of residential building 
materials and wage rates of construction 
workers rose less than one per cent. from 
July to October, 1951. Building material 
Prices were virtually unchanged during the 
period, and wage rates of construction 
workers rose about two per cent. from July 


to August, remaining stable from August to 
October. 


The European Coal Problem 


In a report just submitted to governments, 
the Secretariat of the United Nations Econ- 
omic Commission for Europe analyses the 
European coal problem, appraises policies 
and suggests measures for the efficient 
development and economical use of energy 
Tésources. On ways to induce fuel saving. 
the report reminds that “the amount of coal 
needed by Europe is not a fixed datum object- 
Wely determined by the level and composition 
of ‘industrial output and the level of real 
Income.” Estimates of the scope for saving 
¢oal by improving combustion efficiency are 
ste —— data on “the most notorious 
‘xample of fuel wasting,” the open fireplace 
“dear to British hearts.” A : 
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B.C.C. Comes of Age 


The British Colour Council, 13, Portman- 
square, W.1, which was formed in 1929 to 
raise the standard of appreciation and under- 
standing of the application of colour, cele- 
brates its coming of age this year. 


Nine Acres Infants’ School, I.0.W. 


The sub-contractors. for the supply of 
ironmongery for Nine Acres County Infants’ 
School, Newport, Isle of Wight, which was 
described and illustrated in our issue of 
February 15, were Rownson, Drew and 
Clydesdale, Ltd., of London, E.C.4. 


Clerk of Works’ Diploma Examination 


The 1952 A.B.T. Clerk of Works Diploma 
Examination will be held in London and 
Glasgow on April 17 to 19. Other centres 
will be arranged according to demand. 
Copies of the syllabus and application forms 
may be obtained upon application to the 
General Secretary, 5, Ashley-place, S.W.1, 
free of charge. 


Telephone Service Expansion 


Referring to the fact that out of the half- 
million people in Britain who had applied 
for telephones probably not more than 
100,000 would get them this year, Lord 
de la Warr, the Postmaster-General, said 
that the real trouble lay in the provision of 
main line cables, equipment, and buildings, 
and if a serious deterioration in the service 
was to be avoided in the next four or five 
years new buildings must be started and 
cables laid now. He was speaking at the 
opening of a new trunk exchange at Foun- 
tainbridge, Edinburgh, on March 8. 
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Work at Gas Board Office 


Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, Minister of Fuel and 
Power, has stated in the House of Commons 
that he has referred to the Director of 
Public Prosecutions work at the head office 
at Croydon of the South-Eastern Gas 
Board, the authorisations for which covered 
an estimated total cost of £37,707. 


Technclogy and Management in US. 


The Ministry of Education announced on 
February 29 that, with the aim of contri- 
buting to industrial productivity in this 
country, 75 scholarships are to be awarded 
this year for the study of production tech- 
nology and management in selected univer- 
sities or technological institutes and in indus- 
trial undertakings in the United States. 
Further details may be obtained from 
Ministry of Education (F.E. Division 1), 
Curzon-street, W.1. 


The Market Bosworth Houses 


The first two “ people’s” houses, built 
for £970 each at Desford, Leicestershire, for 
Market Bosworth Rural Council, had been 
visited by representatives of 382 local 
authorities, 42 firms of builders and archi- 
tects and 116 industrial and other concerns, 
the surveyor (Mr. A. N. Trowbridge) told 
the council on February 27. Every deputa- 
tion had been conducted through the houses 
and shown every detail. Representatives of 
48 local authorities said they could build 
similar houses, 78 thought they could, and 
the remainder were doubtful owing to local 
circumstances and scarcity of labour and 
materials. He added: 


“J think we have been able to convince 
most of them that we can build houses at 
much less.cost than many have been built.” 
Mr. Trowbridge said they had received 
many letters of congratulation from abroad. 


MONOPOLIES COMMISSION 


Supply of Imported "Timber Under 
Investigation 


THE THIRD ANNUAL REPORT by the Board 
of Trade on the working of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices (Inquiry and Con- 
trol) Act, 1948 (Stationery Office, 6d.), 
which covers the year 1951, states that 
seven subjects are now before’ the 
Monopolies Commission for investigation. 
These subjects include the supply of in- 
sulated electric wires and cables and the 
supply of various descriptions of imported 
hardwood and softwood timber and ply- 
wood; they were referred to the commission 
on March 1, 1949, and October 8, 1951, 
respectively. 


In addition to the subjects under investi- 
gation, a number of new subjects for ref- 
erence were suggested to the Monopolies 
Commission for investigation during 1951. 
These include domestic boilers; fibre build-~* 
ing board; fireplaces; gypsum; curtain rails 
and fittings; and steelwork erection. 


The report points out that while indus- 
tries and trades are not mentioned, in the 
absence of some prima facie evidence that 
conditions to which the Act applies may 
obtain, it does not follow that the 
Monopolies Commission would find that the 
conditions did in fact prevail; still less that 
they would regard them as contrary to the 
public interest. As in previous years, the 
majority of suggestions and requests have 
come from business people who consider 
their competitive position impaired by the 
arrangements which they suggest for 
investigation. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered. 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 

Severnside Estates, Ltd. (503785). Regd. Jan. 25, 
87, Whitchurch-rd., Shrewsbury, Salop, bldrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: G. R. 
Fletcher, High Meadow, Ridgebourne-rd., Shrews- 


ury. 

David Wildman and Sons, Ltd. (503842). Regd. 
Jan. 28, Park Royd, Park Top, Bingley, bldrs. and 
contractors. Nom. cap.: £2,000. WDir.: W. Wild 
man. 


J. Allen and Sons, Ltd. (503853). Regd. Jan. 28, 


bldrs. and contractors, etc. _Nom. cap.: £1,500. 
ir.: J. Allen, 4, Anstey-rd., Reading. 
Collins and Godfrey (Cheltenham), Ltd. (503901). 


Regd. Jan. 30, Grosvenor-st., Cheltenham, Glos, 
bldg. contractors. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: Mrs. 
G. Oldham, 77, Clydesdale-rd., Quinton, Birming- 
ham, 32. ; 

Herbert Dunnill (Towneley), Ltd. (503914). Regd. 
Jan. 30, Towneley Sawmills, Hollingreave-rd., Burn- 
ley, bidns.. etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. ODir.: H. 
Dunnill, 83, Todmorden-rd., Burnley. 

W. G. Royles and Son, Ltd. (503927). Regd. 
Jan. 30, Moor-st., Kirkham, bldrs. and contractors. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: W. G. Royles, 14, Swar- 
brick-st., Kirkham. 

Burt and Vick (Witchampton), Ltd. (503942). 
Regd. Jan. 31, Upper Hinton-chbrs., Bournemouth, 


bldrs., ete. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: Muriel B. 
Burt, Tideway, Brudenell-ave., Canford Cliffs, 
Dorset. : 

Cc. A. Houghton and Co., Ltd. (503943). Regd. 


Barrows-la., Yardley, Birmingham, 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 


(503984). Regd. Jan. 
W.C.2, bidrs. and con- 


: Dit.: R. RK. MR. 
Syddell, 13, Compton-rd., N.21. 

T. E. Clark (Builders), Ltd. (503989). Regd. 
Jan. 31, 123, Tredworth-rd., Gloucester. Nom. cap.: 
£500. Dir.: T. E. Clark. 

Wilsons (Wantage), Ltd. (504046). Regd. Feb. 1, 
6 and 7, Churchst., Wantage, Berks, bidrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: J. Wilson, 20, Newbury- 
st., Wantage, Berks. 

T. H. Shipway, Ltd. Regd. Feb. 2 


Jan. 31, 104, 
s. and contractors. 
C. A. Houghton. 

R. Syddell and Co., Ltd. 
31, 5, Upper St. Martins-la 


tractors. Nom. cap.: £5 


(504073). 


1268, Bristol-rd., South Birmingham, 31, bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: T 
Shipway. 

A. E. Mace and Son, Ltd. (504091). Regd. Feb. 
4, 70a, Cambridge-cl., Hounslow, Middx., bldrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: A. E. 
Mace, 98, London-rd., Kingston-on-Thames. 

J. Tomlinson and Son, Ltd. (504113). Regd. Feb. 


4, bldrs. and contractors, ete. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 
Dir.: M. Tomlinson, Beech House, Colton, Leeds. 
Buxton and Attewell (Contractors), Ltd. (504133). 
Regd. Feb. 5, 22, Canal-st., Nottingham. _Nom. 
cap.: £15,000. Dir.: R. H. Buxton, Roehoe Lodge, 
Kinoulton, Notts. 
Regd. Feb. 5, 


Arley Fabrications, Ltd. (504148). 


107, Lancaster-st., Birmingham, 4, bidis., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £25,000. Dir.: W. G. Whittall, Eastnor, 
Somerville-rd., Sutton Coldfield. 

D. E. Lavington and Co., Ltd. (504155). Regd. 


Feb. 6, Draycott, Church Walk, Bletchley, Bucks, 
bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: 
E. C. Cook. ¢ 

Gower and Church, Ltd. (504160). Regd. Feb. 6, 
1, Station-rd., Chadwell Heath, Essex, bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,500. Dir.: H. J. Gower, 6, King’s- 
ave., Chadwell Heath. . 

Hargreaves Hal] and Co., Ltd. (504284). Regd. 
Feb. 9, 24, Gloucester-pl., Brighton, Sussex, bidis., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: A. R. Hall, 5, Little 
Western-st., Hove, Sussex. 

Jennings and Baggott, Ltd. (504287). Regd. 
Feb. 9, 38, Solihull-rd., Shirley, Warwicks, building 


contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: Mrs. 
M. M. Jennings. 

Trent Contractors, Ltd. (504312). Regd. Feb. 11, 

ublic works contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Sub.: G. S. Bradford, 47, Castle-rd., Walsall Wood, 
Staffs. 

J. S. Craig and Co., Ltd. (504400). Regd. Feb. 
14, 605, Rochdale-rd., Collyhurst, Manchester, 9, 
bldrs., bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Dir.: J. 8. Craig. 


Leonard Mead (London), Ltd. (504402). Regd. 
Feb. 14, 13, Hartham-rd.. Holloway, N.7, bidr. and 
decorator. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: L. C. Mead. 

C. and M. (Builders), Ltd. (504430). Regd. Feb. 
15, 30, Falkland-rd., Wallasey, Ches., bidrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: R. G. Cum- 
mings. 

E. and A. Diggines, Ltd. (504431). Regd. Feb. 
15, 379a, Torquay-rd., Paignton, Devon, bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: E. 
Diggines, 1, Cedar-rd., Paignton. 

W. M. Robertshaw & Son, Lid. (504511). Regd. 
Feb. 16, 14, Doncaster-rd., Scunthorpe, Lines, bldrs. 
and big. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
W. M. Robertshaw. 


Clifton and Cragg, Ltd. (504475). Regd. Feb. 16, 
€, Rowleys Green-la., Coventry, bldrs. and con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: B. T. Clif- 


ton, 14, Anstey-rd.. Wyken, Coventry. 


Baddeley Bros. (Builders), Ltd. (504547). Regd. 
Feb. 19, Peel-st., Wolstanton, Newcastle-under- 
Lyme, Staffs. Nom. cap.: £10.00. Dir.: R. C 


Baddeley, 75, Dimsdale Parade, Wolstanton, Stoke- 
on-Trent. 


THE BUILDER 


TRADE NEWS 
Manchester Building Trades Exhibition 


New and improved methods of fixing 
rough cast glass domes are to be shown by 
Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., St. Helens, Lanca- 
shire, at the Manchester Building Trades 
Exhibition, City Hall, Deansgate, on 
March 25 to April 5. 

Building and Civil Engineering Exhibition 

Light gauge copper housing tubes for 
domestic purposes, installations and engin- 
eering services are being exhibited by The 
Yorkshire Copper Works, Ltd., Leeds, at the 
Building and Civil Engineering Exhibition, 
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, from March 26 to 
April 12. 

Examples of various methods of laying 
copper roofing will be shown, together with 
photographs of some recent contracts carried 
out in Scotland by Fredk. Braby and Co., 
Ltd., 352-364, Euston-road, N.W.1. 

Ideal Home Exhibition 

New World gas cookers and ranges, gas 
fires, space and water heaters, are being 
exhibited by Radiation, Ltd., Radiation 
House, Stratford - place, W.1, at the Daily 
Mail Ideal Home Exhibition, Olympia, which 
closes on March 29. 

Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., are show- 
ing a new product, the jigged wall fitting, 
designed to reduce the cost of installing small 
sink heaters. The fitting consists of a back 
plate drilled with screwholes for fixing to 
the wall, and two pipeways, one for gas 
and the other for water. The supply pipes 
and fitting are set into the wall of a house 
and plastered over except for the capped 
ends of the protruding pipes. When a heater 
is fitted the caps are removed and the heater 
bolted on. 


THE WINDSOR 
PARQUET 
FLOOR 


e Seasoned Oak 


e@ Cheaper than any other 
Hardwood floor 


e Available now 


ONSITE FLOORING CO. 


12, Wigmore Place, W.1 
, Langham 2256 
and from:— 


Broad & Co. Ltd., London 

Bruce Martyn Ltd. 

R. W. Brooke & Co. Ltd. 

J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Belfast 

J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Dublin 
Coventry Tile Co. Ltd. 

Edcol Ltd., Wolverhampton 

Flortile Ltd., Newcastle 

Holmes (Norwich) Ltd. 

Jaconello Ltd. 

Leeds Floorcraft Co. 

Letco Floors & Tiles Ltd. 

Macdougall & Son Ltd., Glasgow 
National Flooring Co. Ltd. 

N. Jack & Co., Newcastle 

R. W. Purdie & Co. 

South Western Flooring Co. Ltd., Totnes 
Zeta Wood Flooring Co. (1910) Ltd., 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


Housing Subsidy Protest 


IHE view that the proposed housing 
subsidies announced by the Govern. 
ment “are totally inadequate,” was 
unanimously endorsed by representatives of 
local authorities who attended a mecting of 
the Convention of Royal Burghs at Edip- 
burgh on March 5. 

Mr. J. Gipson KERR, agent for the con- 
vention, said there was no doubt that the 
housing finances of local authorities were jp 
a serious state. 

When the convention’s deputation met 
the Secretary of State they would inform him 
that the burghs could not accept as adequate 
either the proposed subsidies or the figures 
on which they had been based; that the 


convention intended to issue full informa- 


tion on housing figures to all Scottish mem- 
bers of Parliament; and that subsidies should 
be reviewed again not later than June next 
year, and sooner if there was a further jn- 
crease in interest rates. 

Scottish Building Exhibition 

THE FIRST large-scale exhibition on build- 
ing and civil engineering in Scotland will 
open at the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, on March 
26. Government Departments with special 
interests in building and civil engineering in 
Scotland are supporting the exhibition with 
stands. They include. the Ministry of 
Works, the Department of Health, and the 
Department of Education. 

Many of the displays reflect the impor- 
tance now attached to building research; 
the Ministry of Works devote their main 
stand to “ Building Research and Housing,” 
showing the results of research applied to 
every phase of house building from founda- 
tion to roof. The work of the Technical 
Information Service forms another of the 
Ministry’s exhibits. 

Government Departments and _ building 
associations have devoted a large amount of 
stand space to the training given to appren- 
tices, and the openings which exist for a 
career in the building industry. In one 
exhibit, “Training and Practice,” the col- 
leges and schools concerned with technical 
training in Scotland have combined with the 
Ministry of Works, the Department of Edu- 
cation, professional associations, and the 
Building Trades Apprenticeship Council to 
present the work of apprentices and skilled 
craftsmen. The importance of maintaining 
a flow of craftsmen is underlined by another 
exhibit on “ Careers in Building.” 

Competitions for apprentices will be held 
each Saturday during the exhibition (March 
29, April 5 and 12). Other features include 
a cinema which will give daily programmes 
of sound-films dealing with training, research 
and. development, and a_ bookstall selling 
H.M. Stationery Office publications on 
building. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Dundee.—Plans are in hand for a new Art College 


which is to be erected on a site at Belmont. 
East Kilbride.—Development Corporation Ls 4 
erection of 134 low-cost houses, the designs for which 


have been endorsed by Dept. of Health for Scotland. 

Edinburgh.—T.C. propose to build community 
centres at Broomhouse and Moredun. Plans by 
City A., City-chbrs. , 

Fort William.—B.C. to erect 20 houses in eight 
blocks, at Claggan site. : 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their 
own architects for new buildings to be built at 
Mill-st. for Graham and Wylie, Ltd., Greenh 
Saw Mills, Glasgow, S. 

Glasgow.—Plans to erect 150 houses 
Kelvinside have been approved bs an 
Guild Court and have received planning permission. 

Greenock.—Plans to be prepared fur new cr 
poration shops, ete., to be erected on te Cumber 
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land aad Westmorland-rds. The architect is 
rt L. Rankine, A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.T.P.L1., 
Municipal- Vehbrs Wallace-sq., Greenock. 
Greenock. —Plans are in the bande of their own 
architects for alterations and additions to be 
tarried out at Maderia-st. by Scott’s Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Co., Ltd., Carnock-st., Greenock. 
k.—Plans in hand for new classrooms and 
to be built at the Auchmead district, 
by the architects of The Renfrewshire 
Authority, Renfrewshire House, 


new centre 
Inverkip-rd., 
Bducation 
Glasgow, Paisley. ; : 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by their own archi- 
tects for a new canteen, workshop, and a commer- 
cial garage, to be built at Bishopbriggs site by 
Jaegar System Concrete, Ltd., 121, Hope-st., Blyths- 
wood, Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Lanarkshire. --Plans to be prepared for 60 houses 
to be erected at East Kilbride for The Development 
Corporation, for which the architect is Donald 
Raey (F.), Terrence-hse., East Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire. —Plans prepared for new business 

ises, etc., by their own architects, which will 
erected at Bishopbriggs, by The Cowlains Co- 
dhexon,, Soeens Ltd., Angus-st., St. George’s-rd., 


Pes Madras College will spend £62,000 
i year on extensions, including laboratory, gym 
and claSsrooms. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still, open but not .nc‘uded 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications ; the name and address at the 


end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 

BUILDING 

MARCH 19. 

*tPlymouth T.C.—Superstructure of new technical 
college; two shops with maisonettes and two 
garages, Warwick-av.. Whitleigh, and 12 eps and 

xreen. 


13 maisonettes and 10 garages, Whitleigh 
H. J. W. Stirling (A.), City A., Seymour-rd. Dep. 
£5 3s. (each). 


MARCH . 
*tipswich C.B.—62 houses at 6 ‘hantry estate. B.S., 
Dep. £3 3s, Tenders by April 24. 


19, Tower-st. 

Surrey C€.C.—Adaptations and alterations at 

Dorking fire station: County A., Kingston. 
MARCH 21. 

*tLeominster B.C.—44 houses at Westfield Walk 

site, J. Brian Cooper (F.), 177, Corporation-st., 

Birmingham, 4. Dep. £3 3s. 


*Newcastle-upon-Tyne RegiOna; Hospital Board. 


—Alterations and improvements . Camerton 

hospital. W. J. Ball, 1, Lonsdale-st., Carlisle. 
MARCH 22. 

“Bristol City—Adaptation and alteration con- 


nected with first stage of technical college accom- 
modation by conversion of Block No. 2 of Muller’s 
Orphan Homes, Ashley Down. W. J. Stenner (F.), 
2, Berkeley-sq., Bristol, 8. Dep, £2 2s. Tenders 
y April 17. 

Ht ate B.C.—Erection of 64 houses on the 


Grove House estate. B.E., Municipal Office 
*tLewes B.C.—34 houses at ai la. North. 
C. T. Butler, B.E. ties Dep. £5 

RCH 24. 
Carmarthen 1.0.8 dwellings at Park Hall 
estate. B.E. & S,, Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


*tChatham B.C.—Houses at Weeds Wood estate, 
Ss. 


Walderslade. B.E. 
Torrington T.C.—Eight houses at Town 
Park site. Oliver & Dyer, Queen Anne’s-chbrs., 
mstaple. Dep. £3 3s. 


*tlpewich C.B.—Jun. sch., Chantry estate, Johns 
& Slater, architects, 32, Foundation-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


s by April 15. 

Melton and Belvoir R.D.C.—10 houses at Bottes- 
ford. F. W. Keyworth, architect, Wilton-terr., 
Melton Mowbray. 

*Ware U.D.C.—Four shops zit hg accom- 


Rotation, King George-rd. W. Davis, E. & S. 


yn B.0.—14 flats at Mardale-rd. B.E. & 


8. Dep 

MARCH 25. 
Preston T.C.—24 bungalows at Burholme- - 
ae Ribbleton Hall estate. BE. 


U.D.C.—58 +e at Manor-rd. FE. & S. 
Oounett Offices. Dep. £ 

le.—40 houses ak: various sites (two con- 
acta). J. Lawton, architect, Council Offices Stan- 
pe. Dep. £2 2s. — — 


and 


ARCH 
tKetton R.D.C.—10 hseues By “Ryhall. F. J. Lenton 
Partners, Council’s architects, 16, Broadest., 
Stamford. 


THE BUILDER 


pe gi houses at Claudy. ; oe 3 


Marshall, architect and surveyor, Princes Quay. 
Dep. £5 | 5s. 

Strood R.D.C.—Eight houses at Harvel, Meopham. 
E. & S., Council Offices, Frindsbury Hill. Dep. 
£5 5s. 

MARCH 27. 


*tDurham C.C.—Repairs, alterations and addi- 
tions to ambulance station at Wheatley Hill. G. R. 
Clayton (F.), County A., Court-la., Durham. 

*Preston C.B.—Alte remens and extensions at Park 
sch. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 « 


MARCH 28. 
Castle Ward R.D.C.—100 houses in three 
Ponteland. E. & S., 7, North-rd., Ponteland, 
£2 2s. 


*Ploughley R.D.C.—Eight houses 


groups at 
Dep. 


at Charlton-on- 


Otmoor. F. E. Opens shaw (A,), 65, St. Giles-st., 
Oxford. Dep. £2. 
, MARCH 29. 
Abingdon R.D.C.—i11 houses at Radley estate. 
Architect, Council Offices, 60, Bath-st. Dep. £3 3s. 


*tChislehurst and Sidcup U. D.C.—War damage 
repairs and redecorations to groundsman’s cottage 
at Mottingham sports ground. -E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

wt aoe R.D.C.—28 dwellings at Baginton. 

J. Haynes, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 

Westies Sussex C€.C.—Adaptation of occupational 
centre for additions to Blind Home, Worthing. 
County A., Chichester. 

*Wigan C.B.—Additional classrooms, etc., Wood- 
field prim. sch., Wigan-la. B.E. Dep. £2. 


MARCH 31. 

_ Australia.—Erection of seven-storey block of flats, 
in reinforced concrete frame construction, at 
Lansell-rd,, Melbourne, for Lansell Close Pty., Ltd. 
Austral Development, Ltd., 95, Gfesham-st., E.C.2 

*Durham_ G.C.—Steel decking of roofs at New 
Technica! College, Billingham. G. R. Clayton (F.). 
County A., Durham. 

*Durham C.C.—Police house and office at Sacris- 
gg la., Witton Gilbert. G. R. Clayton (F.), Court- 


Hemel Hempstead R.D.C.—Six houses at Church 
Meadow, Great Gaddesden. E. & _ No. 2, 
Marlowes, Hemel Hempstead. Dep. £2 

“Kendal B.C.—78 houses at Hall "ie estate. J. 
Barnfather, B.E, & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Morecambe and Heysham 8.C.—Offal 
house at. cleansing depot, Corporation Dept, 
Lund. BS. Dep. £1 


plant 
White 


APRIL 2. 
Eston U.D.C.—Four shops and flats at Jubilee-rd. 
— ing estate, E. & S., Normanby-rd., South Bank. 
8 ® 
“Sandbach U.D.C.—36 houses at housing site No. 5. 


& S., Council Offices, Crewe-rd. Dep. £1. 
APRIL 3. 

“Berks C€.C.—Classrooms, etc., at County girls’ 
sch., Wokingham. County A., Wilton-hse., Parkside- 
rd., Reading. Dep, £2 2s. 

*Bromiey 8.C.—78 houses a mei pl. estate 
(Contract No. 3). B.E. Dep. 

*Bromiey B.C.—108 hone? estate 


- ,™ es-pl. 


(Contract No. 4). B.E. Dep. £2 2s 











LOOK FOR THESE POINTS IN 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 





OTE the bearing lubrication nipples in 
N this Kingway door hanger; the ease of 
vertical and lateral adjustment; the flat wheel 
treads which spread the load at the wearing 


surface. Features like 
these make KING slid- 
ing door gear a first- 
class engineering job. 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLETS 
GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, HERTS, 
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*Leicester T.C.—144 dwellings at Eyres Monsell 
ee J. 8. Fyfe (A.), Housing Architect. Dep. 
De 
PRIL 6. 
*Alton U.D.C.—42 yg at 
G. H, Webb, 8S. Dep. 


APR 


Borovere-gdns. 


*Gravesend B.C.—69 flats aa Valley-dr. B.E. & 
S., 6, Woodville-ter. Dep. £2 2s. 
pa tSeuthampton C.B.—120 flats at Itchen. B.E. 
=p. 


£ 
*West Riding C.C.—Applications for names to be 
included on lists of selected contractors. County 
A., Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 


APRIL 8. P 
*Brighton C.B.—Two police houses and police 
office, etc., at Falmer-ave., Saltdean. B.E. & S., 
26-30, King’s-rd, 7 £2 2s. 
PRIL 


ee R. p.¢.—Four ites at : oo? 
so East Horsley. J. W. Wilton,.E. & S. Dep. 


‘Guildford R.D.C.—Four dwellings at “= 
Hill. Worplesdon. J. W. Wilton, E. & 


as. 
APRIL 10. 
Saffron Walden B.C.—24 houses and six mage 
2 28 


at four sites. B.E., Municipa] Offices. Dep 
APRIL 16. 

Crompton U.D.C.—Extension to public baths at 
Farrow-st., Shaw. E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2. 
APRIL 17. 

*States of Guernsey.—50 houses at Pre de 
L’Aumone, Castel. States Eng., States Office 

Annexe, Albert Pier. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 21. 

*Eastbourne C.B.—Six houses at Langney Village 
housing estate. B.S., 2, Saffrons-rd. Dep. 

*Woking U.D. C.—104 houses, Grove Barre estate, 
Horsell. H. P. Tame, E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 24, 

New Zealand Government.— Roxborough hydro- 
electric power project—completion of construction 
of dam, spillway, power house and other associated 
works. Secretary, Tenders Board, Ministry of 
Works, Box 8015, Government Buildings, Wellmgton, 
New Zealand. 

NO DATE. 

Fort William T.€.—20 houses at 
John A. W. Grant, architects, 
Edinburgh. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


Claggan site. 
3%, Melville-st., 


MARCH 24, 
Hemel Hempstead B.C.—B.E. (Materials.) 


MARCH 238, 
Sandbach U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
doors _ for new technical 


MAR 
*‘Durham_ C.€.—Flush 
R. Clayton (F.), County 


college at Billingham. G. 
4., Durham. 

*East Riding C.C.—Metal windows, screens, doors, 
etc., Cottingham County sec. sch. County A. 
Bev erley. p 

High Wycombe B.C.—B.E. & 8. (Materials.) 
APRIL 5 

Knaresborough U.D. C.—Electrica) installation in 
62 houses on the Meadowside estate. E. & S., 
Knaresborough House. 


APRIL 7. ‘ 

Surbiton B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 

APRIL 16. ‘ 

Sudan Government.—Supply to dumps in Khar- 
toum of asbestos cement or concrete pipes for 
sewerage, as first instalment of main drainage 
scheme. Howard Humphreys & Sons, consultant 
engineers, Victoria Station-hse., 191, Victoria-st., 
S.W.1. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 22. 

Bury C.B.—Asphalt surfacing of approx. 68,000 
sq. yds. of carriageway within the countv borough. 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 24. 
Kingsclere and Whitchurch R. D.C.—Provision of 
Overton, 


new sewer and water main, Sapley-la., 

Hants. Council’s Surveyor, Council Offices, Kings- 
clere, nr. Newbury, Berks. 

MARCH 26. 

*tNorfolk £.C.—Asphalt surfacing at various 
schools and house and bungalow adjacent to 
Costessey prim. sch. F. Lincoln Ralphs, Chief 
Education Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. Dep. £2 


(for second scheme only). 
+Seaton U.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works and "thatie drains. S., Town Hall. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
MARCH 27. 
Wolverhampton C.B.—Surface dressin 
200,000 sq. yds. of carriageways within 


B.E., Town Hall. 
MARCH 28. 

Tees Valley Water Board.—Laying of approx. 
4,000 yds. of steel main between Lartington = 
and Deepdale aqueduct, Barnard Castle. R. 
Winter, M.Inst.C.§., engineer and general manager 
Corporation-rd., Middlesbrough. Dep. £1 1s. 


of approx. 
e Borough. 
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Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 
on housing scheme No. 16. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 31. 

*Durham C.C.—Tarpaving at Summonside prim. 
sch., Jarrow. G. R. Clayton (F.). County A. 

Ince-in-Makerfield_ U.D.C.—Construction of roads 
and sewers on = Battersby-st. housing site. S., 
Town Hall. £2 2s. 

Lancaster T. 6.-Consiraction of roads, sewers and 
water mains at Ridge housing estate. City En- 
gineer, Town Hall. Dep. 

Manchester T.C.—Advance preparation of housing 
sites at Newall Green Neighbourhood, low density 


area. City Surveyor, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 2. 
*Rhondda U.D.C.—Builder’s roads, sewers and 


Gwannadda site, 
Architect, 


land drainage for 62 houses at 
Penygraig. C. Gingeil (A.), Housing 
13, Ystrad-rd., Pentre. Dep, £3 3s. 

: APRIL 3. 

Hastings T.C.—Construction of roads and sewers 
at the Harley Shute housing estate. B.E., 37, Well- 
ington-sq. Dep. £2 2 

APRIL 7. 
Anglesey ©.C.—Laying of spun-iron water mains, 


Rofe and Raffety, 3, Victoria-st., Westminster, 
§.W.l. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 8. 
Bedford B.C.—Advance preparation of site at 
Putnoe-la. B.E. & S, Newnham-hse., Horne-la., 


Bedford. Dep. £1 1s. 

Cricklade and Wootton Bassett R.D. C.—Prepara- 
tion of housing site at Shepherds Breach. 8. 
Council Offices, High-st., Wootton Bassett. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

APRIL 14. 

West Lancashire R.D.C. aetrection of carriage- 
way, etc., at Moorhey-rd., \ a E. & S., 52, 
Derby-st., Ormskirk. Dep. £3 

APRIL 23. 

Teifiside R.D.C.—Construction of the Blaenbrae 
water scheme. Mr. O. Owen, Counc Offices, Barley 
Mow, Liandyssul, Cards. Dep. £5 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bromiley. — Primary Scnoor. — Boro’ Surveyor, 
Municipal-bidgs., has prepared layout for county 
prim. sch. at Pickhurst-la. 

City.—Founbations.—It has been found necessary 
to strengthen the foundations of’ Guildhall before 
a new roof can be erected or any extensive new 
building work undertaken close to the main 
structure. Mr. Burnard Green, structural engineer. 
has proposed the transfer of the load at present 
carried by buttresses to piles to be sunk for this 
purpose. Of the £10,000 needed for this scheme, 
a sum of £6,000 for dealing with the foundations 
was included for erection of the ~ ys block as 
reported in our issue of November 30 last. 

Dulwich.—Fats.—F. S. Palling, architect, 24, St. 
Mary Axe, E.C.3, has prepared plans for 108 flats 
at Croxted-rd. for Camberwell BA. 

Golders Green.—Factory Extension.—Winbourne 
& Benton have applied for planning approval for 
single-storey extension to factery at Brent Cross 
Works, North Circular-rd., N.W .2, for the Anchor 
Glass Co 

Hendon. —GaRaces.—B.C. Housing Committee 
have approved, in principle, plans by Boro’ Engineer 
and Surveyor for erection of 26 garages at Clitter- 
house-cres. 

Hendon.—ExteNnsion.—Hendon Football Club pro- 
pose extension to spectators’ stand at football 
ground, Claremont-rd., N.W.2. Plans by George 
McLean & Partners, A.R.I.B.A., 34, The Mall, W.5 

Hendon.—Resvitpinc.—Messrs. Clutton, 5, Gt. 
College-st., S.W.1, have applied for town planning 
permission for rebuilding house at 19, Woodstock- 
rd., N.W.11, as a of two flats and two maison- 


ettes for Mrs, M. Crews. 
Hendon. — Resvitpinc. — Scrase & Partners, 
F./L.R.1.B.A., 37, Gt. James-st.. Bedford-row, 


W.C.1, have prepared plans for rebuilding garage 


o 51, Bell- la., N.W.4, for the Colindale Laundry Co., 
td. 

Hendon.—ApDDITION To Scuoot.—Carlton Kremers 
& Co. have applied for planning approval for 


changing room and showers additions to gymnasium 
at Hasmoneau Grammar Sch., Holders Hill-rd., 
N.W.4, for the Jewish Secondary Schools Movement. 
Hendon.—Factory Appitions.—Riley & Glanfield, 
F./A.R.1.B.A., 6, Raymond-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, 
W.C.1, have ‘prepared plans for first-floor addition 
to factory at Aerodrome-rd., N.W.9, for Franco- 
British Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Hendon, — Fiats. — Amended 

Engineer and Surveyor for 
eight flats at 34, Brent-st. 
Housing Committee approval. 

Kensington.—Fiits.—B.C. Housing and Town 
Planning Committee approval has been given to 
plans by Boro’ Engineer for erection of eight flats 
at 10-14, Trebovir-rd. 

Kensington.—DeveLorment.—Plans by Boro’ En 
gineer for development of 1-14, Gadsden-mews by 
the erection of costermongers’ stabling units and 
stores have been approved, subject to planning per- 
mission, by B.C. Housing ard Town pinoaine Com- 
mittee. 

Kensington. —Fists—BC. Housing and Town 
Planning Committee have approved plans by Boro’ 
Engineer for erection of six flats at Chepstow-cres. 


plans by Boro’ 
proposed erection of 
have received B.C. 
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** THE BUILDER” PRICES 
GLASS 

The following changes in the prices of glass took 

effect on March 10. The revised prices are :— 
s. d. 

18 oz.sheet glass, per ft. super... ae 43 
24 oz. ” * Py ad bee 6 
26 oz. an = pa ves Aa: 7} 
32 oz. = i Sa ee 104 
Rolled plate } in. sai als ae ast It 
Rough cast % in. ne, sa a 
Rough cast in. ... 9 
Figured rolled and Cathedral ‘standard 

patterns ... ‘ 3 
Ditto Standard tints 1 32 
Ditto Special tints 2 7k 
Ditto Realruby ... 3 11} 
Reeded fin. thick ... AS ve 1 OF 
Wired cast ... oka cae an seb 104 
Knightsbridge. —New Buipines—The National 


Farmers’ Union, 45, Bedford-sq., W.C.1, propose to 
set up “central headquarters by the erection of a 
new building on the site of the Alexandra Hotel, 
25-31, Knights ‘ike Plans bv Roasid Ward and 
Partners, F.R.I .B.A., 17, Lowndes-st., BF 

Mill Hill. Tare ADDITIONS. aehe, “Carter and 
ponent A/A.R 83, High-st., Watford, have 

pared poke pia of ‘changing’ rooms at Chase 
odge, Page-st. W.7, for Board: of Governors, 
Ae Askons Schools. 

Milt Hill.—New Orrices.—French Renwick, Ltd., 
Coppetts-rd., N.10, have applied for town planning 
approval for proposed erection of new offices and 
lavatory buildings, canteen, workshops, stores and 


garages, and generator house at. 515- 517, Watford- 
way, N.W.7, for K. Garage and Service Station, 
itd. 


Paddington.-—-FLats.—B.C. parents erection of two 
four-storey blocks of flats at St. Philip’s-pl., 
Plans by Director of Housing’s Department. 

Poplar.—Hovuses.—B.C. propose 44 houses at 
Priory-st. Plans by Boro’ Engineer and Surveyor’s 
Dept 

- —Orrice Extensions.—The Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers, 1-7, Gt. George-st., S.W.1, 
. ek town planning approv al for proposed extension 
to — floor and construction of new fourth floor 
to offices. 


erneenens 


Adwick-le-Street.—W. Ellis, S., Council Offices, 
Adwick-le-Street, nr. Pha Knead has prepared lay- 
out for 220 houses at_ Woodlands site. 

Alnwick.—Duke of Northumberland Estate Office 
to erect three cottages at East Bolton Hall, and 
two at Old Barns Farm, Warkworth. / 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.C. propose extensions at 
office accommodation at Mossley-rd. garage, at e 
cost of £50,000; and to erect 10 shops: at Cr ohil 
B.C. propose following building programme for 
1952:—10 shops and 16 flats at Crowhill estate; 22 
flats and 26 houses, Taunton estate; and 104 houses, 
Newmarket estate. 

Atherton.—U.D.C. propose further extensions to 
Formby Hall. 

Basford.—R.D.C. propose 156 houses 
140, Nuthall; and 54, Kimberley. 

Belper.—R.D.C. propose eight houses at rear of 
Horsley sch. 

Birmingham.—S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, Espla- 


at Calverton; 











CORK FLOORING 
PARQUET 

WOOD BLOCK 
ASPHALTE TILES 
LATEX-CORK 
PLASTIC (P.V.C. 


(Approved Contractors forDE LARUE plastic tiles) 


CORK LINOLEUM 


RESURFACING WOOD BLOCK 
AND PARQUET FLOORS 
Nation-wide Service 


EDWARD STUART & CO. 


Manufacturers and Laying Contractors 
8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone: Sloane 4065/4021 
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’ 


nade, Sunderland, U.D.C.’s 


consultant arc hiteetg, 
to prepare revised layout plans for civic and shop. 
ping centre. 
Birmingham.—T.C. to build 96 flats at Greg, 
Francis-st. 
Blyth.—Brewster Sessions have granted fl] licence 
for proposed hotel at Red House Farm, for Ney. 


castle Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, \ eweastle 
Architects are Mauchlen & Weightman, 12, Saville. 
row, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Bradford.—T.C. recommended to 
station at Idle, £21,500 estimated. 
Bridgnorth.—B.C. propose extensions of contrac} 
with Wm. Sharratt, Ltd., for further 20 houses, 
Brierley Hill.—T.C. received layout approval for 
Swan Lane estate. ‘ 
Brighouse.—B.C. approved plans for 26 houses a} 
Bracken-rd. and New-st., for Wm. Halliwell, Ltg. 
Burton-on-Trent.—1.C. to negotiate with G. Wim- 
pey & Co., Ltd., London, for erection of 106 houses 
and 12 garages at Stanton-rd. 
Caernarvonshire.—Cty. A. has prepared plang fo 
proposed comprehensive sch. at Brynrefail. 
Cardiff.—P. G. Budgen & Partners, architects, ». 
97, St. Mary-st., have prepared plans for prim. 
sch. at’ North Llanishen. 


approve fire 


Carlisle.—City E., 18, Fisher-st., has prepared 
layout for 80 flats. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith. —Licensing Justices Approved 
plan for alterations to the ‘ ‘ George Hote},”” Castle. 


ton, for Wm. Stones, Ltd. 
Cheitenham.—B.C. have granted planning per. 
mission to Cheltenham College, Bath-rd., for pro. 
posed alterations to science preparation room. 
heltenham.—B.C. planning permission has been 
granted to New Court School, Ltd., for conversion 
of mews, at Lansdown-rd., into additional class. 
rooms and sanitary accommodation. 
Cheittenham.—Plans for new shopfronts an 
alterations to 366-369, High-st. and 16, Promenade, 
for Montague Burton, Ltd., have received planning 
permission from B.C. 
Cheltenham.—L. W. 


Barnard & Partner, 
F/F.R.1.B. 1% 


13, Imperial-sq., Cheltenham, have 
prepared plang for conversion of Knapp, Charl 
ton Kings, into flats, for B.C. 

Cheltenham,— Housing Com. eh instructed 
L. W. Barnard’ & Partners. F/F.R.I.B.A., 13, 
Imperial-sq., Cheltenham, to prepare final drawings 
and auantities + for erection of six old people’s 
dwellings at the Elms. 

Cheltenham.—Alternative schemes for four flats 
at Dunalley Parade, by L. W. Barnard & Partners, 
F/F.R.I.B.A., 13, Imperial- -Sq., Cheltenham, have 
tied approved by B. pens Com 

Chester.—Ches hire T. & A Association, 1, Grey 
Friars, propose erection of daitl hall and offices at 
Tower Wharf. 

Chesterfield.—Saxon, Snell, Son & Phillips, archi 
tects, 9, Bentwick-st., London, W.1, has prepared 
plans for ante-natal and tuberculosis clinics at 
Scarsdale, for Regional Hospital Brd. 

Cockermouth.—_U.D.C. to enter into negotiations 
with North-Eastern Housing Assoc., Curzon-st,, 
Maryport, for erection of 36 houses at Slatefell. 

Consett.—J. J. Eltringham, A., Derwent-st., Black. 
hill, Co. Durham, has prepared plans for houseg at 
Gloucester-rd., Ebchester, Hamsterley Colliery and 
Woodlands-rd., Shotley Bridge, for U.D.C. 

Coventry. —Trustees ‘of Bell Green Congregational 
Church propose new church, £20,000 estimated— 

. propose new community centre at Bell Green. 

‘Dagenham.—Cty. A., County Hall, Chelmsford, 
has prepared plans for R.C. sec. sch., ta cost 
£170,150. 

Darlington.—T.C. has approved layout and plans 
for Corn Exchange with car-park and provision for 
business premises. Plans by Boro’ A., E. A. Tom 
bohm, Town Hall. 5 

Darlington.—Boro’ A. has prepared plans for % 
houses at new Branksome estate, Cockerton. 

Daventry.—R.D.C. propose erection of 30 houses 
at West Haddon. 

Dewsbury.—T.C. to negotiate with Harlow & 
Miller, -Ltd., for 124 houses at Wakefield-rd. site. 

Eston.—Joun Smith’s Tadcaster Brewery, Co., 
Ltd., Tadcaster, Yorkshire, to erect prefabricated 
hotel to cost £10,000. Architect is B. Wilson, %, 
High-st., Tadcaster. 

Felling.—U.D.C._ has approved plans by Page, 
Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields, for hotel at 
Smithburn-rd., for Newcastle Breweries, Ltd. 

Gateshead.—T.C. seek loan sanction of £168,8% 
for second part of Technical College building pie 
gramme. Chief A. ‘00k. 

Gateshead.—The 
Hawks-rd., Gateshead, propose 





Lense Machine Co., Id, 
extending theit 


foundry. Plans’ by the firm’s own staff. j 
Gateshead.—Co-op. Society propose to rebuild 
premises at West-st, Plans by C.W.S. Architects 
Dept., 90, Westmoreland-rd., Newcastle. | 
Gateshead.—Barclays Bank, West-st., Gateshead, 
propose alterations and improvements. Architects 
are Arthur & Kirkup, Swinburne-st., Gates. head. 
Grantham.—Lenton & Partners. architects, 16 


have prepared plans for ex 


Finkin-st., Grantham, 
and surgical units at Grant 


tensions to medical 


ham and Kesteven General Hospital, for Sheffield 
Reg. Hospital Brd. 1 tat 
Great Yarmouth.—F. Jackson, A., 15, Regents. 


Great Yarmouth, has prepared plans for new Peter: 
house jun. sch. at Gorleston. 


Heald Green.—P.C. of St. Catherine’s propose new 
church at Outwood-rd., £12,000 estimaced. — ; 

Hereford.—Henry Wiggin & Co., Ltd.. Crewe-he, 
Curzon-st., W.1, propose erection works 


Holmer-rd. 
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Jarrow-on-Tyne. —Fennell & Co., Bridge End- 


ehbrs., Chestei-le-Sireet, are the architects for alter- 
ations and additions to T.A. centre at Beech:st. 
Keighley.—E. G. Felgate, Boro’ A., College-st., 


has prepared plans for 54 hous ses on two estates. 

Lancashire.—Cty. A., Fishergate-hill, Preston, has 
prepared plans for hostel for aged at Golborne ; 
and improvement works, etc., at Atherleigh Grange 
Institution, Leigh. 

Letchworth.—U.D.C. peemene 
and 24 houses, to cost £45,26 

Liverpool.—Plans by Dr. onal Bradbury, City 
Architect, for erection of 112 flats, in reinforced 
concrete, at Fazakerley (Sparrow Hill estate) have 
been approved by Corporation Housing Com. 

Liverpool.—North & Partners, architects, Queen- 
st. Chbrs., Maidenhead, Berks, have prepared plans 
for new show rooms and offices at 40-42, ae st. 

Longhenton.—A. E. Sweetman, S., Council Offices, 
Forest Hall, Newcastle- on- Tyne, has prepared lay- 
out for 300 houses, for T.C. 

Luton.—Browne & Day, Lid., Park-st., propose 
erection of factory at Crescent-rd. 

Maidstone.—R.D.C. propose 52 
sites. 

Manchester.—T.€. approved erection of 48 houses 
at Abbey Hey-la., Union-st., and St. George’s 
Church, Gorton; 88 houses and 18 cottage flats at 
Brooklands Neighbourhood, Baguley; and 135 
houses and 48 cottage flats at Wythens hhawe-rd., 
Baguley. 

Middleton.—B.C. approved plans for 12 houses at 
Whitegates-rd., for Ashton, Smethurst (Builders), 
litd., Suffield-st. 

Newcastle.—B.C. approved plans for new building 
at Longridge Hayes-rd., Longport, for Billington & 
Newton; extensions at Meadow-st., Chesterton, for 
The Apex Fireplace Co.: and extensions at Goose- 
st., for F. H. Burgess, Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Barclays Bank, 25, Grey- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, to build a strongroom and 
sanitary accommodation. Architect ig W. J. Smith, 
1, Granville-rd., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—North British & Mercantile 
Assurance Co., 25-27, Mosley-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
propose alterations aud improvements to premises. 
Architect are P. L. Browne, Son & Harding, Pearl- 
bidgs., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—T.C. has received sanction 
for building 120 flats at Hindhaugh-st. site, to cost 
£315,000. Cty. A., G@. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastle. 

Northants.—E.C. 
tures for work in 
gramme :—Kettering 


erection of 12 flats 


houses on four 


to approve following expendi- 
1952/3 schools building pro- 
gram. nucleus of new sch., 
£39,375: sec. mod., Moulton, £144,000; sec. sch., 
Rothwell- Desborough, £123,750; and erection and 
furnishing of ape Classroom, Brackley Magdalen 
College sch., £5,450 

North Riding. —Health Com. 
seven nurses’ houses at various sites, to cost 
£12,600; an occupation centre for mental defee- 
tives at Cleveland area, £6,500; ambulance station 
at Richmond, £7,825; and infant welfare clinic and 
dental workshop at Northallerton, at est. cost of 
£9,920. 

North Riding.—Tasker & Child, 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on- Tyne, 
plans for ‘sch. at Eston. 

North Shields. —-Factory additions are proposed for 
Gregson & Co. Architects are Jack Cotton, 
os & Blow, Haymarket-hse., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. H. Gray, Camden-st., North Shields, is 
sltect “for large- ‘scale piggery, stock buildings 
and herdsman’s house at North Balkwell Farm, for 
Holly Herd, Ltd., Foots-bldgs., North Shields. 

North Shields.—Haswe!l & Son, 77, Tyne-st., North 
Shields, are architects for offices and machine shed 
at Back Coach-la., for Harding & Son.—William 
Stockdale, 73, Howard-st., North Shields, is the 


propose erection of 


architects, 25, 
have prepared 


architect for extension at Saville-st., for J. L. 
_, Ltd., 65, Westgate-rd.. Newcastle-on- 
yne 


Northumberland.—C.C. to build long footbridge 
over the Lough between the mainland “at Beal and 
Mary’s Island. Plans by Cty. S., County Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Northumberland.—Cty. Ed.. Com. 
meals central kitchen at Seaton Burn. Plans by 
Cty. A., C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle. 
Oldham. —E.C. to negotiate with Hills, Ltd., West 
Bromwich, for completion of Limehurst prim. sch. 
—B.C. approved plang for inf. sch., Fitton Hill, for 
E.C.; and new hotel at Fitton Hill estate, for Gart- 
sides (Brookside Brewery), Ltd. 
Ormskirk.—Lancs C.C. propose erection of police 
headquarters. 
Otley—U.D.C. approved additions to_ Cattle 
Market, for Otley Cattle Market Auction, Ltd. 
Plymouth.—City A. has prepared plans for 120 
dwellings at Ross-st. and Pentamarter. 
Poole.—Homestead Garages, Ringwood-rd., Park- 
ae propose erection of showrooms and work- 
Ops 


to build school 


Poole.—Boro’ E. has prepared layout for 150 
houses at Waterloo estate. 

Prudhoe.—Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., Osborne- 
rd., Newcastle, propose extensions at Prudhoe 
Hospital. 


Rughy.—R.D.C. propose 220 houses at Long Craw- 
ford estate. 
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Sedgley.—U.D.C. propose 30 houses at the Firs 
and Quarries sites. 
Smethwick.—Henry Hope & Sons, 
new bay at Halford works. 
Smethwick.—B.C. appointed Reuben Holbrow & 
Partners as quantity surveyors for construction of 
slipper baths at Cape Hil. 


Ltd., propose 


Smethwick.—T.C. to build 202 houses at Brand- 
hall-rd. and Bleakhouse-rd. 
South Shields.—T.C. Hous mn - Com. recommend 


erection of 200 permanent prefabricated houses at 
Simonside. 

Stanley.—U.D.C. to build 100 houses at 
Stanley to plans by S., Council! Offices. 

Stretford—B.C. approved tank shop extensions 
and offices at Westinghouse-rd., for Metro-Vickers, 
Ltd.—B.C. approved estimate of £20,000 for con: 
tinuation of rebuilding depot. 

Sunderland.—Boro’ A., Grange-hse., 
has prepared plans for £1,500 houses. 

Sutton Coldfield.—Nuffield Metal Products, Ltd., 
Common-la., Birmingham 5, propose 40 at Rosslyn- 
rd., Warmley. F 

Tunbridge Wells.—H. P. Bishop, Boro’ S., has pre- 
pared layout of 358 dwellings at Sherwood estate. 

Tynemouth.—Boro’ E., 16, Northumberland-sq., 


East 


Stockton-rd., 


North Shields, has prepared layout for terrace 
houses on 12 sites. 
Warrington.—R.D.C. to apply to M.H. & L.G. for 


loan sanction of £51,300 for erection of 36 houses at 
Parksway, Woolston. 

Warrington.—B.C. approved plans for new case 
store at Wilderspool Causeway, for Greenall, Whit- 
ley & Co., Ltd.; and alterations at 59/63, Church-st. 
for Thos. Locker & Co., Ltd.—B.C. seek approval 
for revised plans for new clinic accommodation at 
Garwen-pl. 

Watford.—Boro’ E. has prepared layout for 217 
houses at Kyles estate. 

Weardale.—R.D.C. propose erection of 14 houses 
at Stanhope and six at Rockhope. Plans by A., 
Council Offices, Stanhope. 

Weardale.—J. Lawton, A., Council Offices, Stan- 
hope, has prepared plans for 21 houses at Wolsing- 
ham and 19 at Frosterley. 

Workington.—Cumberland E.C. propose additional 
classrooms at Wedfield sch. Plans by Cty. A., J. H. 
Haughan.—B.C. propose 110 houses at Northside 
estate; 106, Westfield estate; 150, Westfield estate; 
and 50, Salterback estate, in 1952 programme. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

$ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
ments. 


Depart- 


Ayrshire.—Erection of gas purification plant_at 
the Kilmarnock Gas Works for. the Southern Gas 
Board (Kilmarnock) Group. Robert Fife, 
M.Inst.Gas.E., chief engineer, Riverbank Gas 
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Works, Kilmarnock. *Newton, Chalmers & Co., 
Ltd., Sheffield, Yorkshire. - 
Barnard Castle.—é2 houses for R.D.C. J. Lawton, 
A., 45, Galgate, Barnard Castle: *R. C. William- 
son, Ltd., Rowlands Gill, Co. Durham, 30 houses at 
Evenwood, £44,216; and **Middleton & Co., Grange- 
rd., Darlington, 32 houses at Etherley, £49,623. 
Barton oun houses: *Y. J. Lovell & Son, 
Ltd., Mansham-la., Gerrards Cross. 
Basingstoke.—66 ‘houses at South Ham estate, for 
B.C.: *Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, London-rd., Norbury, 
S.W.16, £79,959. 
Beckenham.—286 homeo. etc., at Elmdene estate, 
for B.C.: *Wates, Ltd. 1258-1260, London-rd., Nor- 
bury, S.W -16, £148,329 


Billingham.—128 houses for U.D.C. Architects are 


Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough : 
7. de Boyd, Ltd., Emerson- st:, Middlesbrough (28) ; 
Langbaurgh- pl., Middlesbrough 


— Coates, Ltd., 
and *W. A. King 

Middles sbrough (50). 
Biackheath.—Erection of flatg at Hoghgate- and 
Hill-st. sites, for U.D.C.: *J. Harper & Sons (Black- 
heath), Ltd. 

Bootle.—Erection of new gram. tech. gch., for 
E.C.: *fhe Norwest Construction Co., Ltd., Ruth- 
ven-rd., Litherland, Liverpool 21. 


& Sons, Westbourne-gr., 


Boston.—is dwellings: *H. H. Adkins, Edwin-st., 
Boston. 

Carnforth.—_New shops at Highfield Kellett site, 
for U.D.C.: *Warren Constructiog Co., Ltd., Scot- 


land-rd., "Camas £12,890. 
Chatham.—74 houses at King George-rd. exten- 
sion: *C. J. Howard & Son, Ltd., 72a, High-st. 
Chester.—73 houses at Blacon, for T.C.: *Thos. 
Warrington & Sons, Ltd., Hoole, £88,224. 
Chesterfield.— Three shops and flats at Mickley 
estate, for R.D.C.: *Wm. Plowman & Co.. Ltd. 
High-st., Huthwaite, Notts, £11,400. 


Corby. 200 houses for U.D.C. Plans by E. & S., 
D. W. Greaves: *Sherrif & Co., Leicester, £199,188. 

Coventry. —Second phase of the first instalment, 
comprising three teaching blocks, one craft block 
and a boiler-house, of Caludon Castle a 
sive sec. sch., for Ed. Com.: *IThomas Bates & Son, 
Ltd., £164,737. 


Coventry.—Erection of houses for T.C.:—231 at 
Tile Hill Neighbourhood Unit: *G. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., London, £285,581; 108, Manor House estate: 
*Higes & Hill, Ltd., Stoke Heath Wharf, Swan- 

1.; 24, Proffitt-av.: *Turiff Construction Co., Ltd., 
6, Adelaide-rd., Leamington Spa; 20, Willenhali 
Neighbourhood Unit: *Coundon Builders, Ltd.; and 
eight, ee Green: *D. H. Evans, 43, Paimer- 
ston-r¢ 

Houses at Bell Green Neighbourhood Unit No. 5, 
for T.C.: *W. H. Jones & Son, Ltd., Lockhurst-la., 
£35,138 (28) ; *H. L. Bates, Ltd., 3, Arbury-ave., 
£22,235 (16) ; *Hall Bros., W alsgrove- on-Sowe, £36, 186 
(30); *S. R. Hickman & Co., £12,062 (10); *H. B. 
Randle & Son, 108, Station- st. East, £1189 (8); 
and *C. F. Lewis, I.td., 10, The Gardens, Elmsdale- 
ave., Foleshill, £26,692 (19). 

Dewsbury.—232 houses at 
*Harlow & Milner, L[td., 
gate, Wakefield. 

Doncaster.—B.C. re-allocated contracts for houses 
at Cantley estate, as follows: *F. Moss & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., Grange-rd., Bessacarr (24): *W. 
Dodd. 100, Thorne-rd (18); *Beckett & Wood 
(Builders), Ltd., 18, Cemetery-rd. (20); *The 
Dearne Construction Co., Ltd. (7); *Robinson Bros., 
228, Thorne-rd. (12); *H. Marshall & Sons, Ltd., 9, 
Manordr. (18); and *Hemsworth Bros., 62, Ravens- 
worth-rd. (16). 

Dringhouses.—Erection of first section of Central 
College of Further Education at Ashfield: *William 
Birch & Sons, York, £95,725. 

Essex.—40 —-?;" at Harold Hill, for 
*Wates, . 58-1260, London-rd., 
S.W.16, 

Fifeshire. = cain of 100 houses at the 
muchty housing site for the Glenrothes Housing 
Corporation, Peter Tinte (A.), architect, Woodside, 
Glenrothes, Markinch, Fife. ‘John Bent (Edin- 
burgh), Ltd., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Erection of the New Bennyrigg School 
at Bastwood. John MacNab (F.), architect, 129, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. *The Scottish Tar Mac and 
Asphalting Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £14,958. 

Glasgow.—-Alterations and additions to the Wood- 
ville-st. factory of R. B. Stirling & Co., Ltd. *The 
Lambhill Ironworks, Ltd., Lambhill, Glasgow. 

Hensingham.—Construction of extensions to silk 
mills for West Cumberland Industria] Development 
Co.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle. 

Lancs. —Erection of additional classrooms at 
Little Hoole jun. and inf. sch., for E.C.: *W. & J. 
Hart, Longton. 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept. 

Portsmouth: Installation of _hot- wales supply, 
Brightside Foundry & Engineering Co., Ltd., 92:94, 
St. Paul’s-rd., Southsea, Hants. 

{London (Aire Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over placed by Directorate of Contracts 
for week ended March 8:— 

Construction of concrete platforms, etc.: M. A. 
Boswell (Cttrs.), Ltd., Wolverhampton. Building 
work: Woodcock Marshall & Co., Ltd., London, 


Wakefield-rd._ site: 
Warren Yard, Warren- 


L.C.C.: 
Norbury, 


Auch- 
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W.ll; G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 
Bolton; Higgs & Hill, Ltd., 


London, §S.W.8 
General maintenance : 


Little Hulton, nr, 


A.W. Sinclair & Sons, Ltd.. 
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Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb, London" 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
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THE BUILDER 


Scarborough; Fred Pickering 
Wednesfield, Staffordshire; epherd & Son, 
Ltd., York. Dismantling of hangars: N. S. Bellman 
& Co., Ltd., London, 8.W.1. Repairs to hangars: 
Maurice Hill, Ltd., Bedhampton, Hants. 

GLondon (M.0O.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended March 1:— 

Buckinghamshire: 'T.R.S._, Easton-st., ~~ 
Wycombe, alterations, T. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd. 
Easton-st., High Wycombe. Essex: South pore 
don, Romford, erection of telephone exchange, 
Hammond & Miles, Ltd., Scrafton-road Works, 
Ilford-la., Ilford. Gloucestershire: Benhall Farm, 
Cheltenham, provision of new generator house, 
Wm, T. Nicholls, Ltd., St. Paul’s-rd., Gloucester. 
Somersetshire: Radion Station, Portishead. altera- 
tions and extensions, K. Warne, Ltd., 673a, Fish- 
ponds-rd., Bristol. Yorks: M.F. Storage Depot, 
ex-R.A.F. Maintenance Unit, Skipton-on-Beining- 
brough, nr. York, conversion of Bellman hangar, 
F, Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York. 

{London (War Dept.).— Works contracts placed by 
W.D. during week ended March 1:— 

Yorkshire: Building and civil engineering, F. Shep- 
herd & Son, Lrd., Yotk; Building work, F. Singleton 
& Sons, Ltd., Hull. Hampshire : Painting and de- 
corating, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Ash. Warwick- 
shire: Repairs to hutting, A. Pearce & Sons (Build- 
ing Contractors), Ltd., Birmingham. Kent: Build- 
ing work, Gough Cooper & Co., Ltd., Wilmington; 
Building ‘work, : . Durrant & Son, Ltd., 
Rochester. Essex: Building work, E. A. Coryn & 
Son, Hornchurch. 

Long Eaton. —30 houses at Petérsham-rd. estate, 
for U.DA *A. Taylor & Son (Nottingham), 
Ltd., 151, " kttenborough- la., Attenborough, £36,704 

Luton.Erection of four blocks of flats at Rich- 
mond Hill and Colin-rd.: *W. T. Sharpe, Ltd., 21, 
Woburn-st., Ampfhill. 

Manchester.—_New mustering hall and office block 
at Manchester Ship Canal, for National Dock 
Labour Board: *Wm. Thorpe & Son, Ltd., Chester- 
rd., Trafford Park, Manchester. 

Manchester.—Houses for T.C.:—128 at Bowlee: 
*W. Hodgkinson, Ltd.. Buxton; and 183, Brook- 
lands: *A. Locke, Ltd., Lostock-rd.. Davyhulme. 
Erection of police ‘houses: *Perry Bros. (Builders), 
Ltd.. Stretford; *C. Potterton & Son, Cheadle 
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Hulme; _ additional 
mental Purification Plant: 
Hyde, Ches. 

Mansfield Woodhouse.—Four shops and flats at 
Coxs-la. site, for U.D.C.: *A. Eastwood & Sons, 
Ltd., Warsop, £14,158. 

Matlock.— Erection of central bus enon. for 
U.D.C.: *J. W. Wildgoose & Sons, Ltd., Math 

Middiesbrough.—Erection of Green-la. cty. p im. 
sch., for E.C. BP: R. Middleton, A., Education 


buildings at Denton Experi- 
*Dean & Whipp, Ltd., 


Offices, Middlesbrough: tLeslie & Co., Wood!: inds- 
rd., Darlington. 
Newcastle.—22 houses at Earls-dr. estate: *“Badde. 
ley Bros., Peel-st., Wolstanton. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.—29 houses and four 


maisonettes at Earls-dr. estate, 
mere-rd. estate, for B.C.: 
Co., Ltd., £55,507. 


and 10 at Winder. 
*Hartshill Development 


Nottingham. —Rec onstruction of slipper baths at 
Manning Baths, for T.C.: *F. Evans & Sons, High. 
bury-ave., Bulwell. 

Notte.—Conversion of Gedling Manor, Carlton, 
a home for aged persons: “Mapperley Building 


Ltd., 668, Woodborough-rd., Nottingham. 

pr Reece Me cloakrooms at Hathershaw_ inf. 
sch.: *Whitworth Whittaker, Ltd., Oldham. 

South Shields—24 houses at Mortimer-rd,: 
*Henderson Bros., Smith-st. 
Startforth.—12 houses at Mickleton, for 
*Boddy & Bell, Thomas-st.. Darlington, £23,226, 
StocktOn-on-Tees.—Additions to Newtown inf, 
sch., for E.C. Plans by Boro’ A., 28, The Square, 
Stockton : “Thornton Construction Co., Lid., Bridge. 
rd., Stockton, £4,9 

Satan siseaiiess see additions to_pre- 
mises, including new clinic, for Sunderland Nurs. 
ing Assoc. eee are S. W. Milburn & 
Partners, 9, Esplanade, Sunderland: *Randle & 
Co., Back Dunelm-st., Sunderland. 
Tynemouth,—24 flats at Redburn View, 
*M. J.. Liddell & Sons, 36 
castle-on-Tyne, £26,348. 
Tynemouth.— Alter ations to 
North Shields, for T.C.: *T. 
side, Tynemouth. 

Tynemouth. —12 houses and 13 garages in Hotspur- 
st.: *B. Peel, Ltd., East Mill Works, North Shields. 
Warrington.—35 houses at Orford, for T.C 
*Tomlinson & Wood, Ltd., Warrington, £41,689. 
Worcester. —28 flats and 40 houses at Dines Green 


R.D.C.: 


for T.C,: 
, Great North-rd., New- 


Central Library, 
Rigby, 11, Park- 


. —, for TA *Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, lLondon- 
Norbury, S. W. 16, £90,843. 
pr evgg houses at Moor-la. estate: *Sorrell 


(York), Ltd., 95, Heworth Village, York, £129,301. 
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